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IS IT POSSIBLE TO DO BUSINESS HONESTLY?

A JAV SERM\ON ON TRADE.

IL Ns jtust possible tlîat ut tbe fifteen or twenty tbousand mcîchaîits aîsd

traders in tluis I-)onîinion, soniû fifteen or Lîvcnty imdividuais nia> be asking tiieni-

selves the qtuestionl " is iL possible Lu do businsess hiosesti>'? " Probabiy abolit

fourtecîi Lbousaîîd of' flic residue are qtîite suîre thai. tle>' do business honest>'

eîîughi, qjîite as iîuîestly as aîîybody cisc, is this, or an>' otlier counltry. 'Llie

otîsers doîi't do busi/urss at ail. The>' onI d'to " thecir custorners 'auîd suiffer

Isot tîle solitar>' quitn of conîsciensce, because Llîat is wlîat the>' have becîs

traiîied Lu coîusidcr as the ideal stanîdard of gentîiîe and stîccessftîl business.

It is onl Lu flic forlorn anid lonci> flfteeni or twventy iîsdividuais tînt uîîe

tiaie t oiscy suctl scraps of cold cunîfurt as the acttîai circunustances of tiade

wvarranst. l'cî liaps It isia> bc best Lu strike aîi av erage aiid cali this uiikîuwii,

btît reai, qtlanitv "the 17' (or iîs uîder Lu be msore btîusiiîess-iike, anid miore

ieaî îîd, ticnoîîîîîate otîr *"17 t"hie Il catatysie qualîtit>' is trade." Thîis

telnu uialýcs tlie idea su mucli cicarer). IL is quite casy-to (Io business hoîlest>'

iuî tue eye of Lue lav. lIn fact it: is poiic>' Lu du su, anîd nîust inspuiitc t) do

oth3erwise. Nu inîtelligenst trade-rascai ever defies law. He aspires rallier

ivisel>'L ti se ut as ls toul. Neyer yet has there beeui in tîsis fair svorid of ours

a guvemninelît su w'ise that iL culîd franse trade laws thruugh, w'ii iL ivas

imipossible to driv e a tcoach anîd fotîr, if the reins were skilfily haîîdled. 'l'O

du businîess lîuîîestiy fins far, is plains sailing lu a self-traincti pilot.

If i tiade a îîîaî sets out Lu bc as cuîîsîdeu'ate uf lus mîigîbours'

interess as biis owls -if lie is Lu tlîiuîk, befure lie seils lus etîstunier guuds,
svlictlîer flic tranisaction is likel>' Lu bc as advaîîtageutus in ever>' selise Lu flic

btîyer as t) the seller, if Llierefure lie is Lu use isu blandishîieuts Lu lîlindîti le

judgîîîeît ni' tue bu}er, îio artifices tu coîsceai or anipiif' the uplialit>' uf whlat

lie offers liiîî. ail but Our tîsosen audience of Il 1712; " wvdl at uonce admîit îlot

unl the pussibiit>', buît the absoltîte ceraimît>, uf the seiler's bauskrtuptc>' in tlîc

near future. IL is sîîficicîît, sa>' the utîser fotîrtcîs thotîsantl, tiîat tlîe gotis

soid are flie usiîal quîalit>' knuowî Lu, tlîe trade as the article Il su and su."

'I'lîre is îlot, thc sliglîtest tincture of fraud ini refraining t) explaimi Lu Lue

ignoranit ail tlîe secrets uf trade iii >our own profession s for kiiosvicdge, uîîe's

owîsi ]artil> carîied experience, is ils nitch a part uf y'our business capital as

eithcr y'ouîr goods or yotîr credit. And nioreuver, say's each of the fourtecîs

thousaîsd, iL is ni> business Lu attensd oniy> Lu usîy ow'î buîsiniess. 1 caîs't bce x-

pected lu fîîsd brains, experience, and jtidgussent, for ii hiîndred custumners Lu
ivurk uipoî. "'Ani 1 ii> brother's keeper ?" Certaini>' lot. If' lie needs ue

he is fit f'or a inatit- asyltin, btut hardi>' fit 'lor businsess. 'Iberefure 1 svotîd

be quite ils idiotie as lie were 1 tu ticket the guods iniin> wviuidov Il u'ustiiîîîî
clotli, îlot aIl %vool, i ottoli wrap %vitîs angola iveft aîîd tîscrefore ver>, cheap auîd

slîtwy>," or '- gros graini sik, îlot pure~, but large]>' îeighced witlî suîgar iii tlîe

d>'eing; or ''imîitationî Caîîadian cotton made iii I\lancliester sized aîît

finishiedtiL iveigli anîd féei iike hecavy Catiadiaui.' Nor %'uuld, I be au>' iess
fuulish to mencltion tue bueket of %vater which 1 put inito cadli barrel uf sugar Lu

make iL sveigli liore, or Lu caîl the " Stîltana raisins " 1 seil, b>' tîseir reai namse

of Ilturrauits "swollcii ont b>' par-boiling ilI swccetenCti ivater, Lu Lue rcl

qtuircd, dimîîensionîs. Wlî> iniltipi>' instances ? lin short îviî> siîouid I let ever>'

uoie kuîov tiiose secrets of trade iii which 1 ]lave been carefull>' traiîîet, aîîd

souîse 'of Niîiclî probabl>' arc i>' owvn inîvention iii wviicli t liolti a just pro-

prietar>' riglît ? 'Ilese, anti mîaîy otliers, are tiigs sactiuîcd. lu>' trade usage.

1 cotid îlot toîlîpete svith ni>' neighibotîrs withotut tiseir aid. I ami nu like the

scului oU the trade. I don't sviisdle. 1 descenîd Lu nu tricks such as tue four

or five thousaîsd dislioncst traders iîsdtlgc ini. I ton't showv onse stîgar, andt

then, after seiling iL, begin tu svater or saîîd iL before sendiiîg it home. I seîîd
tien îvhat the>' bu>', but I lîraise it ail I knov hoSv, aîîd descaîst as eioqruentiy

as 1 eau uoî iLs uierits. IL is costunîe-ciotlî, marked Il ail ivoul " aîsd siîowvîinu

rn> sviîitiu, whlicls I kcep ou rn> shelves. 1 duîs't seîîd tisen ais iîsferior

qulalit>' eveus Liotîgî iL isîit, ail> of iL, ail wool reail>'. No, I arn liîoîst ;but I
knosv i> buîsiness. 1 Lake suise littie îîstcrest usni>'y creditors ; anti for tlisir

sakes I doîî't do btusinsess like a foui.
But sunieliow or otiser tîsis unî,knuwn quantit>', tîsese Il 17 2," arc îlot yet

wisoiiy satisfied, useitiier fuli>' coîsvinced. Forced tu admuit tîsat tue isiatforuis

adopted is uli>' sustaiused b>' legai honesty, stili their bcîsighted, instelects

ivander off il ilîtu new directions and take higher flights. Tise>' suar us thuught

into tise reainîs of finansce auîd speculation, and marvel istgel>' Lu fiusd that tise

sanie principies of lsoliscst'(? ') prevail even there. A great flnaîîcier's knuwiedge

of tise actuai conditions, or p)rospective dividend, of the conspas> or cunspanies
iii wlsich lie is a director is, tlsough dlean>' a trtust, îlot in5 ais> sense a trtust for

the putblic whio truîst his-, but ratiser a part of that kîiowledge ansd experience

whîch ma>' bc considered part of his capital. H-e is thus sinipi> acting on

finance usage in prudentl>' aîd lionesti>' availing hiniseif of iL to Ilnig " the

share niarket-to seil Il short," or "I ong," as nia>' best suit his private ensds.

IL is bis business aiso Lu attensd to Isis own business, and nuL tu flusd braiuss,
expenieusce or psositions for tise tlsousausds who fuiiow lsis lead, aind value tise

siîares tue>' boid becauise lie isoids tîsern aisu. Hie is nuL lus brotlser's keeper

an>' mole tisais tise trader. Ais> sîsarehoider svlso supposes lise is usut likel>' to

look afler hiniseif' nire tlîaî otliers, is eîninentiy unlikeiy long to hoid shares

inl ail>'I t(Jlllanyll otlîur ilian that of blis feiiow imbeciles. Did he flot ivork

and plan long andi cal lest]> to attain the position lie now hoids ? Can any

sane mnan suppose lie is not going to inake use of it for hiînseif now that lie

lias gained it ? I le is no adveîîturer, no svindler--not even a reckless specu-

lator. i-e backs bis venture b>' bis solid wealth, and, wvin or ]Ose, lie can stili

pa>' ail luis îndebtetiucss every cent. Ife wrongs no one. lIe oniy attends

strictly Lu luis Own business, runs bis own risk, and -iaves others to run theirs.

Stîl i thlat " att>ne 1îiatitY," thOsc i 
1  

, are not happy. Argumenits

lîke tiiesc aire tLiiiown away ulpon tbemti. If this be ail tiat. Il to, do business

honest>' ineaus, tlbey daie noL imitate it. And jnst liere, after this -train of

refletion lis been t.hus' miatured, occurs the peculiar temrptation, the besetting

si" Of the " 17' ILt is tins. (Convinccd of the cvii whichi underlies dis-

regard of flie iiitercsts of thie neiglîbotur, tlîey are nul yeL wvholly able lu discard

ail thie influence %viiici'i use anti vont in trade lias imuircssed uipon them. Thecy

are llroi)ally, if flot. certaîiily, conscions tof the great and recal use of credit, and

ail modern faiite. ey set out to use these Il honest>'" in business-that,

is, as tbey sec il, Lu use these wvith fuîll and due regard to tlîe interesis of their

custoniers. 'l'ley sa>', wc will l>iîy on credit, mun ail the business wve cari, oni>'

we ivili ticket ur goods as wliat Liîey actual>' are. We wvill flot in the siightest

degrece niis-rei)resent oî tiver-praise thein ; and as honesty is the best poiicy we

isill trnst Lu iL Lu pull lis tiîrougli. We inaîy îlot inake much mune>'. WVe don't

care for LliaL. luîL \ve %ill tdo a laîge anti nsefui trade. Our theor>' is s0 ab-

sointel>' trutiîîil andt lîractîî'ui IL justifies tîs in taking eredit. We are so suîre otîr

pmi ni >1e i s nuailii hat iilIy etorrec't, anti sp iîittîailiii pre, i t must bc i n accord-
ami e alikc itli iaw I ntl sp iritual and îîatîîral. Thbis resolve and practîce are

s1ieedily anti iiîevitabiy fOiinweîi b>' insolvene>' ; and tbe Il 17 'h " gel discour-

ageti. W\ b> siiuid Llîv ? 'l'lie defcl ( is flot iti the i)rineit)le, but in iLs inconi-

plete aplîxto. Nul itl> ~l<>io credits tbiciii su~pposes for une moment they
are going Lu do the lioiîest business the>' propose as tbeir aim. The>' credit

tlieni on the tîsuai basis, suppoiusng tlîeir plans tu be on]>' a deeper " gai-ne," a

more subtLe ex\terndapîea anu'',îdcuiyînig wbich there is the ordinarv appre-

ciation oU Ltîe estaisiied ries tof business. The>' probabl>' think the ruse, i

cieveiy carried ont aîid îvcll advertised, an extreme]y promising une-but oniy

a proîîîising une, ilever iîîtcnded 10 bc fulfilied. If then creditors thought tue>'
reaily nîeant to tcarry outt Lbcîr principies nuL a cent of credit couid. be obtained

from thecn. 'Finiîs the Il i "71 ý are nîerely exj)erinlenting with other peoples,

mone>', NvLlîoiit tlir consent. 't'lie risk is tlicir breditors, ilot their own. They

are robbing Peter tu pay 'aiou. Earni yotîr capital by the sweat of your brow,
and dien proceed Lu h iîde u the capital su earned. 'rade strictly wvithin ils

iiiniits. itllow nu mai Lu mun any risk, un yu or yotîr experiments. Thus

oiily caui yoil carry ouL lionesti>' your iunging to serve your îîeighbour. Voti

ranl tiien bu>' for 1asli roni flic mani w~lit) mlakes the înost serviceabie articles

andi self tin exactl>' for wliat thcy are. li'lie process b>' îhichi you have

earned yotîr cýapital lias nmore Lbari probab>' taught you where and how to
select flie arLicles ),ou propose t) sei ; and you wvill self themn. Meii are îlot

sucli fouIs but Lliat tbey îvill conic lu recugnize vailue, serviceableness, usefuiness

whlin the>' see ifl anîd 3y1 %vill neither starve nur fail. On the contrar>', you

ivill neyer lat'k tlîe îieeded. inîrease of capital Lu carry on and incease your

usefiness. This is as, l\cd a laws of tlîe universe as gravitationi itseif, if yout

allov iLs attractive force Lu influîence alike ail sides of youir rounded sîîhere of

uisefuness, anîd tlius îendcr yurself alike uisefuil Lu seller auîd buyer, injuring

noue andi benefiting al.

IL is possible tbcen Lut do businîess lioîiestly," even aithougli, before yout

iearîi ioîv Lu do if, iL nia> be -possibiy wvill be-part of your trainîing tu occupy

tint miost miscrable of ail positionis in this iîîeteentiî century, thîe position of
"lAn Iiisolzeit."

SCOTCH BOROUGH POLITICS.

Mlle tlîat incunsicerable portion of tIse earth's surface kîoîvn as the

l.Jnitcd States of Aincrica ivas occupied in eiecting iLs President, wve, the town

of Stirling (the pivot of Creation), were eiecting Bailies. Speciaily bitter wvas

the coîîtest at tlis Lise, for ali-inîportamît isstues were at stake. No mere paitry

quîestionî of Frec'Trade ver-sus Protectionî, or Hard 7,ersus Sof Money iîad, to bc

decided. IL svas the great question of the H-oie-in-tlîe-wail that was to be

settied. Von uniucky Canadians may bc in deîîsest ignorance as to îvhat tihe

qutestion I blici tli-îvail is. Stirling, up Lu tise nmiddle of iast century, was a
valcd town, ansd stoodt a short but ignominious siege from tise ar>' of tlîc

young Pretender after the battie of Falkirk. Nul the.quarter of tise wail caus

îsow with any preteisce be said to bQ standing. A goodiy portion of the vall

lias been re-buiît, and doors hsave been put throughi il at ail points, and even

gaps have been made in it. The prescrnt fragment of the oid towîî Nvall svinds

aioîîg the face of the iîill o5 svhich. tise old portion of the town is huiât, and a

svaik has been for long iii existence aiong thse hili-side at the foot of il. As tIse

iliiiside is aiways kept iseil svooded, and the view une gets througiî breaks iîî

the, trees is îvide anti saried, bounided. on tise nortis by tue Granmpians, with

Deni Loîisond and Beni Ledi gracefulil>' prornent, the Il Back Waik " is a


