18 Grand Muasters—their powers.

co-existent law-making powers in the same jurisdiction—the grand lodge and
the brother to whom it gave official power, the grand master.

Again. the Freemason’s Monthly Magazine, in an article on ¢« The power
of a master, and lodge rights,” by its M. W. contributor, D., in which that
enlightened Freemason says in reference to the assumed powers of a grand
master 1 ¢ It is o very strange idea eatertained by some of the over-zealous
grand ofticers of the present day, that they may, when present, take charge
of the entire local and private buziness of the lodge, m-maging it as they
please.” 1t is, in our opinion, more than a strange idea ; itis a clear usur-
pation,

This subject, we are pleased to see, is also attracting some attention in
England, and we find in the Freemason {London), for November 27th ult.,
an artiele on ** the powers of a grand master.”  From it we make the fol-
lowing extracts, which will show cxactly how these powers are estimated by
intelligent Enclish Frecmasons :

“There is nothing in Freemasonry concerning which misapprehension
seems more extensively to prevail among Freemasons than the oftice of grand
master. O the one hand, a grand master seems often to be regarded as if
he were merely regarded as the naster of a grand ludge, whose ofice derives
its existence from that of the grand lodge; on the other, it appears to be
supposed that he possesses an absolute power, which he may exercise in the
most arbitrary manner and without conutrol.  Both of these notions are actu-
ally erroncuus, are contrary to the whole spirit of Freemasonry, and betray
an ignorance at once of ity nature and of its history.  llis powers are greae,
but they are limited by the very landmarks of the Order, as well as by the
regulations of the grand lodee over which he presides 5 and in the exereise
-of them he is sulject to the control of assembled brethren, accordiug to that
principle of liberty and brotherlivod on which the whole system of Freema-
soury is based.  The grand waster presides in the grand lodge,—but he pre-
sides because his brethren have appotuted him to preside.  He is elected o
his office, which may be likened to that of the President of a lepublic, ratler
than to that of an absolute manarch, who occupies his throne by right of con-
guest. or by heveditary descent, e has no despotic authority,  In the lodge
he is amung brethrey, not among subjects.  He s the chairman of the mest-
ing, and ic belongs to him w maintaio order. e may call a brother to order
who is guilty of any irregularity in conduet or in speech, and he is entitled
tu expeet the fullest support of the assembled brethreu in doing so.  1e is
entitled to interrupt any brother who, in speaking en any question, introdu-
ces things irrelevant to it, and, if necessary, to compel him to be silent. It
belongs to hit, also, to put questions to the vote, and to declare the result,
but he has not the power of preventing a question from beiug brought before
the lodge,  When the nature of the questiun is such as it is proper for tire
lodgze 1o consider, he has not the power of preventing the fair discussion of it.
e ks not the power of determiniug it hiself, but must puc it to the vote ;
and if there is any uncertainty a3 to the wind of the lodge, the roll nust be
called, that cach brother present may vote in answer to hs name. It is the
privilege of every brother to protest when he thinks it necessary to do so, and
the grand master has no more power than any other member of the craft to
shut his mouth and refuse him the privilege.”

* Nothing could be more fatal to tne interests of Freemasonry than te
invest the graud master with despotic power, or, in other words, with power
to devar the members of the {eaternity from the exervise of the rights which



