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co-existent law-making powers in the sai e jurisictio--thograndlodge and
the brotheri' ta wlloma it qrave oiicial poiwer, the g rand ilaster.

Again. the Freemason's Moiftily 3I/iago~izi)e, in an article on 1' The power
of a master. andi oge rihts,'" by its M1. WV. contributor, D., in w h ich that
enilighîtened Freemason says in reference te the assumîed powers of a grand
muster: ' It is a very tra:ie idea entert;ained lv somie of the over-zealous
grand oficers of the present day, that they inay, when present, ta charge
of the entire local and private biuiiness of the lodge. iiinaging it as they
please." It is, in our Opinion, mare than a strange idea ; it is a clear isur-
pation.

This subje'ct, we are phLeased to see, is aliso attracting soime attenlion in
England, and we find in the Freemason (London). for November 27tii ilt..
an article on - the powers of a grand imaster." From it we malke Ilie fo-
loving extracts. wliich will show exactly how these powears are estinated by
intelliget Enslish Freemasuns:

"'iThere is nothing in Freinasonry 'once'rning wliieli misappreiension
seems rnore exteiively to prevail among Freemasons chan ti oliea of grand
inaster. nii the oie liand, a grand miater seem. ofien ta be regarded as if
he were merely regarded as the master of a grand lodge, whose aflice derives
its existeice froim tiart of die grand lodge ; on the other, it appears to he
supposed that lhe possessez an absolute power, whilh lie may exercise in tha
most arbitrary manner and vithout coiitrol. Bîoth of these notions are actoi-
ally erroneous, are contrary ta tIe woliL sphit of Flrceiiasonry, and betray
ai ignorance at once ofi i nature aid of its iitory. llis ower are grat.
but they are limited by the very landimîarks of the 1 )ruler, as well as by the
regulntions ofI the grand i over whi hi lprasides ; and in the xercise

-of thei ie is suliject to tche control of' assmi i bled brethreni, aeordiig ta tha t
principle of liberty and bratherhood on wiclah the whiiole systei of Irceeiia-
ioniry is basil. 'lie grand inaster iresides in the grand lidge,-but he pre-
sides becatise hie brethrenî have appoiited h imto pre si lie is elected to
his office, whieli niay be likened to that of the Pre'sileit of a Hepublic, rather
chan to ihat of ai absolutie monarcli, who oreupies his throne lby rigit of' coi-
ques.t, or by hereditary dsceiit. lia lhas no despotie authority. ini the lodge
lie is aoingai retireii, nat aioniig stlujects. [lI ia the aUiriiimanii Of itum -
iig, aind it Iîeongs to lim ta iiiaiiitaiii order. li e niy cal1 a brother to order
wh o i guilty of ainy irregularity in conduet or iii speech, and lie is entitled
ta expeicat die illest support of the asseibled bretirei iii doing so. lie is
enîitded to iiterript aiiy brotier who, in speakin;. un any question, introdu-
cel thiings irrebl:ivant to it, aid, if iecesary, ta compel lin to be silait. IL
helongs to fiim, al.O, to put que-stions to die vote. anl to declare the resilt,
but ie lias not the pover of preventing a question frim beiing broughit before
ti le . Wieni the niature of the qutiuoii ii siei as it is proper for he
ldge to consider, fi' lias not the power of preventingII the fair discuassion Of it.
lie hasî not die power of eteriiiiiliii it hiiiiiseff, but must put it ta the vote
ind if there is aniy uicertailiv ias ta til n liîlîîd ofi tu latge, the roll inust be
culied, th at fi brather presiit imiay vote ii aiswier ta fi liai ae. IL is the
privilege of every broiher ta protesit whîei lII thiniks it neessary to do so, aiid
thi granid Illister fias no more power thai aiy otier mlemtîber af the craft to
mhut fils mouth and refuse iiii the privil'ga."

" aothig could be mare fatal ta tlte inte'ests Of Fraenasoiiry than te
iivest edi giril1d iaster vith despoie poter, ar, iii ather words, wiith power
ta debar the ineibrs of the frateriity fromi the exercise of the rights whieb


