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lpriety of these:. facts, there are indivdua]s,
,who, bearing the celiaracter ai ,fathers, lead
their chit-dren ta ibaose hau"nts of 'immrnorality
As. a parent, 1 would à-aise rny loudest voice

é ~haae-siikà of iniqnity, nuàea h
yoùiig.asud'tender mmîd to. a maie.çhaste and

'imýéîàin ýamusement. 8ut can it be said-that
tbe theatre is a'rmeaüs.çf inculcaî ing'motality
ind'fôrming.virtuous'habi.ts I WhereisAtis

'lssn''f rnrality taught -1 Is it* in the irepre-
* ~eisîii~ffdiU a irctrad incidents,

ea~ pliable ta thé nodaof the stage-poet, or is
îtm tnhe lives af reai characters of the warst
desériptions, with which theatres are at times

'I- ave spoke n of the se"imenta which-gen-
*.qjralypervade aur plafys-I will new speak 01
».e l4nguage which, they cantain. And here
I-hive na.hesîtatian mn saying that it is eqttal-
,Iy:bad with'the sentiment; l'ar can it passi.biy
be denied.that aur plays are abaunding in jests
'où serians and religions subjects 1 Sa sensi-,
ile.da, saute af, aur piay-paels secin ta be af. the
1uUlity, of thia metbod ta ridicule Seripture
trntbs that every nerve la strained ta accain-

Hàs1 this abject; snd, as a prepsrative, they.
* 4iêhindulge theiranxiaus auditory wjL4 phra.

esa:adauble impart. Indeed, tbey. welI
kxiaw that.drallery is a .pawerltii englne ta do
i'schsoief ta religion. R.easan, witb ail its bat-
tiesi.bas:neyer been; able ta shalie it. Expe-

-rience côricurs with ias dictates; and the.great-
est, ahrewdnes nd saxacity have ne er been
Éble;ta discaver, any llaws in its maral princi.

pe:' t here is na fenc.e. against this flail
'-ai prbfane an4 scurrilaus. drollery, that, wîth

4M apish tricks endbuffoQIgery, is able ta. ren-
de, -mot anly in.ws~tma the yarid, but

* he mas.t salld and substancial trnths, ricticu-
]i,ùê- ,This plan, we kpaw, is pra cticafly
adoptedIn many -Aepartments af life, ini whdch
wyeýsee-meuput:aff with a jest what they can

.everanswer with altheir witar talent. Pa
n*otour.piaysalsa, abound in profane aaths

.:An IftheeviesIhave enumerated be taler-
itdasthey certainly are, by a crawded audi'

.!*tiiy,,what.need is there. of. further proaf. that
-'onr'heatres: are.great corrtvpters of public

With respect ta, théej cft praduced. aný an.
assmbiY by .such seniments ad nâ'îcb'Jà-
guage,,we.need aniy>briag tao aur remem-
brance the-nightiy accupation of particular
places, wvhere the failen.,victii af lier' ôï'fôl-,

yang.uilt acc.upies aseat,catch sane ua-
wary you th, deprN'e hiM of his-proeyy -rata
his réputatian, and' bring disgrae6*upan bis.
connections. 14.Perbapa there la nat. i the.
warld sa qpmpaet aifd cancentrated a mass af
human depravity ta be faound, as in the o 'ne
skilling gg&iry, af tihe large tbeatres, wben any
piece af iow and indécent bufFoonery is ta be
perfarmed. The very ioest, faulest dregs aof
tomenting, grassness snd vice ar hrwaik-.
ing in tumutuc>us ebullition. Satan, certain-
Iy, has not on earth. another age'nt Sa tceming,
with futuw ecvila." This tact la astili mare.
important and alnrming, in the scale af ar-%
gument, %Vhen we kàîbav that "on the IawV-,
et* classes'- the -higber, are built. Wlaey. muet
stand or failt oge:her..; At any rate, if the
former fal, the latter canat keep their plis-.
ces. If 'you aap or cQrrupt. ie foundation!,
the superstructure muat ber e,d angered. Of
the iawver classes is thefoundatianai society
formed. Here, then, in uhe theatre, la en-
gendered the dry-rot, whi 1ch,« peueuàératinf the
heart ai the aak that supparta the &ate, des-*
trays its very nature, and renders it not aniy
uselesL, but highly insectire and dangerous."

It Nvauid ha na difficuit thing ta car ry aur.
tboughts ta the audi ance ai minar. ibeatres;,
but confirmation of the above opinion is fui-«
ly in the consciences ai* ail1 readers. And
now 1 asir, if theatrical entcrtainments pro-
dute an effect s0 great, as ta bring suc/s an
assembiy together, where can passibly be
the abvantage of atending on them, 'i fur the
exhibitian musst be cô'ngqnial ta the feelings,
and nations ai this auditary, eire they wouid
not nightly. pay for t/wir admission.

1 miglit casily paint thé character and
practice of saune ai our perfôrmters aud play-
writers; but 1 have no wis1h-'wt say anytbinÉ
of living perzianages mare than this-does'
their practical comment on the:-parts they
represent ta ý,thelir andiance' 'for i'mmitatiaa
correspond with the' spirit ' aithe'doctrines


