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TRUE ‘WITNESS AND OATHOLIG OHRONIOLE

BLIAE ON HONE ROLE

A GRAND OVATION MONDAY NIQHT.

A Liield Desoription of the Present Posi-
tion of the Question ot Ireland’s
Right to a Loocal Leglslature. The
Young Irlshmen’s L. & B. Asscolation
Present Him with an Address—Ban-
quet ed at the Hall.

‘Hon. Edward Blake, Q.C., M.P. for
‘South Longford, in the Imperial House
of Commons, arrived in Montreal on
“Monday, and at once drove to the Bt.
iLawrence hall preparatory to addressing
:& meeting celled by the Young Irish-
men's Literary and Benefit association
in the Windsor hall at eight o’clock,

At 7.30 the members of the Young
Irishmen’s Literary and Benefit associa-
‘tion, under the presidency of Mr. Jas, A.

Flood, and beaded by a band, marched | h

to the St. Lawrence hall and thence es-
corted the guest of the day to the Wind-
sor hall, The procession from the hotel
waa composed ofthe band, then the stand-
ard bearer of the sociely bearing its
green and gold banner, a carriage and
four containing Hon. Edward Blake,
Hon. John Costigan, Hon. J. J. Curran
and Mr. Flood, followed by the mem:
bers of the association marching two and
two and wearing their badges. Having
formed, the proceesion paseed - down St.
James street, across Victoria square and
via Beaver hall and Dorchester sireet
and Dominion square to Windsor hall,
to the inspiriting strains - of “Garry
Owen.”

Long before eight o'clock the floor of
Windsor Hall was well occupied, and as
the distant but approaching notes of the
band were heard, the seats which had
#0 far remained vacant were rapidly
filled. BShortly before the hour was
sounded Hon. Peter Mitchell passed
down the hall and crossed the platform,
his appearance on which was the signal
for & hearty round of applause from the
audience, which was rapidly growing
slightly impatient.

A few minutes later the curtaina at
the rear of the platform were opened
_ a&nd, heralded by President Flood, Hon.
Edward Blake entered the ball, receiv-
ing an ovation from the immense audi-
ence. e was accompanied on the plat-
form by Hon. John Costigan, Hon. J. J.
Curran, Hon. Senator Murphy, Hon.
Peter Mitchell, Mr. James McShane,
Ald. Vilieneuve, Ald. Jeannotte, Mesgrs,
P.P. Flynn, L. O. David, Dr, Hingston,
Duavis, Ald. Nolan, F. B, Hayes, Ald.
Tansey, Father O'Donnell, Messrs. Slat-
tery, butler, Loye, Burke, St. Louis, H.
Cavanagh, J. P. Whelan, P. Wright and
several otber gentlemen., As s00n as si-
lence could be restored, and the gentle-
men on the platform had taken their
seats, Mr. Flood proceeded to read the
address to Hon. Edward Blake, as fol-

lows:
WINDSOR HALL, January 20,18,
To the HoN. EDWARD BLAKE, Q.0., M.P,

HoONORED SIR,~Wae, the Young Irishmen's
Literary and Benent Agsoclation and our
friends assssmbled with us, deem il & great
privilege to be allowed to approach you and
tender you & heartifelt welcome to the clty of
Montreal. )

Al any time we should greslL you as one of
‘Uanada’s noblest sons, one ot the most distin-
guished of the descendants of Ireland on this
oontinent. The high position you attained

in every walk oflife you undertock to follow | P

in thls Dominion, the unswerving devotion -
you have alwaysmanifested for the cause of
dear old Ireland, entitie you to the love, con-
fidence and esteam of all classes In our
community, but more especially to those who
like yonrae]r. look to Ireland as the land e
their forefathers. Now, however, 8 you come
amongst us, after havmi made the herolo sa-
orifice of abandoning all that is dear to your-
Canadian home, to enlist your splendid abili-
ties in the British House of Jomamons to the -
advocecy of the cause of Home Rule for Ire-
land, you are doubly welcome. ‘We greet yon
witha genunine “Cead Mille Failthe’ and are
anxious to hear from your lips the progress of
the gtruggle in which you are so valiant a
ohampion. .

May Dilvine Providence spare you to con-
tinue the work you have so generonsly under-
taken, -May we all witness your final triumph
in the constitutional battle now belng waged,
and along day of peace, prosperity and vigor-
ous natfonal lifesoon have its dawn for the
dearold land. .

‘We foel that the citizems of Montreal here
.agsembled will not allow yon to go from
amongst us without substantial- evidence of
their appreciation of your efforts, and on thelr
behalf a8 well as for ourselves we ask you to
:‘eoept the assurance of the highest considera-

on. :

THE YOUNG IRISHMEN’S LITERARY AXND
- BENEFIT ASSOCIATION.

JAMES A. FrLooDp, President.
MR. BLAKE’S ADDRESS,
- Hon, Mr. Blake, on rising to speak, was
‘greeted with loudand Iong continued ap-
lause. He accepted the address which
just been read as .a-testimony.of

their kindness towards himself, and he
thanked them for the words in which
they bad referred to his past course in
Canada and his recent action elsewhere.
He could claim that here and on the
oth:r side he always sought to be true to
his convictions as to the right and the
just. (Hear, hear.) With reference to
the great question upen which he was
to speak, he had been the champion,
during his whole public life, of such a
trus Home Rule system as was applied
to this country. He believed in the ex-
istence of provincial autonomy and of
the fullest measures of local rights with
an efficient State Government for com-
mon concerns. Whether his party was
in power or not he had always
advocated it as in the truest in-
terests of the country. With reference
to those differences which arose here as
in Treland and elsewhere from religious
divergences, he advocated the fullest
grant of civil and religious liberty. He
might also claim that in reference to
this question of Home Rule for Ireland
e was an advocate for its being taken
ui In this country as & question upon
which Canadians of every creed, religion,
and party, should act together, and that
it should not be conaidexred as the pro-
perty of one party, onerace orone creed.
(Applause.) He congratnlated those
interested 1n the question on its present
condition. Reflecting on its state a few
yeard ago it is & memorable fact that
after & conflict which has raged for eight
years the general election resulted in a
majority which has passed a large and
liberal measure of Home Rule. (Cheers).
True, it has nol become the law
of the land, which was not due to
the representatives of the people, but to
an irresponsible and hereditary chamber
which thought it right to ignore
for the time the popular chamber, de-
ciding that this should not become law
until a second election, But no one
thinks the House of Lords will attempt,
or would succeed if it attempted, in
erecting a permanent barrier to the
passing of this law, It will be disposed
of by the people. (Applause.) Mr.
Blake proceeded to enunciate his Home
Rule policy, which was directed to the
question how best, moust securely, and
moat rapidly to obtain at the election to
which the Lords have committed them-
selves a verdict fayorable to the cause.
The principle on which their taclics
were based was this. Some years ago
Mr. Parnell—(loud cheers) —whose great
gervices to Ireland shall never be for-
gotten (renewed cheers), when he found
within his reach the basia of an honor-
able alliance and a satisfactory national
settlement offered to him by Mr.
Gladstone (cheers), accepted the
ofter and entered into. the alliance,
and upon the basis of the .policy
8o established it is that the Irish
party have been ever since acting. They
acted upon the policy because they be-
lieved it to be the wisest and securest
means of accomplishing their end. To
have secured the support of the greatest
statesman of this or any’ other country
(hear, hear), the devotion of the later
years of his life to their cause; to ob-
tain through his influence the Liberal
and radical parties, to have his own un-
rivalled power of informing men’s minds,
awakening their hearts and rousing
the British people to a sense of Ireland’s
needs was an inestimable gain. (Ap-
lause.) The Liberal party has shown
itself absclutely true to its pledges.
They have suffered disaster, loes of office
and friends, in the struggle in the causs,
and to-day, aftersix weary months spent
in the task of pushing the bill through
the Bouse of Commons, they were pre-
pared_to go to the polls again upon that
question. (Cheers.) It wasat the polls.
that the battle was to be lost or won,
and the Irish party must give assistance
in the winning of the battle. As a pre-
paration for the battle they- had much
to do. During 1894 they wanted to press
forward such reform as should help them
forward with the Home Rule cause,
Many of the reforms which were sought
for Great Britain were in existence 1
Oanada. They wanted & better system
of registering the voters by which the
large suffrage which existed in Iaw might
become a reality. They also wanted
simultaneous polling, polling all over
the country on the same day, Then they
wanted what we have in most of the
provinces_of Canada in theory and in
one province in fact, equal rights and
Frmleges for all men 1n regaxd to the
ranchize—one man, one vote. ({Ap-
plauge.) The cost of election to the legis-

lature should be borne by the state, and

not by the people whoare being sent
there. Here everything isso paid, and
the candidates stood on an equal footing,
but in Britain the costs of the election
are borne between the candidates.
This was putting & premium™ on
the .rich, as against the poor.
The Liberal party -also wanted &
provision for the payment of members,
as in Canada and in every part of the
British colonies. In England the popular.
party. believe that a fair payment to
members would be in the public interest.
(Hear, hear.) They wanted what would
have turned the Salisbury Government
out long before it was turned out, provi-
sion by which people might have a
chance, after electing a government, of
mending the machine, cutling out the
rotten timber, and getting rid of all that
bad not stood the test of time oftener
than once in seven years. It was possible
they might want some legislation to
limit the obstructive power of the heredit-
ary chamber {applause). Who could
doubt that all these things were step-
ping stones toward theobtaining of[Home
Rule itself ? Inthe interest of Home
Rule not less even than asgeneral justice
and equity should these reforms be
given. The Government wished to win
these blessings for the people, and the
Irish party were going to asaist
them (cheers). There were other
things they wished to do, such as
the digestablishment of the church
in Scotland and Wales, and the estab-
lishment there of the principle of reli-
gious liberty. The very principle on
which these reforms were advocated was
Home Rule, since it was because the
majority demanded disestablishment
that the Government proposed to grant
it. The same principle was recognized
in the Parish Council’s Bill. It was the
policy of the party to give earnest and
enthusiastic attendance in Parliament,
and to obtain these stepping stones
towards Irish Home Rule this year, by
which course large advantages were
gained. The speaker then dealt with the
Home Rule bill, which was introduced
last session, which he stated briefly and
in its general teatures. The mesasurs
was based on the principle so familiar in
Oanada and the States, the principle that
it is possible and convenient to create
separate institutions with large political
powers t0 be exercised by communities
occupying large areas for common
and local government purposes, ex-
isting along with a government
of the whole for national purposes.
This would not weaken, but strengthen,
the elements of union; the national
strength wonld be rather promoted than
injured by the parts finding themselves
free to manage local affairs of their own,
and finding happiness and contentment
among themselves, The Union has not
yet received the real assent of the par-
ties to the transaction. In law it does
not yet exist. but morally it does. All
of the men whose names shine bright in
frish history believe that a union for
general purposes is a necessity to Ireland.
What are these general purposes? The
maintenance of the Crown and Constitu-
tion; the case of foreign and external
affairs; military and naval matters;
government of the colonies and depend-
encies; external trade with other coun-
tries and with Ireland ; customs and ex-
cise; and some minor matters. On
all these matters they wanted na-
tional union, not only in law,
.%1__15 by the assent of the two peoples.
o manage these affairs there was
to be & national parliament, in which
Ireland would be represented.. But all
local affairs should be left undisposed of
for Ireland. The question of the land, of
property and civil rights, and education
of the people, and justiciary, admjnistra-
tion of juatice, municipal lawa and local
development wers not embraced in the
subjects which the national parliament
had power to deal with. These were to
be regulated in an [rish Parliament and
administered by an Irish Executive re-
sponsible to the Parliament. (Cheers.)
It was true that in respects of some ot
these pointes there were postponements:
The land question would not pass under
Irish jurisdiction for three years; the]
police force was to gradually be trans-
formed during a period of six years, and
a corresponding delay existed 1n the crse
of the justiciary. “But,” continued Mr.
Blake, “if thers are postponementa,
there are great compensations connected
with the temporary . postponements ;
who would reject the bill which gave £o -
much at once, because it did not give
all at once? He then proceeded to

which were .of more consequence, but
speaking. broadly the Irishhad no nbjec-
tion to them, There was a_provision
-that the Irish legislature should: not
endow any religion or favor any man on
account of his religion. He wondered
how the P. P.-A. would like' that.
(Laughter). The party believed -thesa
restrictions to be based-on the funda.
mental principles of civil and religious
liberty. The less the state -had to de
with concerns of religion the better for
the church and for the state. The Irish
did not object to these rrsirictions, but
told the British people, *“You have
burned into the hearts and -brains of the
Irish too deeply in the past the want
and wish and desire for the establish-
ment of religious libexty for us ever to
forget the lessons you have taught us, -
or ever to be asintolerant as you have
been in days gone by.” Restrictions
were provided that children attending
schools should have the right to doso
without attending any religious insiruc-
tion contrary to their faith. Ii was

provided that property should not
be confiscated without compensa-
tion. The real property of the

vast mass of the Irish people was in pro
cess of confiscation by the minority for
a long time, but when the real interests
of the landlords had been ascertained
their rights would not be swept away.
1t was provided that the Irish legislature
should not establish any university with
different interests to those existing in
Trinity College, Dublin, with which the
Tories declared themselves satisfied.
The restrictions safe-guarding the sapre-
macy of the Imperial Parliament were
touched on, after which the speaker said :
* The spirit and principle on which this
great constitution is framed is the right
of Trishmen to make laws in lacal mat-
ters, and so long as Ireland keeps true,
a8 she will keep true, so long will she
keep free from meddlesome British in-
terference.” (Cheera.)

The question of finance was briefly re-

ferred to. Mr, Blake said he rejoiced

from the bottom of his heart that a
measure like this, not without diffieul-

ties, giving large and liberal control of
local affairs, has attained the stage it
has, Every effort must be devoted to

carry the measure into law. To this end
their tactics would remain as they were

80 long &s the Liberal party remained
true to their pledges, ag he had every
reason to assert that they would. He
quoted from a recent speech of Mr. Mor-
ley at Newcastle in which the Chief Se-
cretary for Ireland said: “He is no
true friend of Ireland who would saggest
any course which would give to any one
the chance to say that Ireland had
broken her pledge. We will be true as
they are true.”” (Cheers.) In- this al-
liance with the English Liberals, the Irish
party must give and take, but they
wonld still maintain their independence,
thus remaining safe from the en-
tanglements which would otherwise
arise. They were Irish Nationalists, not
British Liberals. “We serve the Irish
race at home and abroad ; we serve no
other master.” (Cheers). Mr, Blake then
referred to the need for the funds, for
payments of some of the frish membets,
for registration purposes, and for the
British propaganda. He indignantly
denied that the party had persoualinter-
est in asking for help. All Irishmen
were interested in the one cause ; some
aided it by speech, some by their pens,
others by their purse. The Irish party

did their duty in the place to which they
were sent; let every other friend of
Xroland do their duty. “So when the
great cause ends, when Home Rule is-
established and the Irish legislature busy
itself with the needs, the wants; and the
wishes of the people, I am convinced we:
all can say : **We were of the men who,.
early and late, stood staunchly by the
cause, recognized its wisdom, and helped
with heart, with tongue, with brain, with:
wealth, and so weshall live with a light-
er heart and die with an easier con-
gcience than if we had held aloof in the
cause of the land we love so dearly and
so well,” (Loud and continued cheers)

All Canadians Interested, -

Hon. J, J. Curran, who was greeted
with loud cheers, proposed &.vote of
thanks to the Hon.II)W:. Blake. Hoe aaid
all Canadians were interested in the suc-
cess of Mr. Blake. His career in the
British Parliament would be considered
the gauge Jof the ability .of our publie
men in Canada.” Heé - had - fufilled " the
most sangnine expectations. - His. career
in Qanada when he held the- position of
chancellor of the University .of Toronto,

speak of the permanent restrictions,

Ihead of the Bar of: Ontario; and:ex-




