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A GR AND OVA TION M1OND AY NI H T.

Lachéid bese3rtpt Ion of the Present Posi-

ion or the Question of Irelands
Righbt to a Local Legislature. The
Youngr Irishmen's L. & B. Assóciation
Présent Blin Withi an Address-Ban-
quet-ed at the Hall. -

Hon. Edward Blake, Q.G., M.P. for
South.Longford,in the Imperial Houese
of Commons, arrived in Montreal on
-Monday, and at once drove to the St.
Lawrence hall preparatory to addressing
a meeting called by the Young Irish-
men's Liters.ry and Benefit association
in the Windsor halI at eight o'clock.

At 7.30 the members of the Young
Trishmen's Literary and Benefit associa-

tion, under the presidency of Mr. Jas. A.
Flood, and headed by a band, marched
to the St. Lawrence hall and thence es-
corted the guest of the day to the Wind-
&or hall. The procession fromn the hotel ,
was composed ofthe band, then the stand-
ard bearer of the society bearing its
green and _gold banner, a carriage and
four contaiming Hon. Ed ward Blake,
Hon. John Costigan, Hon. J. J. Curran
and Mr. Flood, _followed by, the mem.
bers of the association marchling two and
two and wearing their badges. Having
formed, the procession passed down St.

James street, across Victoria square and
via Beaver hall and Dorchester street
and Dominion siquare to Windsor hall,
to the inspmrting strains of 'Garcry
Owena." .

Long before eight o'clock the floor of
Windsor Hall was well occupied, and as
the distant but approachmng notes of the
band were heard, the seats which had
no far remamned vacant were rapidly
filled. Shortly before the hour was
sounded Hon. Peter Mitchell passed
down the hall and crossed the platform'
his appearance on which was the signal
for a hearty round of applause fromn the ¡
audience, which was rapidly growing
slightly impatient.

A few minutes later the curtains at
the rear of the platform were opened
and, heralded by President Flood, Hon.

ing anovationfentrhe imenaseaei-
ence. He was accom2panied on the plat-
form y H an, on.hn ContigaH z.J. J.

Curran, Hon. entor MurphyHon.

Ald Villeneuve, Ald. Jea notte, Mess.
P.P. FlynL. 0 David, Dr. Hinpton ,
Davis, Ald. Nolan, F. B. Rayes, Alds.
TanseyFather O'Donnell, Mesurs. Slat- -
tery,.niutler, Loye, Burke, St. Louis, H.
Cavanagh, J. P. Whelan, P. Wright and
several other gentlemen. As soon ai ni-
lence could be restored, and the gentle-
men on the platform. had taken their
seats, Mr. Flood proceeded to read the
address to Hon. Edward Blake, as fol-

'WriqnsoR Rist, January 29,1M.
To the HoN. EDWARD BLAK E, Q,.., M.P.

iHOqNoRED siR--We the Young Irishmnen's
Literary and heneafl Association and our

frangsass embledwl us, dero ILa ea
tender you a heartfelt welcome to the city of

°tany'tlime we should greet you as one of
-Canadae noblest sono one of the most distin-
;guished of the desoen danis or Ireland on tis

laery wa ' ra ire . nderto r to ned w
In this Dominion, the unswerving devotion

oTedean enism yuwtheloveansoù
idence and esteama of all classes ln our

mma t t b o ee a e a ytot om h

their roreahré.Nw however, as you comes
am t us fte havi made the heroic sa-

Cnadianhome, tenust 7your aspeea d abili
tien In the Britislh House of commons to the

Iandouarredoubly"welcŸme u gr er r
With a genuine "lCead Mille Paiell and are

ahe struggle In whicho.7Ure got p of

champion.ya
May Divine Providence spare you to con-

taen. Xa e at witness yrfinal trIuu"mpr
n thleOons titonal battle now being waged,

an a ln aa yaof pech rosperity nd vgor;

dear old land. .

Wemrél tattheoltzs of 3Montreai er

amongst us without substanttal ev1 enoe ofr
their appreciation of youtr efrorts, and on their

soep te assuasncer t v e e oncidera-

TREi YO'UNG IBaanisHEEN LITEEABY AxD

JAISý.FOOD'presidenit.
Mn.. BLAKE'is ADIDREss•

Hlon. Mr. Blake, on rising to epeak, was

their kindness towards himself. and he not by the people who are being sent
thanked them for the words in which there. Here everything is so paid, and
they had referred to his past course in the candidates stood on an equal footing,
Canada and hie recent action elsewhere. but in Britain the comte of the election
Me couild clain that here and on the are borne between the candidates,.
othe r aide he always sought to be true to This was putting a prermium' on
his convictions as to the right and the the . rich, as against the p'oor.
ju.àt. (Hear, hear.) With reference to The Liberal party -aliso wanted a
the great question upon which he was provision for the payment of mnembers,
to speak, he had been the champion, as in Canada and in every part of the
durinig his whole public life, of such a British colonies. In England the popular
true Home Rule system as was applied party believe that a fair payment to
to this country. He believed in the ex. miembers would be in the -public interest. 1
istence of provincial autonomy and of (Hear, hear.) They wanted what would 9
the ftuest mesaures of loca.l rights with have turned the Salisbury Government 1
an efficient State Government for comn- out long before it was turned out, provi- 1
mnon concerna. Whetherhbis party was -sion by which people miight have a 1
in power or not hielhad always chance, after electing a government, of 1
advocated it as in the truest in- mending the machine, cutting out the 1
terests of the country. With reference rotten timber. and getting rid of all t.hat f
to those differences which arose here shad not stood the test of time oftener
in I[reland and elsewhere from religious than once in seven years. It was possible
divergences, he advocated the fullest they might want nome legislation to
grant of civil and religious liberty. He limait the obstructive power of the heredit-
might also claim that in reference to ary chamber (applause). Who could
this question of Home Rule for Ireland doubt that all these things were step. t
he was an advocate for its being taken ping atones toward the'*obtaining oflHome 1
up in this country as a question upon Rule itself ? In the interest of Home L
which Canadiane of every creed, religion, Rule not less even than asgeneraljustice t
and party, should act together, and that and equity should these reforms e '
it should not be considered as the pro. given. The Government wished to win c
perty of one party, one race or one creed, these blessings for the people, and the 0
(Applause.) He congratuilated those Irish party were gomng to suint
interested in the question on its present them (cheers). There were other t
condition. Redlectmng on its state a few things -they wibhed to do, Buch ans1
yearsago it is a memiorable fact that the disestablishment of the church 8
after a conflict which has raged for eight in Scotland and Wales, and the estab- (
years the general election resulted in a lishment there of the principle of reli.
majority which has passed a large and gious liberty. The very principle on
liberal measure of Home Rule. (Cheers). which these reforms were advocated was
Truie, it has not become the law Home Rule, since it was because the
of the land, which was not due to majority demanded disestablishmient t
the representatives of the people, but to that the Government proposed to grant
an irresponsible and hereditary chamber it, The same principle was recognized 9
which thought it right to ignore in the Parish Council's Bill. It was the 0
for the time the popular chamber, de- policy of the party to give earnest and t
ciding that this should not become law enthusiastic attendance in Parliament, 8
until a second" election. But no one and to obtain these stepping atones
thinks the House of Lords will attempt, towards Irish Homne Rule this year, by
or would succeed if it attempted, mn which course large advantages were
erecting a permanent barrier to the gained. The speaker then dealt with the t
passing of this law. It will be disposed liome Rule bill, which was introduced f
of by the people. (Applause.) Mr. last session, which he stated briefly and M
Blake proceeded to enunciate his Home in its general leaturesi. The imeaure t
Rule policy, which was directed to the was based on the principle so familiar in l
question how best, must securely;, and Canada and the States, the principle that b
Mont rapidly to obtain at the election to it ie possible and convenient to cres.te c
which the Lords have committed them- separate institutions with large political L
selves a verdict favorable to the cause. powers to be exercised by.communitiesai
The principle on which their tacticsI occupying large areas for common L
were based was this. Somie years ago and local government purposes, ex. r
Mr. Parnell-(loud cheers) -whose great isting along with a government q
services to Ireland shall never be for- of the whole for national purposes. I
gotten (renewed cheers), when he found This would not weaken, but strengthen'C
within hie reach the basis of an honor- the elements of union; the netionaiLI
able alliance and a satisfactory national strenigth woufld be rather promoted than a
settlement offered to him by Mr. injured by the parts finding themselvesLI
Gladstone (cheers),. accepted the free to manage local affaire f h Irln,
offer and entered mnto. the alliance, and findmng happiness and contentment
and upon the basmis of the .policy among themselves. The Union has not
so established it in that the Irish yet received the real assent of the par- P
party have been ever since acting. They Lies to the transaction. In law it dose1q
a.cted upon the polic.y because they be- not yet exist. but morally it does. AilLI
hleved it to be the wisest and securest of the men whose mnmes ahine bright in t
means Of accomplishing their end. To Irishi history believe that a union for &
have secured the support of the greatest general purposes is a necessity to Ireland. E
statesman of this or any other country What are these keneral purposes ? The '
(hear, hear), the devotion of the later Maintenance of the Crown and Constitu.-0
years of hie life to their cause ; Lob- tion; the case of foreign and external r
tain through his influence the Liberal affaira ; military and naval matters; p
and radical parties, to have his own un- government of the colonies and de fn-
rivalled power of iniorming in en's mins nce etradta wt pte on- 1
awakening their hearts and rousing tries and with Ireland ; customs and ex2-
the British people to a Bense of Ireland's cime ; and some mninor matters. On e
needs was an inestimable gain. (Ap- all these mnatters they wanted na-.
pluse.) The Liberal party has shown tional union, not only in law,
itself absolutely true Lo its pledges, pt by the ussent of the two peoples, 0
They have suffered disaster, loss of office To' manage these affaira there was d
and friends, in the struggle in the cause, to be a national parliament, in which
and to-day, after six weary m]onthS Spent Ireland would be represented.' Bu t al]]
in the task of pushing the bill through local affaira should-be lef t undisposed of 9
the Hlouse of Commons, they were pre- for Ireland. The question of the land, of e
paredl to go to the polls again upon that property and civil rights, and education
question. (Cheers.) It was at the polls, of the p.eople, and justiciary, admJnistra-
that the battle was to be, lost or won, tion ofjustice, muinicipal laws and local
and the Irish party muet give assistance developmient were not embraced in the e
in the winning of the bate. 'As a Pre- subjects which the national parliament 0
paration for the battle they, had mnuch had power to deal with. These were to 1
to do. During 1894 they wanlted t orss e regulated in an irish Parliament and eforward Buch reform ase should help them administered by an Irish Exective re-
forward with the Home Rule cause. spionsible to the Parliament. (Cheers.)
Mgany of the reforms which were sought It was true that in respects of some of
for Great Britain were in existence in thense pointe there were postponements.
Canada. T.hey wanted a better systemn The landquestion would not pass under
of registermng the voters by which the Irish jurisdiction for three years ; the*
large suffrage which existed in law maight police force was to gradually be trans-
becomne a reality. They &as wanted formed during a period of six years, and t
Siniultaneous po11llg, polh1ng all over a corresponding delay existed in the casea
the country on the siame day. Then they of the justiciary. (IBut,"icOn'tinued Mr. c
wanted what we hlave in Most of the Blake, "if there are postponements, 1
provinces. of Canada in theory and in there are great compensations connected t
one .province in fact, equal rights and with the temporary . pos§tponements ; -

which were of.'more conseq 1uence, but
speakingbroadlý the Irish had no objec.tion tu them. There was a provision
that the Irisn legislature should. not
endow any religion or favor any man on
account of his religion. He wondered
how the P. P. •A. - would' like that.
(Laughter). The party believéd thee
restrictions to be based-on the funda.
mental prmnciples of civil and rehigious
liberty.'The less the _ state -had to de
with concerns of rehigion the better for
the church and for the state.' The Irish
did not object to these restric.tions, but
told the British people,IlYou ha.ve
burned into the hearts and brains of the
Irish too deeply mn the past the want
and wish and desire for the establish.
ment of religious liberty for us ever to
forget the lessons, you have taugh t us,
or ever to be as mntolerant as'you have
been in day gonie by." Restrictions
were provided that children attending
schools should have the _right to do no
without attending any rehigious instruc-
tion. contrary to their faith. It was
provided that property should not
be confiscated without compensa-
tion. The real property of the
vaist mass, of the Irish people was in pro
cess of confiscation by the mmnority for
a long timie, but when the real interests
of the landlords had been ascertained
their rights would not be swept away.
It was provided that the Irish legislature
should not establish any umiverdty with
differeint interests to_ those existng in
Trinity College, Dublin, with which the
Tories declared themselves satisfied.
The restrictions safe-guarding the supre-
macy of the Imperial Parliament were
touched on, after which the speaker said :
«The spirit and principle on which this

great constitution is framed is the right
of Iishmen to make laws in local mat.
ters, and so long as Ireland keeps true,
as she will keep true, so long will she
keep free from meddlesome British in-
terference." (Cheers.)

The question of finance was briefly re.
ferred to. Mr. Blake said he rejoiced
from the bottom of his heart that a
measure like this, not without difficul-
tien, giving large and liberal control of
local affaire, has attained the stage it
has. EYery effort must be devoted to
carry the measure into law. To this end
their tactics would remain as they were
no lonk as the Liberal party remained
true to their pledges, as he had every
reason to assert that they would. He
quotedl from a reent speech of M[r. Mor-
ley at Newcastle in which the Chief Se-
cretary for Ireland said : "RHe is no
true friend of Ireland who would suggest
any course which would give to any one
the chance to say that.Ireland had
broken her pledge. We will be true as
they are true.'1 (Cheers.) In- this al-
liance with the English Liberals, the Irish
party must give_ and_ take, but they
would still maintain their indepenidence,
thus remammig safe from the en-
tanglements which would otherwise
ansze. They were Irish Nationalists, not
British Liberals. We serve the Irish
race at home and abroad ; we serve no
other master."1 (Cheers). Mr. Blake then
referred to the need for the funds, for
payments Of some of the Irish membeis,
for regâtration purposes, and for the
British propaganda. He indignantly
denied that the party had personal inter-
est in asking for help. All Irishmen
weremiterested in the one cause ; some
aided it by a.peech, somne by their pens,
others by their purse. The Irish party
did their duty in the place to which they
were sent ; Jet every other friend of
Ireland do their duty. "ßo when the
great cause ends, when Home Rule in-
established and the Irish legislature busy
itself with the needs, the wants, and the.
wishes of the people, I am convinced we>
all can say : "We were of the men who,.
early and late, stood staunchly by the.
ca;use, recognized its wisdom, and helped
with heart, with tongue, with brain, with.
wealth, and no we shall hve with a light-
er heart and die with an easier con-
science than if we bs.d held aloof in the
cause of the land we love so dearly and
so well." (Loud and contiliued cheers)

Mi1 canadians interestea.

Hlon. J. J. Cuirran, who wasreed
with loud ch es r sd agvoe o
thanks to the Ho . r.Blake. Hesaid
all Canadians were interested in the suc-
cem of Mr. Blake. -HEis career in the
British Parliament would be considered
the gag of the ability of rýbli

men *In anadC. He-el.d-e


