' ’,'.'- etnted as “follows :
‘event equoll;, in two different ways, the eh.mces are said to'be

.L o

of prophecy.
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PROPHECY CONSIDERED NEGATIVELY.

The argument from the fulfilment of prophecy which appears
80 strong and conclusive in its affirmative aspect, is no less so
when the negative mode of reasoning is adopted. 'We may waive,
for example, the idea of a divine intelligence operating in the
annunciation and fulfilment of prophecy, and attempt to account
for the facts mentioned in some other way. But upon what other
principle can we account for them? The prophetic scheme is
evidently too vast and multifarious for human agency ; and this}|®
excluded, there remains only the hypothesis of chance—the ne-
gation of all intelligence, human and divine. The law of events,
under this supposition, is the same as that by which probabilities
are calculuted in some of the pursuits and occupations of life ;
and an argument on this point, therefore, resolves itself into
a mere application of the theory of probabilities to the subjects

ment was an event to be calculated upon with somé degree
of reasonableness, independently of any intelligent supervision,
then are we at liberty to adopt the philosophy ol' chanee ; but

votherwxae we are bound to reject it.

“The laws of chance, applicable to the case, may be brreﬂyy
When clrcumslances seem 10 determme an

equal “and the expectation. of either result is expressed with
evrdent truth, by the fraction 4 But when the determmmrr cir-

cumstunces aro unequally divided, so that any proporuon, more
* or'less than half of “the whole number, operates in. l'uvor of a

“sible: result of the other ; nnd by 4. parity of reasoning

':.'purucular result, the chance of that result is etpressed by the
_corresponding fraction.

If a ball, for e\nmple, is' to be drawn
from n bag containing equal numbers of white and b]ack, the

_probability of a white onc being drawn'is. e\pressed numerically
- by & 5 but if there be only one fifth of the whole number white,
the ratio of expectation will be }, and so for any other propor-

* tion : and this is the general law ol' sunp_lo probability.

‘T'he probability of a joint occurrence, when two independent
events are expected, is determined by ihe product of their simple
ratios; for there must evidently be, i in this' case, a whole range of
posolblo results, as regards one evenl correspondmg to each pos-
, tho same
trath i made evrdent for any numiber of events _]omtly consndeled

' .‘Il‘balls, _ for ermmple, ure 10 be- drnwn concurrently from two or
w more bnvq, contmnmn drlferent proporuona o(' bluck and white,

wxll be one chunoe ln 800° thut, m dlawmg one bnll ﬁom cach

1he wholc four will be whno ; and thisis lhc aeneml law. ofcom_'
) pound prolmbrlrty B

“With these premlses let us open the book ol‘ prophec), dnd

'select an example l'rom among the virious xemarl\.lble cvents
-there predicted.

Ve choose one of s0 e\trnordln'lry a character
as to place it among lhe most_nnprobnble events (humanly speak-
ing) of any age or nation ; but to be quite sure that we do not
aver-estimate it, we suppose it to have an equal chance of gencral
fulfilment ; expressed as we have said by the fraction 4, 'This
does not, however, include the particularities of time and place,

. both of which are comprchended in the terms of the prediction.

\Vilh regard to timie, we observe, . llmt as lhere i3 no natural
circumstance to determin the event spoken - of 1o one age or

o Jpenod mosrc than another, the pxol)dbrllty of - exact fulﬁlment in

this’ respect must be lll\'Cracl_)' us the whole’ number of ages in

" which it might have taken place. '1‘lns if we allow forty years
_-for the average duration of an age, is nbuut snty i.and the. [rac:
tion 1-60th, therefore, expresses the contmnoncy of time in the

case supposed. With regard to place, the ‘probability of exact
fulfilment is evidently determined by the relation of the locality
named to the whole world. "This, in the case referred to, is not
greater than thut of one to 100,000 ; andthe fraction 1-100,000th,
therefore, is the numerical fuctor for this element of probability.
Combining these three ratios, we oltain an aggregate of no less
than twelve millions of chaunces against the fulfilment of the us-
sumed event at the timo and place designated ; and this event is
the personal appearance ol Jesus Christ upon earth as the Saviour
of the world.

Remarkably associated with this appearance in many ancient:
predictions, was the continuance ol the Jewish dominion, and of
the temple at Jerusalem ; the joint contingency of which, accord-
ing to the principles explained, cannot be rated at less than 1-340.
A muliitude of predictions are found, nlso, in various parts of
Scripture, relative to extraordinary particulars in the life, charac-
tor, and de:th, of our Saviour, as well as with reference to the
political and sociul nspect of the times in which he appeared.
Many of them are so nearly miraculousin their nature, or so mi-
‘nute and circumstantial in their details a8 nlmost 1o preclude the
idea of chance in any sense.  And we are very sure, therefore,

that we do not assume too much in assigning to twenty of them anjj
,average cqual chance of non-concurrence..

Proceeding upon this
gronnd we find the probability oflherrjomt occurrence opposed
by a disparity of more than a million of chances to one; and it
“rosults from the combination of all the ratios thus found, that.the

If it result from such application that the fulfil-}}

inflof lhe lmnmn ~tnind may vamly '1ltempt to npprec_mte

6 || the l'racuon, lhe whole nlobe of thé earth, repeated mnn) mlllrona

young;

advent of our Saviour, in all 'its characteristic circumstances and
relations, could not bave been calculated upon as a matter of for-
tuitous occurrence, with more than one in four thousand millions
of millions of chances.. The term probability can scarcely be
applied with propriety to a case so very remote ; but the argu-
ment does not stop here.

Our Saviour, at atime when all the calenlations of human
forethought were diametrically opposed to him, predicted the
general dissemination of his gospel, and the consummation of
prophecy with regard to the destruction of Jerusalem, in the short
space of a single generation : and so it turned out. DBy the laws
of probubility, neither event had, at the utmost, more than one
chance in ninety of occurring at that particular time ; and there
was, therefore, only one in 8,100 of their joint occurrence.

The predictions relative to the siege of Jerusalem, the subjuga-
tion of Judea, and the dispersion and subsequent condition of the
Jews, present many particulars equally remarkable in charac-
ter and fulﬁlmenl ‘We select twenty-four, which have severally
a degree of probnbrllty not greater than 1-2, and the resultisan
aggregate of nenrly seventeen rmllrons of clmnees opposed to lherr
Jomt occurrence.’ o ‘ .

~The predictions of the Old and New Testament relntwe to the
shto and condmon of: the Charch in various ages, and i its mﬁuence
upon the moral und politieal welfure of mankind, l'urmsh nnotlrer
class ol'paruculars wlnch lm\e heen singularly veuhed The in-
dlvrdunl probability of most of them would be much less than. 43
hat wé concede this,.and limit ourselves to twelve pomt.-., lhe ag-
gregate contingency of which is about 1-4000th. :

I'mnlly, the proplecies of the Old Testament reiative to the
Gentile nations around India, and the great empires Ninevely, Ba-
bylon, Tyre, Egypt, etc. present about fifty particalars worthy ol'
notice in this calculation. To avoid, however, all possibility ‘of
error, we consider only half that number, {rom which we deduce
the expectation of their united fulfilment in about the ratio of one
to thirty-three millions. -

"There romains still a vast number of corrclative and circum-
stantial details, not reducible to any of the foregoing hcads,
which are found scattered through the pages of Scripture, and fur-
nish a thick array of corroborative evidence for the aflirmative
view of the subject;; but we need not fear to waive the use of
them in the present cnlculduon Tlre composition of the. ratios
already determined gives an ag regate which it .requires riearly
l'on) phces of figures to enumerate, and wlneh lhe utmo;t pow ers
If we
should eveit nssume a smwle gruin of-sand for, thov'numerato” of]|

of umes, would soarcely sufﬁce for lls denommalor ; and buch is
tlle extreme nnprobubllny of dny consrstent l'ulﬁlment of the
scnptural propheues on the prmcrples of chance,

ferent subJect= of prophecy as parts of one and the sume system ;
for although they were in fact uttered by different prophets and in
different ages of the world, they are all united by a common sub-
ject; and that with a degree of consistency and harmony
scarcely less wonderful than the fulGilment itself.— eI vaine’s
Evyidences of Christianily.

Philip’s Beauties of Female loliness.

THE PROMISES.

¢ Among those .who waited for the ¢ Consolation of Isracl,’
none in Beersheba lad appe-lr(.d in Zion so often as Sheshoa/zm
—From year to _ye'xr he had cneered the aged, and charmed the'
"on their- pllnrmm«re " His proverba met all cases, nnd
his snnles or tears suited all hearts. - He wept with the ‘weeping
.md rejmced with the . Joyful And yet. Sheshbazzar - was a man
that had. seen aﬁlmtron The Angel of Death had said twice,
¢ Write tlmt man & widower ; ;> and the ¢ desire of his eyes’ was
taken away at a stroke. The Angel of Denth stood on the tomb
of his grief, and said again, ¢ Write that man childless ;* and it
was done. His heart bled but it never murmured. He said that
each loss had becomea new link between his heart and heaven ;
and that now like the High Priest’s breast-plate, it was so linked,
all around, that it could not fall.  The young wondered and the
aged blessed the God of Israel, who gave consolation iu ronble,
‘and songs in the night.’

“Ilis fellow-pilgrims regarded him as almost a pillar of cloud
by day, and a pillar of fire by night, whilst journeying with him in
the wilderness. They resolved to ask him what was the sceret of
his consolation under so many calamities. They asked and the
old man answered with a heavenly smile, ¢ I shake the mulberry
trees.’ It was a dark saying, and they understood hininot ; but
knowing that he never spake unadvisedly with his lips, they pon-
dered that saying in their hearts.

“ Sheshbazzar knew that their curiosity was neither idle nor
impertinent, and said, * When we come to the valley of Baca, ]
will explain myself.’ They came to the valley of Baca, and be-
hold, it was very dry ! The streams in the desert were passed
away like the summer brook, and the heavens gave no sign of
rain. The pilgrims were panting <as the hart for the water
brooks,’ but found none. All eyes were turned to Sheshbazzar.

|tsoul.

casious to dine’ in company mtll Robert Morxh, an., a'ni
'celebmted l'm the part he took m the Amer reun,;revoluuo

It will not be objeeled to this calculation thut it regards the dll‘- |

~

dew, pure and plenteous as ¢ the dew of Flermon,” began to pour’
from every leaf. They made wellsaround the mulberry trees to
prevent the showers from being absorbed in the sand of the de- -
sert, and then shook the trees again, They drank ; but, tlloule
refreshed they were not satisfied. They looked to Sheshbazzar .
again. His eyes were up unto God. fle raised ¢the song.of
Degrees’ in that < house of their pilgrimage.’—All jOIHEd init,and -
sung, ‘I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh
my help My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and
earth.” The pilgrims paused. No cloud appeared on Carmel,
and no sound of rain was heard from the wings of the wind.
¢ Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious ?” was ‘a question qui~
vering on the parched lips of many. Sheshbazzar alone was ut-
terly unmoved. He raised again the song of Degrees, and his
rich and mellow-toned voice sounded in the wilderness like the
jubilee trumpet among the mountains of Jerusalem. " The pil-
grims listened as if an angel had sung; ¢ He will not suffer thy
root to be moved ; he that keepeth lhee will not slumber. The
Lord is thy keeper: The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand..
‘The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : he shall preserve thy
-~ The Lord shall preserve thy. gmnrr out, and thy coming in:
ﬁom tlns time forth, and l'or-evermore He paused and. bowed
lns heud and’ worahlpped The prlnrlms felt their fuith in God
reviving, and renewed their part of “the song: 1. \Vlll lrfl up mine ,
eyes unto the hills - from ‘whenee | comelh my help l}ly: helpu3
cometh from thé Lord, who umde heavea .md earth." And' wl\ilst
they sung, ¢ the Lord gave a plenteous l.un to refreah hls wenry
heritage in the wrlderneas C
““When they had dranl\ and were sntrsﬁed,‘nnd hnd blessed
the God of their l'nlhels, Sheshbazzar suid,— ‘ My children ! tlu.
Proxises of God are the mulberry trees in this valley of teais. ”
The dew of heaven lies all night on their branches, and some dew .
may always he shaken from them. When‘_I was widowed Jike
our father Jucob, 1 shook the unfuding mulberry tree; ¢ The Lorp™
livelh; blessed be the rock of my salvation.” When like David, -
our king, I was bereaved of my children, I shook that broad
branching mulberry tree, ¢ Fwill be upto thee a betler portion than
sonsor daughters. ‘\ccordmnl), I have found no trial without
fiuding some dew of consolation upon the trees of promise, when .-
[shook them, And when Iore was nece:sar_y, .God h.n stren(rth-— :
ened me wnh slren"lh in m_y eoul T : :

‘AN ncnon:s or Dr:.Ross. —The doctor once rnl'ormed me )
llmt when hewas ayouncr man, *he had been mvrted on some 00"

50" lmppened that lhe company had | wmted some"ume l'or Mr.
Morris; who, on his s 'lppearance apolomzed for' det'unmcrtllem b)
an)mw ‘that he lmd l)een engaged. in, lendrnv asermon, ofa clern\'
man who had just gone 10 Lll"ldﬂ(l to recerve orders. ' Well
Mr. Morris,” suid the doclor, “how did you like the sermon ? 3 l
have heard it highly extolled.’ ¢ Why, doctor,’ s.u.d he, <1 did -
notlike it at all. It is too srnooth and tame " for me.” ¢ Mr.
Morris, ¢ replied the doctor,” what sort of a sermon do you like 3’
¢« 1 like, sir,” replicd Mr. l\lul‘lls, ¢ that preaching which drives a
man up into the corner of Lis pew, and makes him think the d—l
isafter him.’ "

I beard him reprove liis medical cluss once for resllessnese,
during one of his lectures, by saying, ¢ Gentlemen, I fearT do '
not make you happy. The ‘happy are ‘alvways contented.’- . This
gentle rebuke pleasod me so well tlmal’ter lecture I thanked hnn
for it, Ol)SElVIﬂ" that - ¢ when occasron should -offer, I would try -

'lhe effect of it upon my conrrregnnon e No, s.nd the doctor,

I hope you will not.—1t is no. complmmnt to’ a nnmster of the
Gospel to reprove his confncgnuon for inattention. He should Le
able to keep their attention.”  Adding that ¢ Dr. M’s congrega-
tions were ajways atientive.’

Dr.Rush was perhaps one of the most untiring students that
ever lived. ‘Two young physicians were conversing in lis pre-
sence once, and one of them said © When I finished my studies,’
—* When you finished your studies I’ suaid the doetor abruptly,
¢ Why, you must be a happy man to have finished so young.’
I do not expeet to finish mine while I live.?

'The writer once asked bim, how he had been able to e¢ol-
lect such an immense wmount of information and facts as his pub-
lications and lectures contained. <1 have been enabled to do it
replied he, by economizing my time as Wesley did. I have not
lost av hour in amusement for the last thirty years.” And taking
a small note book from his pocket, and showing itto me, he said,
I fill such a book as thisonce a week with observations and
thoughts which occor to me, and ficts collected in the rooms
of my paticnts, and these are all preserved and used-

Dr. Rush was a great enemy to theatricul amusements. Ha
fold me that he was once in conversation with alady, a professor
of religion, who was speaking of the pleasure she anticipated at
the theatre, in the evening.—¢ Why madam,’ said he, ¢ do you go
to the theatre #* ¢ Yes, was the reply : ¢ and don’t you go? Do
youthink it sinful 2’ said she. He replied. ¢ Inever will pub-
lish to the world that I think Jesus Christ a hard master and
religion an unsatisfying portion, which I should do if I went on
the d—V’s ground in quest of happiness.” This argument wnl

¢ Shake the mulberry trecs,” said he. They sbnok them, and}

short but conclusive. The ludy determired not to go,




