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sion, in operations on the syphilitic, numbers have been inoculateci
and lives of usefulness marred. \Vhat more obnoxious than a
syphilitic with mucous patches or an epithelioma on bis lips, or a
specific sore throat, offering bis pipe to a comrade or participating
in the Comimunioni in any of tbe Christian Churches wvhere the
individual cup is flot used. I feel sure if the laity could understand
the disastrous resuits of oral sepsis, there would be no dissentingf
voice in the use of the individual Communion cup. The physician
cati evidently curtail muchi misery, but he needs the help of the
public to stamp it out altogether. It needs a greater concern on
the part of every one in social and m-oral reforms, a cultivation of
higher. ideals. You may attribute it to ignorance or wvant of
education. These are but scapegoats. If it is due to wvant of
education, then let me say that the people of our large centres are
lamentably ignorant, and just here 1 beg to state in my opinion
the ends of justice would be as well secuired by taking the oath
wvith the hand uplifted, as that impure method of kissing the
Bible-a Bible that has done untold service. XVhat more impure?
To return again to the disease-producing gferms, a w',eîl-knovn
characteristic of the microbe is that it is cowvardly, it wvill not attack
many subjects unless their systems become wreakened, as is the
case of many young» people, from wvant of proper nourishm-ent, from
living in closely-croxvdecl, ill-ventilated tenement houses, or froin
working longer hours than is consistent with a healthy system. Lt
is acknowvledged that these are factors that go to swell the victims
of the wvhite plague. If people xvere to faîl in love w~ith frebli air-,
sunlighlt, %vholesomne food and cleanilinesm- in their youthful clays,
and regulate their hours of xvork as much. as 1-any do after con-
tracting the disease, the demancl for sanatoriums would be much
less. A great interest is being taken in the erection of sanatoriums
for pulmonary phthisis, and, while I hope that it may continue, I
feel that th-e work in this direction should growv less and less from
year to year as the deathi rate becomes reduced. The great
arteries wvhich. keep up the supply of consurnptives, pulsate stronger
and stronger in many places. If ever we cati boast ourselves a
great people, and vie wvith other nations, if ever wve cati sustain the
reputation of our country for prowess, for culture and refinement,
it will be by so altering, so modifying the strenuous life that xvc
live that xve shaîl not permit any.feeding grounds, any, citlture
grounds, for the microbe that wve shaîl be able to-rernove ail
sources of the dread malady. It does seem that while great
efforts are being made fcr the cure of the afflicted, our thoughts,
our energies, are not sufficiently concentrated and aimed at the
ýfaults of our national life in many respects.

XTou are ail familiar wvith the harrowing details of the lives of
the children in the coal regions of our neighibors to the South dur-
ing the great -strike of the miners three winters ago. I need flot

à' 1 .5


