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ht.he must maintain that this Legislature cannot act unconsti-
t‘m’llllly in merely exercising a power specially, and in plain
terms, delegated by the constitution under which it exists. He
had heard it urged, that this power only extended to prospective

tions : but he was unable to see the legal distinction.—

o8 perial act proposed to establish a Protestant Clergy, to

Create Clergy Reserves, to employ public means for the propaga-
of religion. Let this act be repealed, and what remained ?
1y no power of using and enjoying and continuing, as it it

Were in full force, when its repeal would abolish it and its conse-

Quences, as if it had never been made. 1t is trae, an act passed

by this Legislature, might contain saving clauses in favour of en-

Wments, and of establishments created by authority of the law

Tepealed, but without these saving clauses, the endowments, the

Teservations, the establishments, being dependencies upon and

Creations of the law, must, in a legal point of view, go out of ex-

eice with the authority which gave them birth. The next

Point raised regarded the question of vested rights: it was con-

that a provision intended for a great public purpose, for a

Community, for the public benefit, was capable of becoming a

'ﬁted right, ‘and property in the hands of individuals, or of a

Portion of the community, in opposition to the public good. He

(O, Sullivan) denied the position in fofo. The provision for a

r‘m_eltant Clergy, subject to variation and repeal, was like any

Provision for any class of public servants, or for the public service
ugh their ministry. How monstrous would this doctrine seem

Were it attempted to be applied to civil affairs—were an appropria-
for the support of an army, for the maintenance of fortresses,

or for building ships—supposing any of these things to be main-
. UY permanent appropriation, to be supposed to confer a ves-

ted right in o standing army, orin engineers, or ship-builders, or

Silors; if in the opinion of the Legislature, none of these were

nm‘_’“’y to the public good or safety! Even if in the present

£3%€ it could be shewn that individuals would be deprived of any
e avising out of this reservation, which they now enjoyed,
h such enjoyment could not be strictly called a right, yet
ﬂ'“lxnrnent would be open that the deprivation was a hardship
™08t unusnal in British Legislation.

But all this was carcfully
dﬂ‘}lgaiust, and it would indeed be carrying the doctrine of
rights to a most monstrous extent, if the wild lands of the
:'"{h' » hitherto unenjoyed and unprofitable to any, were to be
osidered vested in a clergy not in existence : and it must be con-
80, if at all, as respects those not in existence, as those
th exist and who have enjoyed, still continue to enjoy all
'leldvanta.ges, notwithstanding this act. He (Mr. Sallivan)

;¢ 10t believe that a vague notion of vested rights in genera-
et unborn, would be allowed to prevail in the disposition of
Whale P“l?lic property for the public good, with the assent of the
"e Legislature, and within the express contemplation and
In-
2 llwl“d no such power of repeal becn given to this Legislature,

‘ nothing to prevent himself or any subject of the Crown,
-mp‘mﬁn

ning the Imperial Parliament to vary or repeal a pro-

prog. ntended for the public benefit, but which had evidently
uced wide spread discontent, disquiet and insecurity ; and he

: principle which ought to preveut the Im-
? "I{Iment from providing any remedy for such an evil ac-
i  toits wisdom. He would now take up the third objection,
mely, that ag a matter of conscience we cannot give Legislative
s, to the Spreading of heresy and error. Perhaps of all
g g questions in divinity, thisleads us to the most
MI?““K- . It arises from the consideration, that the soul of
e, - PTCCI0US above all creatures, and that for no worldly con-
tions should it he endangered, that error is a fatal barrier to

i M, and therefore that no motives or inducements can be'of
7 weight which would tend to its propagation. This proposition

led undeniable. If it did not appear so, how could it have so
hmuex-_y Christian Church into violence and persecution?  Li-
Y of consci was i the ery of the persecuted, but

s Ino:_t'orthodoxnud purest of churclies, aswell as those most
Uperstitious and corrupt, have been carried away by the same
Ment, He (Mr. Sullivan) was able to draw no line of any
Ue between the negative duty of forbearing to do evil and the
.ﬁve duty of preventing evil ; and ag no e:il can be so great as
g men t? perdition, the duty of religious persecution would
- e e e e
s usal to afford religious instruction to
Byt Who_a.re supposed to hold opinions in anygrespcct heterodox.
e one is led to question the value of the argument, how-
‘i“ol"lun 1t may appear, by the almost miraculous consistency of
iﬂol.:m experience. Truth and error, pure worship and gross
- y l;:g bratal s}lperst‘iition have alike belen pgopngnt:;d (:lf(l’g ;‘1"-
i s oppression and persecution. The finger of God has
n.e"l'ed‘ toleration on the tax;)les of human history. The veto of
the "’I:E‘{ty has been pronounced against religious persecution ;
Meng op will no longer be deluged with bloodshed forthe advance-
be - & gospel of peace. If then the mode in which God is t.o
own iy PPed must be left to the choice of each man upon his
Nhlij &Bment, and if each man has an equal right to partake of
nefits, and if religious instruction be a benefit, by what
i“lmm Wedeny to any man whose doetrines are not positively
Moge ; ““‘.1 pernicious, that ke should be instructed in the only
Mn“"hlch he will receive instruction? It is contrary to all
Plete h and the opinions of all modern divines, to assert that com-
Breat tlf“m'aﬂw of christianity, and perfect darkness as to its
'n::h‘ are preferable to a partial knowledge of thesel truths,
N With such errors as human fallibility is liable to and
;h;:h e 0 liberally ascribe to each other. If this be true, then
. & solemn duty to assist in the religious instruetion of all
y of th., and it 'is but persecution under another name, a mocl_;-
Met;o;?lsmtmn Ix’vhi(‘:h we.nll prof‘cs’\si if wetleav'eﬂa (iatt;mlxc,
18t, or a Preshyterian, or a Menonist, without the as-
m"hiﬁh his conscience will permit him to receive, and if
k.m Continue him shut out from the quantum of truth which
by it, and if he be in error, make that error more hope-
Miggio “'_‘kniaqu information. How carefully do we find pious
Iy n:;:: 1glm'!. learned and zealous apostles of christianity, ana-
: e most anxious nicety the degree of divine truth
h?::ﬁ infidel nations. How they deplore the darkness of the
'"‘Efe who knows no God! How they rejoicef to find the
: Ol a supreme Being, and the light of a future state
;::f'ﬁ““;l l;uc‘ilepnt traditiofor the workings of natural religion,
Philosophy of China. The worship of one God, the
&m:é}:.d."hom \geyacknowledge, amongst tlye Moslem nations,
SOt ities to ghristianity, the proximity to the truth scem to he
oy, Plated wiih pleasure and delight, bat alas! where closer
i“hoq s are made amongst christians themselves, we find the
likg o tiOn of & few words into a liturgy sufficient to set men
"liliou beasts at each othersthroats. All the advancements to
""?nr'dt'mths are overlooked, darkened by some fatal point of
;g i d‘g;‘:l;fnee, and if we are not at present ready to 1E)crse]cu]te,
be g ar persecute as to leave those whom we acknowledge
iy, el’]‘)!'ably without the means of religious instruction, still
%M“e", unless they in their ignomncegabamlon the faith of
LN ®lathers, and commit what they would consider the dark-
Bioyg iz:‘tmes 28 a preliminary step towards the reception of reli-
:""ded b;n:l:l:nt' . t}fterhthe {mmerou; means »;hlilll'thavebbecn
. € State for the religious education of all its subjects
R&:“B""Sh Isles, it is in vain to argue that the seruple of con-
%n al '"’lf' made such a stumbling block, is a part of the consti-
"el}"t‘llty of England. 1In this Province hon. gentlemen had
::ke iﬂhalbaii it tcould not hﬁve been entertained but by a portion
e Ants very smallindeed. Repeated votes in our As-
i.l:’r.'ym t.his CounZl, repeated expressli‘:ns of public opinion
Q.he"’ll‘lety _of manger in w:hivh public. opin‘ion is expressed,
::;dem;:]:l;:)td in thlls coun{:(;y ltlw‘;;ldhbe in v;;m' to (1100k for any
. ys who would uphold these exclusive doctrines,.—
&i;‘:ehimself would wish to see the means large, by which
bl of religious truth, according to the faith of the venera-
'l..':'?if of England might be spread abroad ; and might desire
'!et.b '810us instruction afforded to other churches and other
! ¥ the State, without lessening the portion intended for the
‘Og“d“ ngland : but few indeed would be found to subseribe
:\' b:'iim“’ that the assistance of the State should be confined
““Gn, Y of christians, and that the affording that assistance
'Q’% Was a spreading of heresy, a wilful propagation of dam-
m"‘?mb:' He (M. Sullivan), in common with other honoura-
"Ir.' ™8, had seen the working of this question for many
N&"& ': h’d_ seen that however it might have been intended at
Y M Maintain the Church of England exclusively, such
'"‘“d g;:::lsbeen postponed, exceptto a small extent, until
out of three-fourths of the population of the coun-
1 o:’: the pale of the Church of England. 'We had seen the
{::‘. n‘::ll::}i powerful and numerous Protestant church stern-
. hat church had been found to make common
i o o -
i professing Christians, and the power of settling
"m‘u‘n on Principles in ga,ny manner exclusi[:e’, vanished.—b-
tl:l appeals to England, praying for a settlement of this
Tough various Parliaments and changes of Govern-
,"lv. "l'llch all parties had been, by turns, predominant.—
. Pointed ¢o oy constitution, all have said the power of
to Yo o mﬁum’e for the settlement of this question is wisely
le of this country have been invited to le-
Coula i b P 4
i it be supposed for a moment that they would le-
*QQ nf""“‘:Of one?fourtb, to the exclusion of three-fourths
%bm ;'t‘l::t%' lt);thét such lcgishluti;{n was e?‘p;::te(;l from this
'y the Crown, or the House of Lords, or an
:we: b Yet, upon this slender thread, an expectation 6);‘
\hﬁ Y the House of Lords, and the introduction of En-
in t’h.nd questions of Church Government into the dis-
thig the“ body, the opposition to this measure is founded,
k‘:kﬂd Bovernment and at least three-fourths of the peo-
'“pa“ defiance. But he would intreat honourable gen-
\\,h:" 2ud consider well, before they took upon them-
\:l‘ith,"’ responsibility of asking for an interference of this
N ive t}:t were im}ces:]ful, wouh(ll :}t once be the most
€ cause of religion, and the existence of the
g 2 yg 207 event which coald happen. Let this proposition
8er he
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Swround the question, and public impatience

€very momeut of delay will still aggravate the
¢ Yestrained ; other interests than those of reli-

gion will become strong, and the caleulating financier and san-
guine projector will soon relieve religion from the cause of our pre-
sent contentions, and the Clergy Reserves, instead of being used
to make more easy the path to heaven, will be employed for earthly
roads, if not with more intended benefit, at least with far more
effect. In opening his address to the Committee he (Mr. Sul-
livan) had referred to the provision made by law for the Roman
Catholies who were now proposed to share in the benefits of this
distribution. Is it not strange that after the provision then pro-
posed by the Imperial Parliament for the maintenance of a Ro-
man Catholic Church, that the untenable doctrine, of placing in
the way of this bill a conscientious scruple regarding the propaga-
tion of error, should be advanced at this day? He (Mr. Sulli-
van) now referred to that provision for the Roman Catholic
Church for the purpose of introducing an argument respecting
established Churches. He had heard it advanced that the Church
of England did not care for the Clergy Reserves and their pro-
ceeds. 'What it wanted was superiority and supremacy. It re-
quired to be acknowledged as the Provincial Church ; but in what,
apart from its possession of the temporalities arising from these
Reserves could such superiority exist? The Roman Catholic
Church, as he had observed, was first established here—this Pro-
vince being a part of the Province of Quebee. The Lower Pro-
vince was laid off in parishes as well as a part of this Province,
and the priests were inducted. The Church of England was es-
tablished also. His hon. friend opposite would maintain, no
doubt, that the Church of Scotland wasalso an established Church.
Now none of these Churches exercised in reality any temporal
jurisdiction ; neither of them had any power to insist upon con-
formity with their faith or tenets. The utmost stretch to which
the law by any implication could ever have been carried would
have extended only over members of each Church; but even this
authority if it existed at all remained a dead letter. In what then
was the superiority to exist, where could it be found? Was it
for an empty name, a glimmering shadow of superiority, founded
only in unmeaning words that a Church would preserve endless
divisions and animosities in the Province without any conceivable
benefit either spiritual or temporal? He could not think it, nor
could he discover the meaning of the haughty terms, “degrading
equality” so calenlated to introduce the worst passions of our na-
ture into the consideration of this question, but which terms
now used on all occasions in opposition to any measare which
would satisfy the expectations of the community. We ask for
no power say the Clergy—we quarrel not for Reserves or for base
mammon—we seek not to interfere with the consciences of others;
but we seek nominal superiority ; we shrink from degrading equa-
lity. This shadow of a shade must remain to give to the factious
a theme for keeping alive envy, hatred, malice and all uncharita-
bleness, merely because we will have it so; and we will interpose
the authority of the House of Lords, and disturb the peace of
the country, that we may be called for pre-eminence in an act of
Parliament, the Established Church. He should conclude by en-
treating all the churches to join in forwarding this measure which
would carry healing on its wings throughout the Province. He
and others had Jeen taunted with the influence used to carry out
this bill. What had influenced him was the voice, the almost
universal and now united voice of his fellow subjects. He could
not, he dared not refuse to bow to this<influence. He had seen
individual opinions merged abroad.@nd in the - Legislature in the
universal desire to set this question at rest, and he would intreat
honourable gentlemen who, like himself, found in it not every
thing they could desire to-accept of it as all they can obtain.—
The state of the country, its preservation from domestic foes and
foreign enemies, required their mutual concessions, the people of
the Province must be united, the support of a portion will not
give us safety, our dearest interests require that all good men
should act together, and we cannot produce this union on exclu-
sive principles or assertions of nominal guperiority, but upon the
broad basis of equal rights, consistent ywith our laws and the pre-
servation of our happy Constitution.

The Lord Bishop of Toronto.—It was notmy intention to
make any remarks at this stage S)f the'procecdings, nor indeed
considering the complexion of this Committee, and the change
which seemed to have come over honouragble members on this im-
portant subject from that of former years, did it appear of any
use to trouble them with argument; yet that it might not go forth
to the public that the right had'no one to speak in its defence, and
that the Constitution under which we live was to be tram-
pled on and subverted without'a murmur, I think it proper to say
a few words on: what has fallen from the Lop, gentleman who has
just sat down.. T canmot refuse that hon, gentleman the merit
his eloguent address deserves, so far as fluency of expression and
energy of manner may justify commendation, but I have heard
far more eloquent speeches from him in point of argument on
other questions. The measure for the gettlerient of the Clergy
Reserves now offered for the adoption of this henourable Commit
tee, instead of being a final settlement, would increase irritation,
and call into ficrce action the very worst passions that can distnrb
the human heart, and that inst.ead.of being confined as formerly
to two or three religious denominations, would penetrate through
the whole frame of society, and become matter of agitation with
every sect and denomination in the Province, But in the few
observations I shall make, I shallendeavourto follow the course
pursued by the honourable gentleman, which however formidable
in its three-fold array, will be found on gissection, clothed in a
profusion of words, but altogether harmles in'point of argument.
1st.—As regards the power of that House to legislate on the sub-
ject. 2nd.—Asregards vested rights, 3rd.—Asaffecting tolera-
tion of conscience. In the second section of the Constitutional
act (31 Geo. 3, chap. 1), the power of this legislature is clearly
defined.  “To make laws for the peace, welfare and good govern-
ment thereof, such laws not bexlxg repngnant to this act.,” It is
therefore evident that the Provincial Legislature can do nothing
in opposition to the law which gives it existence, much less repeal
any of its provisions; and here I must do the honourable gentle-
man the justice to say that he admitted with much fairness, that
the Clergy Reserves were intended exclusively for the Church of
England and for no other chureb, that this was his decided opinion
as a lawyer, and had ever been his opinion, The value of this
concession, however, is very much lesseneq by a strange train of
fanciful reasoning, which ¥ was unable to follow, but of which the
tendency if there was anythlflg n 1t, was to the effect that this
property, which it was admitted belonged to the Established
Church, not having been made use of in the way of special ap-
propriation and endowment, Was entirely under the control of the
Provimcial Legislature by sections 41 and 42 of the Constitution-
al act, and that by the power so given, the Legislature might deal
with the Clergy Reserves as it pleased.  Now to this very loose
and illogical conclusion, it mxg!xt be sufficient to quote again the
powers given by the second section of the Constitutional act, and
to notice the object which the great statesman who presided with
so much glory over the councils of the British Empire had in view,
by the appropriation of lands for the maintenance of a Protestant
Clergy in the Canadas. It was that the Church of the Empire
might, in time, become a full counterpoise to the Roman Catholie
Church in Lower Canada. This eminent statcsman foresaw that
union of action in the principles o.f the British Constitution must
prevail throughout the entire -Bl:ltlsh dominions, otherwise har-
mony must disappear and confusion ensue. Cliurch and State are
so vitally connected in the British Constitution, that you cannot
injure the one without injuring the other. Is it then to be cre-
dited that in framing the Constitutional act Mr. Pitt would give
power to the Legislature which it created, to destroy some of the
most prominent and important of its provisions, and which were
intended to raise the national Church of England to an equality
with the Church of Rome. What then, it may he asked, is the
meaning of the Sections 41 and 42? Not certainly to destroy or
take away the maintenance of the Protestant Clergy, which would
be so repugnant to the Constitution ; but to regulate the way of
making such Reserves in future, and to suggest their limitation,
should they be found more than necessary. This is the legal -as
well as the common sense interpretation of this enactment, which
gives authority to vary and repeal, &c., as to the future, but gives
no power over the past. Let any person carefully read sections
41 and 42, and he will find that they have respect to the 35th,
36th, 38th and 39th clauses or sections, being four in number;
but they leave wholly untouched the 37th and 40th clauses, which
are most important and most clearly imply the continuance of the
Reservations already made, and consequently the preservation of
the Established Church and her right to the Reserves so far as they
are setapart. It would be very unprofitable to follow the hon.
gentleman through the long dissertation on vested rights, and
which appeared to lead to the conclusion that we had no rights at
all. In this portion of his speech he did not speak with his usual
candour, or my understanding was too weak to comprehend his
nice distinctions. 8o far, however, as the present subject is con -
cerned, the matter is very clear. It isadmitted that the Reserves
were set aside for the maintenance of a Protestant Clergy, and
that the Clergy so intended are those of the Church of England.
Now this gives an interest in them to every member of that
Church, Lay as well as Clerical, and they are clearly entitled un-
der an act of the British Parliament to have the ministrations of
their holy religion afforded them without charge, in every part of
the Province. If this be not a vested right, I know not what
can be called one, for it is by law that all our rights are secured.
No person seems to question the vested rights which belong to the
Charch of Rome, and the vested rights of the Churel, of England
rested on the same grounds, and as no power was given to the Co-
lonial Legislatures to meddle with the property which was given
for the maintenance of the Roman Catholic Clergy, so none was
given to meddle with that which had been set apart for the majn-
tenance of the Protestant Clergy, except that of regulation, as it
was of asomewhat different character. The honourahle gentle-
man, feeling the weakness of his argument, I might say its abso-
lute fallacy, enlarged upon the necessity of making sacrifices to
preserve the peace of the country, asif peace was ever to be se-
cured by acts of plunder and spoliation, or contentment to be ex-
pected by robbing one portion of the population of the Reserves
to enrich another. He spoke, likewise, of the great responsibility
which rested upon those who, by opposing this measure, endan-
geved the public tranguillity, and, coutrary to the honourable
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gentleman’s usual eandour and good nature, Le made use of not a'
little threatening and intimidation ; but I would tell that hon.
gentleman that no such threats have any weight with me; nor
would I shrink from any responsibility in maintaining the right :
and as to sacrifices, the property was not ours to give away : it
belongs to the Church, in trust, and cannot be given up, because
the Church consists of the people as well as the clergy; and they
have a vested right, by the Constitution, to have the ministration
of their religion, in every part of the Province, free of expense.
3rd.— Asaffecting t9lcmtion of conscience, I must confess that
on this portion of his argument T feel totally at a loss. The hon.
gentleman seemed to dive into the arcana of the confessional ;and
as I do not perceive their relation to the discussion, there I leave
him. What I might have said on the eonscientious bearing of the
bill, has been so much better gaid by the hon. P. DeBlaquiere,
that I shall only remark that we are summoned here by the So-
vereign “ for the purpose of obtaining our advice and assistance
in all weighty and arduous affairs which may the state and deft

qualification for ordination, where there are evident marks of re-
ligious disposition and proofs of morality-——I am confident the
rising generation will be brought up competently learned, and
properly endued with religion and loyalty ; and it is probable that
they may at least be equal to those of Connecticut, in this con-
tinent, whose Clergy are, in general, inferior to- mone in those
points of learning and of acquisition in the dead languages,
which may be generally considered as the necessary materizls and
instruments of their sacred profession. In short, my Lord, if
the maintenance of religion and morality be merely considered, in
a commercial light, as so much merchandize, the bounty which
I have proposed, and most earnestly implore may be for & while
extended to it, will augment that produce in which the union of
this country with Great Britain, and the preservation of His
Majesty’s sovereignty, may ultimately depend. I am almost
ashamed of using this metaphorical language, but it is that of
the age. There has nothing, in my late progress, given me

of our said Province and the Church thereof concern;” and to
give such assistance and advice hounestly and faithfully, every le-
gislative councillor is sworn.  Now, in what manner the depriving
of the Church of three-fourths of her support, attempting to de-
grade her in every possible way, hoth temporal and spiritual, can
be construed into defending her, or how such a proceeding can be
reconciled to the solemn oath "which honourable members have
taken, and consequently to their consciences, I do not know, nor
do I wish to know; much less do Ijudge of motives which I can-
not comprehend ; but feeling as I do upon this subject, and con-
fidently believing that I am right in the course I am pursuing, I
do not hesitate to confess my qstonishment that any member
could be found in this honourable committee to vote in  favour of
this measure ; and I am fully perguaded that every conscientious
man throughout the Province will think on this point as I do.—
Having noticed every thing that had any semblance to argument
in the honourable member’s speech, except some attempts at sar-
casm, which fell harmlqss to the ground, I proceed, before sitting
down, tomake a few brief remarkg on the provisions of the bill.—
Although they are totally repugnant to the Constitutional act, as
well as to 7 and 8.Geo. 4, chap, 62, yet they are drawn up with
considerable art, in order to compreliend the Roman Catholics on
the one hand, and to accommodate those sects, on the other, who
repudiate assistance from Government for paying their preachers,
but are ready to expend their portion in supporting seminaries,
and in disseminating newspapers and tracts urging their peculiar
tenets, and abusing the qonsﬁtution in church and state. The
first enacting clause provides for gelling and alienating the whole
of the Clergy property, without reservation, giving no discretion
to the Colonial government to decide upon claims of any descrip-
tion, and putting it G!!t.Of its power hereafter to grant a glebe or
endowment under any circuidstances whatever. The second clause
virtually repeals the 7th and 8th of George 4, which a Colonial
Legislature cannot do, and plages the funds avising from the sales
in provincial securities, which are g¢ present unsaleable, and whxgh
the first financial difficulty will sweep away, leaving the clergy in
absolute destitution : and in the mean time they are by the third
clause made stipendiaries of the Provineial government, by which
their character and independence are compromised. By the fourth
clause the established Church is deprived of nearly three fourths
of her property, and recourse is had by a fraudulent combination,
to deprive her of a part of the remaining portion, for should sects,
other than the Kirk of Scotland, or the United Synod, call them-
selves Presbyterians as they may do, and join these bodies, the
Church may not receive one-sixth of her own property, nor is
there any probability that she could, under the operation of this
bill, after paying the cumbrous machinery with which it is to be
conducted, receive arevenue equal to support her present estab-
lishment. The mode for ascertaining the number of the different
denominations is moreover loose and ineflicient, and so far as res-
pects the national Churches is proposed to be final; so that no
provision is made for the ministrations of religion to new settlers,
It also takes for granted the monstrous absurdity, that the emigra-
tion from two millions and a half of Presbyterians in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, will be as great as from the twelve millions be-
longing to the united Churches of England and Ireland. The
seventh clause ennumerates the denominations which the bill seeks
to bribe, and which appear from the laws of the Province to be,
Presbyterians, three kinds; Methodists, four kinds; Baptists,
four kinds; Lutherans, Calvinists, Congregationalists, Indepen-
dents ; Quakers, two kinds; Menonists, Tunkers, Moravians,
and Roman Catholics. Now some of these abjure the Sacraments,
others the leading articles of the Christian Faith; for Unitarians
are commonly styled Independents, and thus a Legislature calling
itself Christian seeks to destroy the very religion it professes, and
tobreak down the distinctions between truth and falsehood. As
it was doubtful whether the Roman Catholies were embraced in
this Seetion, because excluded in the Constitutional Act, the ho-
nourable gentleman declares that they are, and will be entitled to
a share. As this great body has most valuable rights and privi-
leges of their own, it did not appear possible that they would have
suffered themselves to be included in the bundle of sects, much
less that selfishness would so far blind them as to surrender their
lawful rights and privileges for the miserable pittance which they
can receive under this enactment. Yet nothing is more certain
than by this compromise, they forfeitall the benefits they enjoyed
under the 14 Geo. 3, chap. 83. Had the venerable head of this
Church been in the Province, these proceedings would have been
very different, but thus it frequently happens that cupidity over-
reaches itself. Section ten places the National Churches in the
position of accountants, and shonld there appear the slightest er-
ror, it is in the power of the colonial authorities to starve the
Clergy for a whole year; this heartless and eruel enactment is in
keeping with the last clause, which puts it in the power of any five
brawlers to throw the sects into Chancery. In fact, Sir, the
whole billis such a tissue of injustice, cruelty, and' absurdity, as
was never befpre concocted by any Legislature, and provides for an
agitation never yet equalled inany civilized country—16 or 18 sects
struggling every four yearstoincrease their numbers byeveryact that
wickedness and deceit, bigotry and selfishness can discover or invent.
Feeling that the bill provides for the encouragement and propaga-
tion of error, inflicts the grossest injustice by robbing and plunder-
ing the National Church, that it attempts to destroy all distine-
tion between truth and falsehood—that its anti-christian tenden-
cies lead directly to infidelity, and will, if adopted, reflect disgrace
on the Legislature, I give it my unqualified opposition, at the same
time Ihave no fear of it ever becoming a law, but it may be useful ;
for its monstrous and unprincipled provisions will teach the Impe-
rial Government the folly of permitting a Colonial Legislature to
tamper with those great and holy principles of the Constitution on
the preservation of which the prosperity and happiness of the Bri-
tish empire must ever depend. —[ Reported by Mr. Barber.

COPIES OF LETTERS, &c.

Read in the Legislative Council, in the Debate upon the Clergy
Reserve Bill, January 17, 1840 : By the Honourable P, B.
De Blaquiere.—[ Concluded from our last. -

Extracts of a Letter to the Lord Bishop. of Quebec, Srom
Governor Simcoe, dated Kingston, Upper Canada,
Perhaps the constitution given to Upper Canada, however late,
forms the singular exception to that want of preventive wisdom
which has characterized the present times. The people of this
Province enjoy the forms, as well a5 the privileges, of the British
constitution. 'They bave the meang of governing themselves,
and having nothing to ask, must ever remain a part of the Bri-
tish empire ; provided they shall heeome sufficiently capable and
enlightened to understand thf;u' relative situation, and to manage
their own power to the public inteyest.  Liberal education scems
to me, therefore, to be in Pensably necessary : and the com-
pletion of it, by the establishment of 4 University in the capital
of the country—the residence of g3 Governor and the Council,
the Bishop, the heads of the law g4 of the general quality of
the inhabitants, consequent to the geng of government—in my
apprehension, would be most usefy] 44 inculeate just principles,
habits, and manners, into Ehc Tising generation : to coalesce the
differsat customs .Ofthe various descriptions of settlers, emigrants
from the old provinces of Europe, into one form. In short, from
distinct parts and ancient prejudices, g pew form, as it were,
and establish one nation—and theyely to strengthen the union
with Great Britain, and to preserye g lasting obedience to His
Majesty’s authority. The Mcome contemplated for such an es-
tablishment is certainly, ofitself, ¢, contemptible to be withheld
from the prosecuting of 50 great 5, object on any views of ex-
pense. I naturally should wish th ¢, Clergy requisite for of-
fices in the University, 1n the first ingtance, should be English-
men, if possible“‘(c‘{“h"f""g therein to Mr. Secretary Dundas’
opinion, and indeed, in this respect, to my own)—but as in an
object of such m‘ag'mtude 10 explanation can be too minute,
which fairly and distinctly elucigageg these points, which ought
not to be misunderstood, T only refur ¢o your Lordship’s slight
experience of the habtsand manners of the American settlers,
to say how very .?.(}"emnt they are from those of Great Britain ;
and how unlikely it is for Cle.’gymen educated in England, with
English families and propensities—pahituated in every situation
to a greater degree of refinement anq comfort than can be fonnd
in a new country, or possibly any where without the precincts of
Great Britain—how unlikely it jg ¢pae cuon persons should ob-
tain that influence with their Darishioners which may essentially
promote the objects of their mission 1 he infancy of such a
government as that of Upper Canada, and in the general indispo-
sition of these times to all restraint, it seems to be of peculiar im-
portance to prevent the public interest. both in Church and
State, from suffering through any jjj_i) o disregard which the
King’s subjects may bear tothose persong who are in any man-
ner concerned in its administration, (g the other hand, I am
persuaded if, at the outset, & few pnigng Jearned men, of just
gesl and primitive manners, shall besent 1o this country, with
sufficient iaducement o make them gapport this honoursble
that in the first ipstance,
your Lordship shall not too streauously insist upon lezrning as &

equal u with the general application of all ranks of the
most loyal inhabitants of the Province, that I would obtain for
them Churches and Ministers. They say that the rising genera-
iion is rapidly returning to barbarism. They state that the Sab-
bath, sowisely set apart for devotion, is literally unknown to
their children, who are busily employed in searching for amuse-
ments in which they may consume that day. And itis of serious
consideration, that on the approach of the settlements of the
United States to our frontiers, particularly on the St. Lawrence,
these people, who by experience have found that Schools and
Churches are essential to their rapid establishment, may probably
allure many of our most respectable settlers to emigrate to them,
while in this respect we suffer a disgraceful deficiency.

A principal foundation of the wise and ry friendship of

Exztract of a Letter froné Governor Simeve, to the
Lord Bishop of Quebec.
York, 25th Fdbruary, 1796.

I have scarcely the smallest hope of this government
supported in the manner which I cannot but think proper for the
national interests, and ate with its established consti-
tution. In particular, I have no idea that an University will be
established, though Iam daily confirmed in its necessity. I la-
ment these events, from the duty I owe to my King and couutry,
and have only to guard, that no opinions of mine be interpreted
to promise beneficial effects, when the adequate causes from which
they muist originate, are suffered to perish, or are withheld.

(Signed) J. G. SIMCOE.
Extract from a Letter to"the Honeurable Mr. Windham,
&e. §e. &e.-

Ezeter, Apri?30, 1806,
Doctor Mountain can give you the best accounts of the exist-
ing state of the country, but I am still of opinion to anglicise
the Canadas, our religion is the most serious object, and demands
support; and I cannot but promise myself, that you will afford
the Bishop the opportunity of stating his ideas on ‘this important

subject.
(Signed)

From Governor Simcoe, to the Duke of Portland,
Upper Canada, ¥ork, June20, 1796.

By the Attorney General’s opinion, it scems probable that the
Bishop, or his Commissary, ean license Ministers who dissent

J. G. SIMCOE.

Great Britain with these their legitimate descendants, I have
heretofore pointed out as to be deduced from the most intimate
union and reconeilement between the English Episcopal ehurehy
and that of the independent form of worship, used in the New
England provinces, an emanation from the English Episcopal

church, as all their authors avow, and principally - originating..
from the harsh measures of the secular power which the English -

church once exercised, but which is now no more, Though - my
ideas, on this subject, My Lord, were probably misunderstood,
and the lukewarm spirit of the times, had I been even called on
for their explanation, would, doubtless, have slighted my rea-
sons asmerely struck out in the heat of imagination, and not,
as they ave, the sober deductions of much thought and of person-
al observation, yet nothing has happened since I left England,
in the least to invalidate, to my own conception, the policy of
the measures I then proposed : and as far as may be now in the
power of his Majesty’s Ministers, I most earnestly hope that
what remains may be effected—that is, by giving the means of
proper education in this province, both in its rudiments and in
its completion, that from ourselves we may raise up a loyal, and
in due progress, a learned Clergy, and which will speedily tend
to unite not only the Puritans within the provinece, but the
Clergy of the Episcopal church, however dispersed, to consi-
der with affection the parent state, to form, corroborate and
unite within the United States, that powerful body of people,
who naturally must prefer tlie alliance of Great Britain to that of
France, who are mostly members of the Episcopal church, aud
on all sides, to bring within its pale in Upper Canada, a very
great body of sectaries wiw, in my judgment, as it were, offer
themselves to its protection and ye-union.

These objects wonld be materially promioted by an University
in Upper Canada, which might, in due progress, acquire such a
character as to become the place of education to many persons
beyond the extent of the King’s dominions, ;

If T recollect, my Lord, Parliament voted £20,000 for the
erection of the University proposed by Bishop Berkeley, in Ber-
mudas. The object, not to speak disrespectfully of so truely
respectable a prelate, was certainly of trivial importance to what
I now propose. The labors-of the socicty for the propagation of
the Gospel,are visionary, as- applicable to the conversion of the
American Indians in their present state, but would be of most es-
sential benefit by promoting an University, which, if placed in
the part I meditate; would, in itstarn, have great influence in
civilizing the Indians, and, what is of more importance, those
who corrupt them. The Episcopal Clergy in Great Britain, from
pious motives, as well as policy, are materially interested that
the church should increase in this province. 1 will venture to
prophecy its preservation depends upon an University being erect-
ed therein,

The great supports of true learning. against the minute, the
plebeian, the mechanical philosophy, which, in the present day.
from the successful or problematical experiments of ill professors
in national inquiries, has assumed to itself the claim of dictating
in religion and morality, and in consequence now threatens man-
kind with ruin and desolation. The Universities of England, I
make no doubt, would contribute to the planting of a - scion from
their respectable stock in this distant colony. In short, my
Lord, 1 have not the smallest hesitation in saying, that I b.lieve
if a Prostestant Episcopal University should be proposed to be
erected, evenin the United States, the British nation would li-
berally subscribe to the undertaking.

I am, therefore, the more authorised to make this statement

to your Lordship, and most earnestly do hope, under God, that’
you may be able to complete this desirable work in this province,

which my various avocations do not permit me to undertake, with
due vigour and perseverance, and which, as it seems most pecu-
liarly allotted to the station of the first Protestant Bishop of
Quebee, so Thope, that it may be reserved to be carried into ex-
ecution by the ubilities and piety of your Lordship.
J. G. SIMCOE.
—_—
Eaxtract of a Letter from Lieutenant- Governor Simcoe, to the
Lord Bishop of Quebec.
Navy Hall, October 16, 1795.
My views in respect to an University, are totally unchenged,
they are on a solid basis, and may or may not be complied with,
as my superiors shall think proper, but shall certainly appear as
my system to the judgment of posterity.

From D. W. Smith, Esquire, to Governor Simcoe.

Niagara, 26th October, 1795.

Sir, T enclose a draft report on the reserves, agreeably to your
Excellency’s directions, in order to receive your further directions
thereon, that it may be finished in a manner your Excellen-
cy may approve of.

1 return the Duke of Portland®s extract, and am clearly of
opinion, that it would be worth government’s while to increase
the Executive Council of Upper Canada, so that a sufficient
eommittee might be formed, and assembled continually, for the
care and management of the Church and Crown lands, which I
am persuaded will be, in a few years, of sufficient magnitude to
require a distinet office, and the constant occupation of a princi-
pal Clerk ; and I think if they are let for terms of years, or lives,
and not for too short periods at first, they will become of great
benefit to the Crown, and the future Incumbents, by the time
that rectories may be generally establisked. A committee of the
Council, would certainly be the most competent, respectable, and
responsible mode of managing them, and under their ministry,
(the profits being received, as at present, by the Recciver General)
will certainly sooner become an ample provision for the Protestant
Clergy. The expense on the increase of three Councillors would
not exceed the expense of an office for the business; and it will be -
highly satisfactory to the people in general, should the period of
their becoming valuable render the perception of tythes unneces~
sary,—the popular argument being, if the Clergy will not attend
our flocks while our tenths are small, and withliold themselves
from us till our exertions have made them valuable, we- shallpay
our tythes with a much worse grace, than if our Rectors had
shared our labors progressively, so that the improvements of our
children and our land might go hand in hand, and that they might
be taught to thavk God for enjoying the fruits of the earth in
due season.

T'am, with very great respect and esteem,
Your Exce]lency’a faithful, Humble Servant,
(Signed) D. W. SMITH.
His Excelleney,

Lieutenant-General Simcoe,

Gove{'-nor Simeoe to the Duke of Portland.
Upper Canada, Naval Hall, November 8th, 1795.

I certainly did not, in the most distant manner, wish to limit
the grace of the Crown, either gt preseut or in future; but I
conceive it of the greatest consequence, that by some declaration
or other the Crown lands should be generally understood as never
to be alienated from public purposes, as otherwise they may, at no
very distant pericd, be a greqt incentive to revolt. The Church
lands also may fall under the game predicament, unless an effi-
cient Clergy shall be provideq to exercise the proper functions,
and to obtain an influence among the people.

T beg to be permitted to state ¢ your Grace, that I do not con-
sider it possible to render the perception of tythes in this province
usefal to the Clergy, or palatable to the people. The experiment
I am persuaded, would be pyqst dangerous—what effect the ex-
ample of such measures as T,ord Dorchester may think proper to
take in Lower Canadamay have op this provinee I do not foresee ;
but as a measure Wiknown to the American settler, and originat-
ing in this country, I do not think it practicable to be carried in-
toeffect. I haverevolved this husiness much in my mind, and I
beg to state to your Grace, that if his Majesty’s Ministers are de-
termined to enforce the Perception of tythes, the soomer it be
undertaken the better; and I think the mode by which the pro-
vince might best be induced to emancipate itself from this most
grievious of all burthens, woulg pe byan Act of the legislature,
declaring each township or parigh, respectively, free from tythes,
on the inhabitants thereof affording a certain assistance in clear-
ing part of the land.s on which the Clergyman should reside, and
oontribnti:% Z cech.m portion of labour to the erection of a Pare
sonage and Chur (Signed J:G. SINCOE..

To His Graco tho Duke of Brogiik,

from the Church of Eugland, to perform marriages. If this
opinion can be acted upon, I siiall endeaver to \teraet
union of the Dissenters, by separately enjoining their several’
Pastors to take out licenses. In the mean time, I hope your
Grace will take the subject info your serious consideration,” and
give such directions as may seem expedient; before the meeting
of the next Provincial Parliament. 44 {

1 have foreseen this event : and on the prebability of an im-
proper association against the natisnal Church, did I state my
ideas of the propriety of establishing, so fast as possible, Clergy-
men of the Church of England thoughout the Province. It is
obvious that the next claim of the Dissenters wou!d be, a parti-
tion of the sevenths set apart for the national Clergy, To enable
your Grace more readily to compare the fallacy of the petition
with the Marriage Act, I beg to transmit to your Grace the Acts

of the four Sessions of this Legislature.
(Signed) J. G. SIMCOE.,
His Grace the Duke of Portland,

&e. &.

Lztract of a Letter from the Duke of Portland to General
Simeoe, dated Whitehall, 22nd June, 1796. !

After what I have urged to you in my despatch of ———,
upon the subject of a suitable provission being made by the colo-
ny for the maintenance of its own Clergy, it is scarcely nec
for me to remind you that the allowance given by the government
of this country must only be considered to be temp y, and as
aids and inducements to the several parishes to devise some means
of providing for their own Clergy, until such time as the Church
Jands shall become sufficiently produetive for that purpose : but as
it has been determined to abandon evéry ideaof any payment in
the nature of tythes, I cannottoo ofterr repeat to you, that it
appears to me of the most extreme importance, that no time
should be lost in fixing upon some mode of securing a suitable
maintenance for the officiating Clergy of the province, in the
case above specified,

West Niagara, 1797.-
Extracts from “An Act to obviate the objections that might
arise from a clerical error in some of His Majesty’s letters

patent of grant, lately issued entitled * An Act for i
more effectual provision for the government of the Province
of Quebec, in North America, and to make further provi-

sion for the government of the said Province.” -
“And that every such deed shall be, to all intents and pur-
poses, as valid and effectual, in securing-to the subject the lands
thereby granted, and to His Majesty, all the rights, -eonditions,
resetvations, limitations and restrictions, and to'the said Clergy,
the rights aforesaid, as if no such clerical error had crept into it,
but as if such deed had been perfected in the' word ¢ Clergy,*
where the rights of the Church are intended to be secured, in-
stead of the word * Clergyman,” wherever it occurs, any act,
ordinaiice or law, to the contrary in anywise, notwithstanding,”

From the Montreal Herald.

It would appear to be the intention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment that the established churches of England and Scotland in
those two Kingdoms shall not in future be considered as the esta-
blished cliurches of the Colonies, and the work of division of the
revenue or reserves in Upper Canida, hitherto exclusively, and by
Aet of Parliament, belonging, without the shadow of @ doubt, to
the Church of England, has already d by the p g of
a-bill through the Legislature of the Sister Province, in which it
is enacted that one half of these revenues and clergy reserves shall
be‘divided between those two churches, and the other half between
the thousand and one denominations which abound throughout the
land.  'We will not at present discuss the legality or the expedi~
ency of this measure, but will only remark that if it is considered
legal or expedient,.to take from one réligions denomination three
fourths of the possessions atquired by if in a* legal 'and constitu-
tional manner, and also to abolish the real' or apparent connection
between it and the state, it surely t be idered istens.
that what is undone in the Upper Province shall be established : ox
2 princely scale in the Lower. The valuable properties, the enor-
mous revenues, and the ruinous extortions claimed by this agency
of a foreign priesthood, would, if confirmed to them, erect an tmpe-
rium in imperio, which might become dangerous to the connection
between the mother country and the colony.

—————
NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICULTURAE
SOCIETY.

A Meering of the Members of the Northumberland

Agricultural Society will be held at the North
American Hotel in Cobourg, en Wednesday,. the 12th
inst., at one o’clock, to choose officers for. the ensuing
year, and to transact other business.- A full attendance
of Members is earnestly requested. Dinner at 4 o'clock.
Those gentlemen whointend to dinewill bekind enough to

signify such intention to Mr, West, at the Hotel, as soon
as convenient.

D. MACTAVISH, Secretary.
Grafton, February 3rd, 1840. 32-1w

COMMERCIAL BANK, M.D.
NOTICE is hereby given, that all Promissory Notes

<V and Acceptances discounted and falling due at
this Bank and its Offices, after the first day of April
next, if not retired on the last day of grace allowed by
law, will on the following day, be placed in the hands.
of the Bank Selicitors for recovery.

By order of the Board..
F. A. HARPER,
Cashier.
14-28.

——

Kingston, 26th Dec., 1839.

BIRTHS.

At Claremont-place, Newcastle, England, on the 24th Nov. the
wife of the Rev. 8. 8. Wood, of a daughter. .

In Kingston, ¢n Wednesday evening, 29th ult., the lady of the
Rev. W. F. 8. Harper, Rector of March, of a daughter,

MARRIED.

On the 17th ultimo, in Christ’s Church, by the Rev. J, G. Ged~
des, John Douglas, Esq., of Paris, to Eliza L. Wilson, of the same

lace.

T e Civiets Clurdh, Huimiitgn; b, Thuviday the S0t ult,, by
the Rev. Wm. McMurray, of Dundas, William Davis Chisholm,
Esq., to Mary, eldest daughter of Abel Land, Esq,, of Barton,

At Sussex Vale, N B.,on the 3Tst December, by the Rev. H.
N. Arnold, Joseph Cameron Leggett Esquire, of Lansdale Lodge,
a descendant of the Camerons of North Britain, to Charlotte Lu-
cretia, fifth daughter of Henry Leonard, Esquire, and grand
daughter of the late Honble. Geo, Leonard,

On the 18th. December Jast, at Dryden Bank, by the Rev. W.
Ritchie, of Newmarket, Charles Sibbald, Esq. son of the late Lieu~
tenant Colonel Sibbald, of H. M. 15th Regiment, to Isabella,
daughter of the late Honorable Peter Robinson, )

DIED.

At Port Dover, on the 16th Oct, last, Colin M¢Neilledge, Esq.,.
aged 41 years,

At Three Rivers, on the 23d instant, after an illness of a few
days only, Stephen Burroughs, Esquire, one of the eatliest settlers.
of the Eastern Townshipe, in this Province.

LETTERS received to Friday, February 7th:—

Rev. J. Magrath, add. sub.; L. Lawrason Esq. rem.acc. of Press ;.
Capt. Binney, [ Killough, Ireland] rem. in full 2 years; Rev. Js,
Thompson ; Mr. MeCaw, rem. in full 12 mo.; Mr.J. Spring; 8,
Fry Esq. add. subs. and rem.; Rev. J. Cochran, rem.; Rev. J;
Grier, rem.; Rev. A. F. Atkinson, rem.; D. Perry Esq, we have
sent the missing packet]; T.S. Shortt Esq. rem.; frdsall
Eﬁ.dd. sub.; Mr.John Wampum; J. Somerville Esq. add subs. ;
J. L. Hughes Esq.; Rev. J. Leeds, rem. ig fall vol, 3; Miss Mur-

ney, do.; Lord Bishop of Montresl,



