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COMMENT AND CRITICISM.

The Indian element does not appear to be any hstter disposed than
last week.  From Prince Albert aud MclLeod districts alike, they arve
reported as uncasy. Last year most of them at least were fed regularly
by the Government, this winter, we understand, some changes have
been made which may induce them to become mischievous. While
there is very little danger of a general uprising, it is quite possible that
some marauding may be done, and it is the duty of the country to use
every means to prevent this, Theore are several points at which suth-
cient Joyal men should be found willing to do military duty to permit
Might it not be advisable to
supply arms and accoutrements to companies at say Prince Albert,
Battleford, Edmonton, Regina and Calgary 1 If such could be

the formation of niilitia cowpanics.

organized, we have little doubt it would tend to restore confidence
in those centres.

We may make our minds easy on the scove of any invoads from the
other side of the border. The American Government ave entitled to
every praise for the precautions they took last spring, and are yet
maintaining, to prevent thuir border tribes from molesting us, and the
first attempt at a movement in that direction would be promptly

checked by troops from onc of the many forts on the confines of Mon-
tana.

A correspondent wants our opinion as to the desirability of raising
the question of granting medals for the Fenian raids. OQur first im-
pression is decidedly averse to such a proposition; and for soveral
veasons. Fifteen years have passed since the last raid, and it is voo old
an issue to revive, for one thing. Besides it would open the door to
endless bickerings. Undoubtedly the performance of some of our
troops under five, was quite as gallant as any work done in the North-
west, and quite as deserving of recognition, but some of the troops
wero not so successful, and if any distinction were made there would
be & row at once. Moreover, if all who were on active service were
to obtain the distinction, it would include nearly e whole militia
force of that day, Once hring up the question and irreconciluble differ-
ences of opinion wonld appear simultaneously.

If our correspondent doubts this a perusal of tie letters that have.
appeared in our columns as to the disposition of the medals for the late
campaign, where there have been a dozen suggestions as to the bestowal .
of clasps, &c., should sufliciently prove what would happen if the same -
thing were attempted for work done fifteen or twenty years ago, and
we feel sure that the Government have too great a desire for peace to
entertain the proposition for a moment.

The Dufferin Rifles ave evidently determined to ¢ do things up in
style”  Last week they took possession of their splendid new mess
rooms; this weelk they are issuing special regimental Christmas grect-
ings. The cavds are neatly lithographed, bearing vignettes of the Earl
and Countess of Dufferin, and the regimental crest in an appropriate
and elaborate border surrounding the words “ Compliments of the
season, with best wishes of the Licut.-Colonel commandirg and officers

~on

of the regiment, Brantfud, NXimas., 1883,

Well done Ninetieth!  The “little black devils” are to the front
again with a men’s club, and nearly six hundred and fifty dollars to
Wo
would commend the descripiion of this association, under ovr heading of

put into the pot for a stait, so that its suceess is well agsuved.

“ amusements,” to the many city and town corps which have not yet
established similar clubs, with the assurance that such an institution
for cach one of them would involve great benefits, hoth moral and
physical, to the battalions, and would be an invaluable recruiting
agent for the assistance of the officcrs. To any such clab we would
wish to make a conple of suggestions. It should have such a reputa-
tion that pavents, wives and sweethearts would feel that their friends
were safe there, and to this eud, while there is no possible objection
to cards or billiards in themselves, there should be a ecastiron
rule in the conslitution, preventing the remotest approach to gambling,
with any infringement punishable by dismissal.  Even the arrange-
ment of making the loser in a gume of billiards pay for it is objection-
able. There should also be a room in the club—-preferably the reading
room—in which no smoking should be allowed ; there is always a
small minority who dislike the fragrant weed, and i% is well to teach

men that tl.ere is a time and place for everything— even smoking,



