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ITHEI INTR TI1N4Es

present rates are in their operationi unjust, partial and

prejudicial te several classes ef our fellow-citizetîs:

ist. To the boeksellers and distributors ot literature, who
are sacrificed iu favor et Amerîcati organizatioîîs liavig tic
sanie business enîds.

2nd. To our mantacturers and producers, who fuîd tlic
wares et their rivaIs in the United States advcrtised hroadcast

and distributed at the expeîîse et thc Geveruimejt ut Canîad.
3rd. Te the Englisb publisîters wbo have te miect the corn-

petition in this market et literatuire arti[îc 'ially clîeapecd .ît the

expense et the Amerîcan and Canadiati Goverjîrneiits.

4 th. Te the literary men and pablishers ef our owii couin-

try, who have te maintain an unequal struggle agaînst a flood
et toreign productions,

Nobody will advocate the exclusion ot United

States reading matter fron the Doiiîon. But

certainly il îs time that somethîing %vas done to aller

tbe present exclusîon, se far as price cati act, ot the

literature and news of our own Mother-1-aîd througli

postal regulations andl imiports which are neither

justifiable in îhemselves nor beneficial to tîte revenues
efthlus er thaï: Governuient,

Sir George Drummond, we are glad to noete, was

warmily applauded for his able and exhaustive speech

on the subject, and the Senate passed his resolulîin
unanimously.

HUMBUGOINO ENGLISH EXPORTERS.

"Forty-five Birmingham ianufacturers mnet in
the Cosinopelitan Club in that city, and spent an
hour in comparing notes concerning a Canadian
visiter whose pilgrimage te Birmingham bas let
rniingled merrories. A brilliant bird ot passage, the
Canadiaxi offered traders a quick way te fortune by
advertising in a Canadian journal associated with comi-
mercial interests." This is part of a clipping sent ns
by an Eîîglish friend, and doublless reters to the now
nolorious "Dr." Gustavius WV. G-riffini, D.B., etc., whc,
long represented in the Uniited ýingdni tîvo Ment-
real trade journals. Describing the saine galherîing,
the Birmingham Evening Despatch, et 2 s Iehruary,
receunîs Griffin's statenient that one journal lie repre-
sents is suhsidized by the Canadian Govemnnit, a
statement dispreved by a letter fromll the Unider-Sere-
tary et State which declares it te be " whelly un-
fonnded." This letter the Menetary Times printed
twe years age along with ene et lîke tener frem the
Caniadian Minister ef justice. New, says the
Despatch;

"The most untorttînate part ot the whohe business is
that it tends te discredit Canada in the eyes et the British

trading community. The interchange et conmmerce betwcen

the two ceuntries is growing rapidhy, bt ît will receive a

check if the taitlî et the people on this, side iii the integrity

et the men -on tbe other side is sbaken by such persons as

the snioeth-tongued Idoctor.' The Evenîng Despatcb cani-

eit, tee, strongly emphasize the advice that on matters

affecting the cemmercial relations of the Midlands and

Canada the satest and soutndest' way is te go tu Central

House, New Street, Birminghamî, and cousult Mr. P. B.

BaIl, who is the Canadian Government's accredited agent
bere."

Any one who does sei wilI be enlightened as to
the character anid the metheds of this cheeky can-
vass-er, wvho is as bold and plausible as he is un-
scrupulouis, but who bas had several shafts put
throuigh is, brassy armor by Mr. Bail. The "Dector's"
suiccess in Birmingham (where he is said to have got
150 advertisemeiiits) and elsewhere in Engla 'nd, tends
to niake one change one's mind as te the Englishman

being so wary and utîjuipressionable as lie is repuited

te be. li the Mercantile Guardian, ut Lonîdon, dated

2ist February, is a reterence Io the wily D*Ioctur," and

a stateient that -Birininghain ianufacturers who

have been led te give Iiiin advertisenieiit ortiers for

large suitis arc at last Uip il amins, and ineaxi to coin-

bine togethier and dispute thec daims made" by the

ixtPr or paer lie rel)resCiits. And the London cor-

resp)ondent of the Mlontreal, Gazette writing on i8th

it., speaks of tinited action being taken by exporters

iii the 'Midlands bo refuse paymreut for advertisemients

givel the Docto-r for whiîchi no value lias been reccived

- the circulars anti letters sent to Canada by thein at

Griffiui's sug,ïgestîin )eîing often returned through the

dead-letter office. Corni-wllting upon which the Mont-

real Trade Bulletin declares thiat:

The t i ,de jounal, \vh<e 'plausible huinbug' of ait

adv ertisïng aigent, wilith lî 'tnri rptlouis nisreprcsciitations'

reterred tu, iii thle abuve dç',patcli, *ha', stuch ait unenviable

repuitatiol-)i in Cainiad andl the Unîited States tlîat the journal

in question would ,-:ircel-y care to have Iiiluiinl their emiploy

on this side of flic %tlantic, nur does it publishi bis naine as

thîcir English agent." Says the Bulletin further: "The con-

tinuation of sueh practices on the part of the advertisiug

agent referred tii is sinîply dainîiug the prestige of Cana-

dia t irade journafisin, amd every proprictor lu the Dorminion

w ho desires to dIo business on straiglit hunes should use his

inifluenice lu puitting a stop to such disgraceful tactics as

have heen comîpldîned ot repeatedly by Englisli arlvertisers

in, and subscribers te, Canadian trade papers."
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SUSPENSION 0F THE BANK 0F YARMOUTH.

WTord reachied us on NIoiday Iast ot the suspension of

the Bank ot Yarmîouth, Nova Scetia, folhowiîîg last weck's

runior of an intended amalganiationi of tliat batik with the

Union Bank of Hlalifax. The probabilities appcar te lie that

approaches wcre recently made to the Hlifax batik men-

tioned with a view to such amalgamnation, but that it

ileclined them upon einqtiry, and the Yarmouth Bank then

assignied. For 3'ears, the failed bank has beeti carryiîîg otie

or twe lîeavy ani unsatistactory accounts;, and our intellî-

gence is thiat the tailure ot the boot and shoe înantacturiîig

firni et W. IL. Redding & Sons a day or twvo betore pre-

cipitated the suspension of the banik. It appears that this

lirni owed the 1bank the altogether disproportioiiate simi of

$490,000. i bas1 1-ee1 doing ant excessive and lîiglîly coin-

petîtîve husîiîeus
Thie e-ffet w\ill net be serions, for the deposits wcre

tîndert $24e,eoW at the end ot January, aceordiîig te the Batik

Statemnit, aind the total liabilities $384,494. If wc suppose

that the total assets, whicli are Put downl -ýt $732,678, wil1

net realize enotigh to pay these (the cash assets arc decidedly
limited), there is stîlI the double liability ef tlîe shareholders,
some et wlioî are descrîbed as wealthy nien. Current loans

are $623,436. The capital paid UP Ïs $300,000, aîîd there is a

nominal rest of $35,000. Jaîîtary circulationi was $52,989.

The directors are John Lovitt, tîresident; S. A. Cromwell,

vice-president; HI. B. Cann, Augtîstus Canin and J. Leslie

I.evitt.

Since the abeve was written, we have received a commuîni-

cation drawing attention te the circiimstances ot this bank's

failure and asking if it is net possible for the Geverniment te

avert sucb an occurrence by timely intervention, since the

Deputy Minister of Finance bas by law the pewer te go jute

a bank's effice and investigate its gssets if he lias reason te

doubt the seundness of its affairs., It weuld seem te be rea-

sentable tbat~ when the Canadian batiks as ai body guarantee the

circulation et any one of themn, pewer sbeuld lie in the bauds

et representatives of the baniks, say the Bankers! Association, te

make enquiry ite tbe condition et a banik et whese position

they bave goed reasen te be doubtful. We kîîew they pes-

sess, and have used, the power te makce full enquiry inte the

note issues of banks, the object being, ameng ýother things, te


