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R. W. BAXTER, Acting Deputy Mini8ter of Finance.
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-News of an invention which promises to
be of the very highest interest to users of
steam, is given by a correspondent in a recent
issue of the Manchester Examiner. It is that
of a regenerative furnace which shall consume
or in some way do away with smoke. This
invention bas been patented by Messrs. Ash-
worth & Kneen, of Dalton-in-Furness. It is
claimed that while bringing about an economyof something like 40 per cent. in the con-
sumption of coal, it also secures the total abo-
lition of smoke. Careful tests have demon.
strated, says the paper named, that the new
regenerative furnace will make more steam at
about one-half the quantity of coal required to
be used at present. It can be fitted readily to
any boiler, marine included. "Further, the
application of the new furnace to any boiler
means the complete abatemeut of aIl smoke, amatter in which most large towns are deeplyinterested. Many seientific men, includingsome of the Naval Dockyard authorities, have
inspected the furnace, and all speak of it in
eulogistic terms."

-Rev.. Dr. Howley, vicar apostolic of
Western Newfoundland, who was in Halifax
last week, stated to a newspaper reporter that
the representations of the Newfoundland news-
papers and government that the people of that
Island are prosperous and happy were bare-
faced misrepresentations spread abroad for the
purpose of covering up the true and sorrystate of affairs. The vicar states that thou-
sands of families are living in unutterable
misrry and woe. The fishery this season has
been an almost entire failure on the whole
coast. The people must have government aid
to carry them through the whole winter. Dr.
Howley is in Halifax to forward a direct
steam line between the west coast of New-
foundland and Nova Scotia and be presses
the matter upon the Dominion and Local
Governments for subsidies.

-Some of the American newspapers oc-
casionally drift into the truth about the result
of this season's fishery. The Portland Pres8
says, "some few vessels have done well, butin the main the mackerel fishermen have
hardly earned their salt, some of them have
actually failed to do even that. Many haveabsolutely nothing for the subsistence of their
families during the winter." This is a strik-
ing contrast to reports from our Canadian
fishermen who have done well all around and
are "well-fixed" for the winter. During thehot controversy last spring it was a favorite
etatement of American newspapers that our
fisheries were worth nothing to them and no
doubt when occasion serves the statement will
be repeated, but just at present it would seem
that tbevigilanceof Canadian cruisers bashad
disastrous results to the fishermen of Maine
and Massachusetts.

-Mr. F. V. Winch, a British Columbia
purveyor, bas shipped to Yokohama per SS.
"Parthia," 367 boxes of winter apples, most of
which came from Sea Island and the balance
from the Sound. Mr. Winch also sent as
samples 300 Ibs. of Fraser River smoked
salmon, and 40 Ibs. of British Columbia roll
butter. He expects that quite a profitable
trade will yet be done in shipping the pro-duce of our farms and fisheries to China and
Japan.

-The schooner "Maggie Mac" left Halifax
last Wednesday for Victoria, B. C., and theschooner "Ariel" left St. J.ohn the same dayfor Vancouver, B. C. The latter has a crew
of seven men all told. Capt. Bucknam's wife
and four children accompany him on the",Ariel."

fcimmericial,
MONTREAL MARKETS.

MONTREAL, 23rd Nov., 1887.
AsHEs.-The market shows little change,

enquiry has not been active, and receipts con-
tinue to be very moderate. We quote for first
quality pots $4.10 to $4 20, seconds $3.60 to
$3.75; in pearls there have been no recent
sales, in Liverpool they are quoted at 45/-,
equal to about $8.00 here, but find slow sale.
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