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toriety of -these: facts, there are indivduals,
who, bearing the character of fathers, lead
their chitdren to those haunts of immorality |-
As a parent, 1 would- raise ‘my loudest voice
'agajnst those -sinkes of mlqmty, and Jead the
Fotif and tender mmd to.a r,nore qhaste and

A d !‘ormmg vmuous lrabus ? Where is ths
bn f morahty taught? Is itin the reple-

;‘ulrhfave'spoke'n of the sentiments which'gen-
-erally ipervade our plays—I will now speak of

ghe language which they contain. And here
A-have no hesitation in saying that it is equal-
" :}y:bad with the sentiment ; for can it possibly
be demed that our plays are abounding injests
‘on serious and religious subjects?  So sensi-,
ble .do:some of our play-poels seem to be of the
-utility. of -this-method to-ridicule Scripture
truths'that every nerve is strained to accom-
lzsh this object; -and, as a preparative, they,

: oﬁeh indulge their anzjous auditory with phra-
s,es of :a double lmPOIt Indeed, -they ‘well
know that drollery-is 2 powerful engine to do

: mlscluef to religion, -Reason, with all-its bat-
tenes, hasnever been able to shake it. Expe-
z_'iepge coneurs with its dxclayes .and the great-
:est. shrewdness gnd sagacity have ne{er been
nbl to}d:scover any flaws in ils moral princi-
ples. -‘.B,ut there is no fence. against this flail
fof prbfa.ne anﬁ seurrilous. drollery, that, with
m apish tricks and.:buffoonery, is able to ren-
:der, Tiot only rhe wi«est man in the world but
. the most solid’ and : substancxal trml\s, ridicu-
< Tou# This plan, we know, is practically
- adopted in many -departments of life, in which
. we.see'mefi put;off with'a jest what they can
-fiever answer with all their witor talent.. Do
‘nobour plays-also, abound in profane oaths?
:And-if these ‘vices I have enumerated be toler-
udted, ad they certainly are, by a crowded audi-
‘4oty, what:need is there. of: further proof that
“gurstheatres are. great corrupters of pubhc

:}mrals 'l‘ : .

. With respect to_the effect produced on an
assembly by such ‘sentiments and such’ lan-
guage, we need only brmg tq our remem-
brance the mghtly occ.upauon of part[:cular
pldces, \vhere the fallen. vxcmn of her owa fol-
ly and. gullt occupies-a seat, to catch some un-
wary youth, deprive him, of his’
his repuiation, and’ bring dxsgrace upon’ “his.
connections.  “ Perbaps there is not in the.
world so compact and concentrated a mass of

,'| human depravity to be found, as in the one

slnllmg gallery of the large .lheatre,s,svhen any
piece of low and indecent buffoonery is to be
| performed. “The very-lowest, foulest dregs -of
| tomenting grossness and-vice are there, walk-,
ing in tumultnous ebullmon Satan certain-
ly, has not on earth another aze\:t so teeming .
with futme evils.” - This fact is still more.
important and alarming, in the scale of ar-
gument, when we knov} ‘that “on the low-
er classes the higher are built, - -They must
stand or fall toge:her.» At any rate, if the
former fail, the latter cannot kep their pla-
ces. If you sap or corrupt ‘the foundation,
the superstructure must be.endangered, of
the lower classes is the foundation. of society,
formed. Here, then, in (he theatre, is en-
gendered the dry-rot, which,’ penetraung the
heart of the oak that supports the svate, des-
troys its very nature, and renders it not only
useless, but highly insecure and dangerous.”

It would be no difficult thing to carry our.
thoughts to the audiance at wminor- theatres;
but confirmation of the above opinion is ful-,
ly in the consciences of all readers. And
now I ask, if theatrlcal emcrtammems pro:.
duce an effect so great, as 10 brmg such an
assembly together, where can possibly be
the abvantage of attending on them? for the
exhibition must be congemal to the feehngs
and notions ot this audltory, else they Would
not nightly. pay for their admission.

I might easily paint | “the ' character and
practice of some of our performers and play-
writers; but I have no wish. to say anything
of living personages more. than this—does’
their pracucal comment’ on- the:- parts they
represent to théir audiance’ for immitation

_correspond with the’ spirit of thg ‘doctrines



