
D)OMINION MEDICAL MONTIILX'

excision of the part with an end to end anastomnosis six weeks
later, gave a perfect resuit. This case is, as far as 1 can find,
unique. There have been eighit cases of phiegmionons enteritis
reported, but none of phlegmonons colitis that I can find in the
literature.

NEURASTIIENIA.*

BY S. il. NCov, M.1)., Si. CATHARINES, ONT.

Mr. President and Cen tleiie,-Perhaps the nmost widespread
trouble we as niedical men have to deal with to-day is neuras-
thenia, entering, as it does, into the homes of the rich and poor,
attacking maie and female alike, aduits, and often children.

If we accept as a definition of neui-asthen ia what is conveyed
to our mind by looking to its derivation, we shall finci that it
covers a nuch wvider field than that accepted to-day when wve use
the word.

There are many neurasthenic syniptonis appeariflg as fore-
runners to more serions maladies, stich as melancholia, insanity
and disseminated scierosis; yet we would be Nvrong in saying that
the p)atient was stiffering f rom neurasthenia.

The term, as accepted to-day. merely means a lowering 0f

nerve potential. .The nenrons of the nervotis systemi are incap-
able of being tised to the capacity for whichi they Nwere originally
constructed.

It does not mean that there exists organic change in the nerv-
ous system, the presence of which causes simulation of neuras-
thenia for a certain period of timie.

The pathology of neurasthenia is largely speculative, but if
one looks to the construction of a fleuron, and how one sncb
neuron is continuns with a sncceeding one only by arborization
of the terminal endings of the axis-cyIinder aroind the dendrites,
he can see rnany wvays by whiclh lack of power to conduct imn-
pulses car, be brotnght about.

A nenron is endowved originally wvitlh a certain percentage of
power, not only for conductivity, but also for assimilation of its,
own food.

If f romi any cause w.hatever the celi potential is used up>

*Read at Ontario Medical Association, in Toronto, May, 1907.


