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INFALLIBILITY.

110W FAR, AND wtH ERE, MAY CERTAINTY 0t1 TRUTIH
HIE EXIcTED IN THE 'lEACHING OF

TlitE CitURtCt ? .

By t/te Bishop of Qu'Apfpd/e.

[CoNcLUDEa.] I
But there are doubtless muany other matters

not defined in the Creeds, about which we would
desire ta know the positive truth, and concern-
ing which it is aIso welI for us ta be instructed
" for our soul's health." (Baptismal Service).
Such questions, for instance, as the exact mean-
ing of " Inspiration,"" Predestination," the l Fu-
tare State," the doctrine of " the Sacraments,"

Absolution," &c., &c.
But it is certain that on aIl subjects beyond

those contained in the Creed wve must be con-
tent te have olly that ordinary measure of as-
surance which cati be gathered fron lte teach-
ting of the branch of tie Chu rch to which we
belong, as expressed in tlie Liturgy and other
formulalaries, of thle Pastors who are set over us
us in the Lord as the duly authorizecd expoacnts
of that teaching, fron what appears ta have been
received by Ltle Church "everywlere, at all
limes, and by all," accotding ta the golden rifle
of S. Vincent of Lerins, and froma lte testimon
of loly Scripatutre rend w«ith a mind for lte illu-
mination and guidance of whicli the iHIoly Spirit
lias been faithfully sought.

And the truly wvise man vill assuredly ahvays
be ready and willing to defer his own judigment
to that of the general body of which lie is but a
single tiienber, and wili furiher consider tlat the
Church Uiversal is more likely, ta lie right than
any particular branch threef. IL is quite true
tliat, as we saidI at tie beginning, Our failli moust
rest tltinately on an act cf Our private judg-
ment. But thit does not mean that we must
necessarily exercise that private judgment in
every matter, or that we iust necessarily decide
everything for ourselves. " WC have tIe choice
whether we wili exercise Our private judgmîent
in aie act, or in maany " (Profcssor Salmon,

Ilfiallibility Of the CIhutrch'," p. 47). "JIn claim-
itng the riglit of privale jtdgmnat w-e acktnow-
ledge the necd of huima teachiing te enjoin that
jtdgmîeit." And w-e ive niay deterniine once
for ail that it is mcst reasonable that the indivi-
dual shouild submît his judgtnent to that of the
body of whiic h he is a meunier.

"Submission ta the authority of the Church is
[lic mîerging of Our lere individualisn in the
wvhole I istoric life of the great Christian brother-
hood; it is iaking ourselves at une witi tlhe
religion li its mlost permtanent and least mîerely
local formi. It is surrendering our individuality
only te enpty it of its narrowtness " (Gore, " Ro-
man Claiis," p. 51). Antd on the samie pritici-
ple also it is iost reasotiable that a part of ihe
body.-a uere local Church--should sublit ta
tIe judgmuent of tle whole. 'lie appeal of our
Cîhurch at the ime of the Reformation was
froi a mere part-the Church of Rome-to Ile
whîole Catholic Citurchi. By the judgtent of a
frea counîcil, truly represctitative of the whole
Catholic Church, our Citurcl wvculd bc still
willing to abide.

But upon questions in regard ta which there
have always been differences of opinion in the

Church, it would be no part of the duty of even
such an Ecumenical Council to give a decisive
judgment.

We may, indecd, very earnestly desire that we
could have more definite and certain knowledge:
on ail subjects, we may feel that it would be an
inexpressible comfort ta our souls could we
have more clear certainty. But if it does not
seem ta have been Christ's will ta give any
means for obtaining that certainty in matters
be>ond those that were absolutely necessary for
the stability of His Church and the salvation of
men's souls, we must not only be content with
our present state of trial and imperfect know-
ledge, but believe that it is somehow assuredly
good for us.

Where God has not given the help of an in-
fallible living authority, the true Catholic is con-
tent with a reliable authority. He accepts Re-
velation as Cod hath bcen pleased ta
give it in the Holy Scriptures, in the testimony
of tIe Catholic Clurch, in his own conscience'
(Berdmore Compton, " Infallibility "). 'lie real
fallacy of the modern Roman position lies in the
assumption that because it is necessary for us ta
kncw the certainty of the truth on sonte things,
c.g. vliether aur Lord was truly God, therefore
il is necessary that there should be a !i- ing au-
thority able ta tearli the truth infallibly on al
suyjed/s that men desire ta have solved.

hie Rev. C. Gore, in his late Bampton Lec-
titres (on tije Incarnation of tc Son of God), has
admirably pointed out that while Christianity
n:ust be authoritative, authority must be of two
kinds-the despotic and the fatherly. The
former, aiming ta produce sinply servile acquie-
scence and obedience, works through explicit
comnands and dogmas. 'le latter, seeking ta

produce "conformity of character, syrpathy of
mincd, intelligent co-operation in action," de-
lights in half-disclosures, stirnulating the mind
and the will. This is the higher method, and it
was tlat of our Lord. lie tauight rather by
suggestion than by fill disclosures of the truth.

Even ilis triune Being is rather overheard,
thin heard as a distinct announcement." " He
gave few tenets in a formulatei shape" (Dr.
I.atham). le trained 1-lis disciples ta do a great
deal for thenselves in the way of spiritual effort
in apprehending truth. Christian authority, then,
as (r) a higher sort of reason, stimulates and
develops in cach of its subjects the faculty of
reason and frece judgment ; and (2l as educating
men for worship is not satisfied with bare ac-
ceptance of dogmas and obedience ta rules,
" refuses ta do too mîuch for nien-refuses ta be
too explicit, too complete, too clear, lest it should
dwarf instead of stimulating tleir higlier facul.
ties"(Ipî. 195-198.

Thus, then, to the tanit (as is supposed)
against tlc members of our Church, of the Ro.
manist, " Where have you an infallible voice to
assure oiu of the truth of what yo believe, or ta
tell you what you ought ta believe ?" we can
answer, " We have it sudiciently in lte voice of
of the Clurcl when it was yet one-still living
aiongst Lis the Truth once delivered ta the
saints is enshrined in the Creeds. Thie faitli and
k-nowledge whiclh wras suflicient for the early
Christians ta live by, and to diewith, is suficient,
for our guidance. For the rest, if Christ liad
intended us ta have an infallible guide in aIl
things, He would certainly have given us bne

very plainly. Since He did not do se, we can-
not accept one of man's creation, il is better ta
have only a dim light than a false light ta walk
by. And if sometimes we are bewildered and
almost over whelmed with perplexity, we iwill
take it as part of the yoke and the discipline
that He kntended us ta bear for our eternal
welfare."

After all, this state of perplexity and doubt in
things that we feel that il wouldc be helpful te us
te know more clearly, is only similiar ta our
moral trials. Who does not often wish-yes,
with deepest agony of soul-that he could lie
free from the temptations that assail him ta do
what his conscience knows to lie wrong? Who
does not feel that it would be inexpressibly good
for him if God had made it impossible for him ta
sin? " Oh ! that I had wings like a dove, for
then would I flee away, and be at rest." But
we know that it is impossible; we know even
that God can, and does, bless us even through
temptation, faithfully endured, " for when he is
tried lie shal receive the crown of life." And
se we ack for grace te endure tothe end. And
se, also, if il is not God's will ta save us fron
the trial of mental perplexities as ta the Truth,
we are sure that le will bless us as we look ta
Him, and trust Hii, for His guidance amidst
them.

WHY AM I A CHUROHMAi-

Qu'A pfclle illessenger.

[Continuedfrom Sc)t. 14th Number.]

I am a Churchman-
V. BECAUSE TE CHURciî STILI HOLDS "'rmE

FAITtI ONCE DELvERîD TO THE SAINTS,"
"i wHOLE AND UNDEtIED."

IV/e-in ail its completeness, as distin-
guished from the broken and partial truths held
by the schismatic bodies.

Umler/fled-w.îvitlout additions, free from the
errors whichl tha Churcli of Rome has allowed
ta be added ta the Faith.

A sound and truc Faith is certainly a neces-
sary mark of the true Church, and of the very es-
sence of its Unity. The Faith is " One" as the
" Body " is " One." There have been, before
now, bodies of Christians that have had ail the
orgnization of the truc Church, as duly ordained
and commissioned Bishops, Priests, and Deacons
yet guilty of schisum owing te a departure from
lte Faith " once ddivered /o t/e saints. " Ail the
early sects were episcopal in their formi of gov-
ermîent.

This " deposit" or "form" of the Failli was
delivered te the Apostles by the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, according ta the promise of our Lord
that lie vould "leacd them into ail the truth."
Very early this " Faith l" was enshrined in forms
called Creeds used by converts in making their

profession at baptism. These foris at first
differed slightly in expression in different places.
but all declared exactly the same truths. In the

4th century (at the Cauncil of Nicea 325 and at
Constantinople 381) these various Creeds were
collated and made more definite ta counîteract
various errors that aiad arisen, and the Creed
which we now call the Nicene (with the excep-
tion of the Filioque clause) was set forth as that
which most truly and fu]y expressed the
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