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SIR JOHN BEVERLY ROBINSON,
BART,

The subject of our present notiec was
the son of Christopher Robinson, Hsq.,
a British Officer who served in the Rev-
olutionary War of the United States,
and afterwards resided in New Bruns-
wick.

He was born at Berthier, Lower Ca-
nada, 26th July, 1791, and reccived a
Grammar School education at Cornwall
from the present Bishop Strachan, He
entered as a law student, and whilst
in that capacity served as Clerk of the
House of Assembly of Upper Canada.
On being adwitted to the Bar, he at-
tained the distinguished position of At-
torney General for Upper Canada, at tho
carly age of 21,

He belonged to one of the fow fami-
lies who, having fought under the Bri-

“tish flag during the” American War of
Independence, took up their residence
in Upper Canada. The loyalty, as he
cxpressed it, of the U. I, Loyalists was
of no doubttul origin.  He did not de-
pend upon any hereditary claim to supe-
rior loyalty, for when the war of 1812
broke out, he was onc of a company of
100 volunteers, who followed Sir Isaac
Brock in the expedition which led to the
capture of Detroit.

He was raised to the Baronetey in
1854, and created Hon. D.C.L. of Ox-
ford in 1855.

He sat about 18 years in the Legis-
lature, serving about an equal time in
cach Honse.

During the term of his politieal ca-
veer he was identified with the party
known as the ¢ Family Compact,” and
of course wus strenuously opposed to
Responsible Government.

In 1829 he was appointed Chief Jus-
tice of the Court of Queen’s Bench, a
position which he filled with great
ability until Jast year, when he was ap-
pointed President of the Court of Krror
and Appeal.

Any person sending us the names of ten sub-
seribers for three, six, nine, or twelve months, will re-
ceive neopy free of charge for cach of these periods,
respectively,  Should those subseribers, for any term
Jess than a year, renew their subseriptions the paper
will be continued 1o the getter up of' the club,

YWngtvated FHews,

HAMILTON, DECEMBER 20, 1862.
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EMIGRATION.

Ir Canada is to hecome a populous and
powerful nation in a few years, as we
are apt to believe, in our more hopeful
moods, it must be chiefly by emigration.
1t would be a long time, indeed, before
the natural inercase of our population
would penetrate and remove those vast
forests, which everywhere friuge the
tract brought under cultivation by the
heroic struggles of the backwoodsman
Many generations would succeed cach
other beforc our rich deposits of mineral
wealth were developed,if the overflowings
of uropean population did not do a
share of the work. Evary judicious
step then for promoting emigration de-
serves encouragement, but unfortunately
every step in this dircetion, is not judi-
cious, Accustomed to rush into cx-
tremes in other matters, it is not to be
wondered at il' wo occasionally do so in
this, and as there seems some prospect of
our doing so at present, it would not be
amiss calmly to consider the responsibil-
ity we thereby incur.

An_association, it seems, has been
formed in Bngland for the purpose of
encouraging emigration to the Colonies,
whereupon some of vur contemporaries
strongly urge the Government and peo-
ple of Canada to exert their influence
in securing as much as possible of the
intended emigration for this country.
Now, if there 1s nothiug within the scope
of this undertaking but the mere emi-
gration of these suffering families, it is
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only an arrangement for changing the
locality of the distress.  Tf these nawil-
ling idlers—or any considerable propor-
tion of them-—were placed upon our
shores to-morrow we could not give them
employment, without seriously reducing
the means of our present working popa-
lation, or making inreads upon the sub-
stance of our capitalists. There have
been for some yeurs past—and still are
—unemployed men in all our towns and
cities, unable to obtain work ; while the
remuneration for the labor whicle has
been - employed in all, or newly all,
branches, has considerably declined, how
then are the new-comers to ohtain em-
ployment, our fields of industry of
course are not exhausted, in fact scarcely
entered upon, hut eapital is just as
necessary to labour as natuval resources
are, aud of this unfortunately we have
but a limited supply., A country has at
any time but a certain sum—which has
heen called its wages fund—ont of which
its labour can be remunerated.  1f the
number dependent on this fund increases
more vapidly than the fund itself, eithor
the surplus number of labourers must he
without employment, or the proportion

received by each will be lessened. 1In
plainer terms, wages will fall.  Que of

these results is precisely what would
take place if auy considerable augmen-
tation were made to.our present working
population,  Is this state of things de-
sirable-2... It will not scem so to any
man of true patriotism or of true hu-
manity, for let us not forget, that in
speaking of owr working population—
that is those working for hire—we ave
speaking of nine-teuths of our people,
and that any prosperity obtained by the
sacrifice of their comforts, is not national
prosperity, but only the temporary en-
richment of the few, and the impover-
ishment of the many. But there is
another consideration to be noticed in
this connection, the strcam of emigra-
tion flows towards this country, instead
of from it, only because we can offer to
the emigrant a greater shave of the com-
forts of life than he can obtain in his
native conntry. So soon as we fail to do
this, immigration will stop; our repu-
tation as a desirable place for scttlement
will fall, and it may take many years to
raise it. Let us be quite sure then that
in exerting our influence to promote
emigration, we can honcstly offer the
immigrant a comfortable home.

But there are the backwoods, it is re-
plied, is theie any glut of the labour
market there ? None certainly; and if
the present scheme would effect the set-
tlement of these wild lands, it could
scarcely be carried to excess.  But here
the old difficulty meets us; a life in the
bush requires capital to begin with,
Where is the capital to come from ?
Somnee think the Government should sup-
ply it; but the Government can only do
so by diverting it from some other chan-
nel where it is equally required. Govern-
ment is not a self-sustaining source of
wealth, it can only make use of amounts
of capital as the country can sparc. There
is yet another argument to be noticed.
It is said that labeur is scavce in the
agricultural distriets. On this point we
have no very definite information, nor do
we think those who assert it have. We
know of meu, who, in the autumn of the
present year, offered their services to
farmers for no other remuncration than
their board and lodging, and could not
obtain employment even on these terms.
These may have been exceptional eases;
but it is difficult to believe that any |
great scarcity of labour can exist in tho
agricultural distriets, while there is a:
surglus of it in our towns and ecities.
TFarmers, of course, experience some in-
convenience for want of ‘hands’ athar-
vest time, and this they must coutinue to
expericnce, unless we have a sufficient
number of men ready to serve them at
these times, who, from want of employ-
ment, will be o burden on the community
for the remainder of the year.

The kind of immigration which Can-

ada requires at present is men of
moderate eapital.  To these she offers a
field unsurpassed by any conntry in the
world.  If farmers, there is abundanee
of cleared land to be had on easy terms,
and u ready market for their products;
if: manuficturers, they have an excellent

‘opportunity of turning 4 moderate in-

come into an independent fortune,  Tn
this branch of industry we are yet wainly
dependent for our supply on forcigu pro-
duction.  We want more manufacturers
in textile fabries, iron work, pottery,
elassware, leather, &e.  We have abnn-
dance of raw wmaterial for all these, and
an extonsive market as well, and only
require the eapital in order to commence
their manufacture on a large scale.  Let
us secure that, aud luborers will follow it
in ubnudance, withont any spasmodic
efforts on onr part to increase them.

— ————————————
AMERICAN WAR.

The rvad to Richmomd is a hard one
to travel for the Northern army. Checks,
defeats, retreats, mect them at every
tarn, and when they do appear $o  those
at a distanee from the seenc of operations
to  have gained an advantage, it is
soon found to he move hnaginary than
veal.  The soldiers are brave and en-
daring, bat they have wo onc to lead
them—no one in whom they can place
confidence, T'hey are often led to
slanghter, but never to vietory. Tt is
iwpossible that the spirits of men, how-
ever courageous, can ulways be proof
against such misfortunes.  Sink they
must, and the nmmerous desertions from
the urmy may be regarded not as an un-
willingness to fight, but as an aversion
to be set ont as targets for the enemy’s
bullets.

The fight at Fredericksburg is quite
in keeping wilh the other doings of the
Jederal generals.  They determine to
capture the city.  Bridges are thrown
across the Rappahannock, and because
they meet with little opposition, they
suppose that the enemy, atruid to meet
them, has retived-  Lxperience mighs
have taught them befora this time, that
if the passage of the river was uot op-
posed, it was beeause nothing could be
gained by it. 'Well, after having open-
ed a terrilic five upon the city, levelling
many of its houses with the ground,
they take possession of it, but soon find
that they have gained nothing, and now
seem to think themselves fortunate in
being permitted to return unmolested.

A correspondent of the ¢Tribune,
gives a graphic deseription of the wreck
and ruin which they brought upon the
city,

I have just returned, he says, from this
ouce quict and attractive city, now a desert-
cd, ruined, demolished town, 1 heap of smoul.
dering ruins and falling dwelliugs, which
have for woeks been tenantless, Who would
recognize it to-night?  The heavens ave red
with the flames of the old mansions ; the at-
mosphere is full of the smoke from the
smouldering embers.  The desolating blasts
of war prayed and svught for, have at last
been visited upon hev.  What she chose,
rather than surrender, has been her portion,

But upon entering Fredevicksbargh and
groping through strects choked with Durning
timber and the mangled bodies of those who
stayed until it was oo late 4o flee into the
mount.ing,” sllow me (0 return to this side
of the Rappabannock,and review the events
of the past few days.

The evening of the day upon which the
struggle was to commence approached. The
cold, trom which the troops had been sufler-
ing for the past few days, had made the roads
hard and firm, so that transportation of all
kinds could be easily moved. b

Tt was originally designed to throw across
the river five hridges,butlate in the afternoon
the order was changed to thice.  The points
selected were the old pontoon crossing of the
Gien. McDowell,  few rods above the Lacey
Iouse, the old ferry helow the Railrond
Bridge, and a spot about cue mile and a haif
south of the vailroad. The distance from
the first to the thivd bridge, o vather from
the right to the left, is two miles,

Capt. Brainard,who held command of the
bridge ou the rizht, succeeded in completing
it to within twenty feet of the opposite shore,
when, just as }lc was having the last boal;
moyed to their places, a murderons volley
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rom 200 to 300 sharpshooters, concealed in
the houses, was poured upon his men. Twen.
ty ol hishest men were wounded at the first
fire—himself; severcly, among the number.

The volley from the sharpshooters was
fiveld at precisely half-pust five, upona signal
from two guus placed upon the hills helow
Iredericksburgh,  The jostant the rebels
opened Lhis batery and the sharpshooters
fived upon the engineers, a wemendous five
from twenty badteries, comprising one hun-
deed aned twenty pieces, placed in command-
ing positions, from I'aimouth ou the right to
halt s mile below the city on the left, was
poured direct upon Iredericksburg ! This
order o shell the eity never would have heen
aiven had not the rebels themselves used the
Ivick and stone dwelling houses on the banks
ol the river for forlresses for their sharp.
shooters!  The moment this stream of shell
from allthe batterios i ie fell upon the
city, the rebeis, by hundreds and thousands,
could be seen flying from the dwellings i
cvery direction.

Upon the irst slight cessation of the
hombardment, and as the smoke and fog
lilled, women and children were heard
sereaming and begging to be brought to this
side of the river, sud one poor woman was
seen wringing her hands and crying, ¢Oh,
my God! ‘oh, my God! Save my child, it
is burning to death.” A shell had explo-
ded in the house aud the building was in
Hames. In a short time other dwellings
were on lire, and the secene then became ong
no pen cau describe, no artist picture,

I'he Rebels, behind their intrenchmnents
on the hills, remained as quiet as the grave.
Not o shot had they fired since the signal
guns at daylight.  Keports ran through the
cumps thit they had fallen back to the see-
ond range of hills, and would not offer hat-
tle until we had moved upou their own ground

Gen. Sumner’s Division was drawn up iu
battle line wwaiting the order to cross the
viver. Gen. Howard had been given the
place of honor, and was Lo have the advance.
Gen. Dana’s old brigade, now commanded
by Col. Hall, yas to be the firstto cross
the river. Determined that the bridge
should be laid and Gen. Howard's Division
over the river hefore sunset, these brave
soldiers sprang into the boats, and, under
the shacpshooters, with our own shell falling
he hundreds all around them, effected a land-
ing -on the opposite side, drove the riflemen
(ron theie hiding-places, killed and wound-
ed fifteen, and took filty prisoners. The
moment the boats touche({shore a shot went
up from the cannoniers at our guns,from the
soldiers drawn out in line of battle from line
and staft’ oflicers gathered by hundreds to
witness the crossing, and from all spectators
of whatever rank or elass, that ahnost
drowned the roar of artillery, At this mo-
ment Gen. Sumner and his staff came riding
up, and sceing what had been accomplished,
ordered a hand near him to strike up Dixie.
‘Lhe leader said he could not play Dixie, but
would give him Yankee Doodle, and the
boud were ahout placing their instruments
to their inoaths, when a round shot from the
enemy’s battery, which had yemained silent
all day, fell plump in their midst,and with it
fell all the brave band upon their bellies,
asif each had been struck on the head with
the shot. Discovering however in a mo-
ment that they were not hit, they sprang to
thewr feet, dropped their instruments, and
TR

General Burnside, having got his
army across the river, drew it up in or-
der of battle in the streets of Freder-
ickshurg, and marched it against the
encmies works.  All attempts to carry
them proved unavailing; and at length
convinced that the task was beyoud his
strength, determined to recross, ‘Lhey
are now said to be oat of danger, hav-
ing the Rappahannock between them
and the enemy. The wiihdrawal of the
troops is thus described :

‘'be movement commenced at dark on
Monday night. All the sick and wcunded
were removed during the day to hospital
tents this side.  Burnside inspected the po-
sition ¢f the troops at p. m. The withdraw-
al of our forces had been determined on at
a council of all the corps commanders du-
ring the day, The undertuking was re-
gurded as perilous, but if successful would
rescue the army from another battle which
would accomplish litile except the destrue-
tion of valuablelives. The troops had re-
ceived no iutimation of the intention to re-
treat, and had Jaid down on their arms for
the night, when the ovder was given to full
in.  Thetroops supposed it was for a night
assault on the enemy’s works, and- were not
undeceived until they found themselves on
the pontoomy, crossing the stream. The
hridges were covered with earth to desden
the sound of artillery.



