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Lione, you and I had not been mixed up with that affair. of the mystery ; but on consideration, I came to theTHE MORTLAKE PEERAGE. 1 hope' evil wil come of it.' conclusion that such a course was not advisable-that it
'Wlhat should, ny dear cousin?' was no concern of mine, and that I bad botter lot the
'I cannot exactly tll. The awkward part of the busi- matter rest

(FrontChambers's Journal.) ness is that I fuel certain there was a child born of the More than thirteon years had elapsed since the cre-
maryig. . a mony which forme the ground-work.of this narrative tookenormAPTE1. 'Why is that awkward ?'7 -place at St. John's, Knutsfield, and in the interval I Iad

'Don't you sec that if the child !Sliving, and is a.boy, been preferred to a charge in the district of Canterbury.

When I was a vcry young mtan I wyas curate of nts- t oubse h odMortlake'shirdIt was while in residence hre that I was induced te
field. In the spring of 18-my rector 'vas taken ill, and-, But,' she replied 'vith empasis, I do not believe proceed further with the investigations I bave already
had to go abroad ; and I was left in charge. Shortly aftLr that he knows of the child's existene.' describod. In the ancient city of Canterbury there resided
bis departure, I received a visit froin an old college coin- 'Tien the sooner he is informed of il, the botter' I a maiden lady by the namne of Onslw. She w«as movng
panion named Stanhope. He was a young man of good replied. la good society, and waa conidered a voery kind beuevolent
family and high connections, and one whom I very much iBut 1 donot know if the child is alive or dead.' lady. After a ime, it came to my knowledge i liat leo had
respected. He told mie that he vas in love with, and on.* I shall, with your permission, mako it my business to 0urosity rturned and I d ermit id ta ealton Miss
gaged to be marrird to, a young lady, whose frieuds were ascertain,' I replieds Onslow, and ascrtain if sbe 'as the sai, peraonaboard ; and asked me if I would imite them in holy matri- I ;ould rather you did nothing of the kind,' she said o d b aen preceptref ta my cousin and bies
niony. At first, I objected; but ho pleaded sa hard, and quickly. 1 If Lord Mortlake applied ta me, I shouid give Craon.
.produced a letter froi my pretty cousin Emily, urging me him ail the information I could. Hle iS one of the most M bias Onslow proved ta beoa very siately old lady, veryta comply with his request, that in th end I consented. amiable and honourable mon I know; we inay therefore ta. and very angular, with strougly mairked features andIr. Stanhope wanted ta get a special licenso ; but I stipu- rest assured that if ho desires secrecy on any point, le has dark pierciug eyes. I took a dislike ta her the first instantlated that if I was ta perform the ceremony, the marriage good and valid reasons for it.' I sat my eyes upon lier; but that docs not matter. Ishould be by banne. To 1thishe agrod; and the banuns 'That may b perfectly truc,' I replied. 'I bave the apologised for my intrusion, and was received mostvere duly published, ho having in the meautime taken up fulest trust in Lord Mortiake's honour. But there ais ne graciously.bis abode in the parish. thing more I have ta say-the register at Knutsfield bas ti understand,' I said, '1that you formerly kept auOn the day appoited for the marriage, thore was a been tamperod with ; the leaf containing the entry of the establishment for the education of young ladies 7'

villagers had somo got wind of the affair, ad thei marriage has been abstracted. What does that mean?' 'Yes,' he replied; 'at York ouse, Barminster.'
vuilagery h«as sehowled g o f tI canuot oven conjecture ; but rest assured that Lord 'Just so. And among your pupils, somle thirteen yearscuriosity was excited. Mortake had nothing ta do with it.' since, you had a Miss Emily Skeffington, niow LadyThe bride was a most beautiful girl, Hermglance as ' l at least you can tell me how they became Colville
like a sunbeam ; no one could look at ber without an acquainted, and why you took sncb an interest in Miss She answered in the affirmative.
emotion of pleasre. Immediately after the ceremony, the Craven's affair. I should not have solemnised the 'You also had at the same time a pupil named Caroline
toun ouple started, as Ithen supposed, on thir wedding marriage, had it not been for your solicitation.' Amelia Craven?'7'
cnuathanafter the wedding, I heard tuaI Mr. Stanhope bad 'I know very littie ; but what I do know I will tell ' A bad girl, sir-a very troublesome girl,' sho said with

obtained a good appointment and bad gone out ta India. you.-When I wvas a child, Caroline Craven and I were much vehomence.

More than two yenrs lapsed ithout anything occurt- schoolfellowsansud was ber bosom-friend. Her mother 'Possibly. But wie will not discus Miss Craven's

ing ta recal these incidentta my m d. y rector' sand mine bad also been schoolfellows, and their friendship qualities. Iow« long did she romain afterMiss Skeffington

bealth bail in some measure been rcstored, and -ho '«as had continued after marriage. Mrs. Craven was asickly, loft?'

back at the rclory.1I h ad been veretard wokaed during rather weak-minded woman, but at the saine time Weil Miss Onslow's brow darkened ; she hesitated for a fow

bis absence, ard neded rees; s eItarted ou a twomente ' educated and voell bred. It was considered that when she seconds, and then replied : Some lnth of time-nearly

tour lnSitzerand. The incidenta of mn holiday have married the rich Mr. Craven, hle ad made a good match ; a year, I should think. Her mother died abrcad;

nouing t tdo witrthl s narrative scienshaf ay once prayced but I doubt very much if she '«as happy. e was a and when ber father sent for ber, se '«as too ill ta travel'

ta tateo 'wat thappened a my retur. o f coursehe firat pompons, purse-proud man; and net very popular among ' Did shie remain in your establishment the whole of

tomu Itadte wasta go p a he rectur Ot osymy' respecta i s friends. As I have said, Caroline Craven and I went that time?'bo
ta Iy didewas. to oo to the ctoryoay cyrtesets d lathe sane scheol at Barminster. It 'as kept by the 'No; site 'as soI that at last we had to take her to
to my superior. _As soon as the ordinary courtesies had M\is;ses Onslow. They were well connected and higly the seaside!
beurn compiied '«ith, ice rectar said : 'Iaun lu a stale ofMissOso.''y ec'«leeeldanbgel heesdo
great proplexit. I ad n application t 'otIer day fora cultivated women ; but they ere alsa narrow.-minded, and ' What as the nature of ber malady ?'

crtifine of te arragen f George Spencer Stanhop sa f pr iand punetilious. Caroline 'as a wild, giddy girl, full 'We did not quite know.'

Caroinc Amelia Craoon,fsaid ta bave peeu solemnied by pof pit and full of talent, and, as you know, very ' Did net the medical man giva you some chue ta ber

youinA July 18-; but I cannot find it.' bbeauiful. It as towards the end of our residence atthis ailment?'

'Not indl 1 '8 excaimed, indeep iurprist. . ilt establishment, just when w wee thinking of being Miss Onslow aed at me haughltily and defiantily, but
Not>' perfinmd, at ulI rexlaim red .' d ureleased from our studies and coming out, that Mrs Craven shle made no answer. 'Never mind' I went on as blandly

duly performed, and duly registered. t afell ilil and was ordered to the south of France for change as I could. 'I will ask you another question, which I am
e ta net thre anow,' replied the rtaie'ct r Ihave of air My father and mother accompanied ber and ber sure you will at once answer. Did you know tha Caroliue

sapphied forifll. usband; and W were sent back te school for another Craven was married?'

4I 1mut tse i·ta Ibis, ' .roplied. 1 If the ontr>'is ual year. Caroline remonstrated 'when she licard of this She stared, and grew very pale, but replied at once and

Itmoo, the registirmu 'I ave b dIn tampered 'tyh.' doecision, and Yowed site would not go back to school; most emplatically: 'No.'

thetarted off aIt once, sud examined itcarefuilyhand but it 'as only an evanescent feeling; aea knew ber 'But Miss Craven mut have told you se as.'
faher's stern character to wli to thiuk of disobeying ' Girls who are in that situation,' she answered quickly,

found, without doubt, that a leaf haîd Cee oextracted. I . calways say that; but thore 'ete no valid proofs'
taxed my memory as to the marriages '«hich had been him.
soieminised about lie saile ime, sud foumcd tîcat atleassîi'Whotehle midaummor holidays came, '«hich itLabd-
tolothersd aoreu issig. B hom tis fraud ad been been arranged we should spend with Lady Mansfield aI In that situation? What am I to understand ?'

comeitted, Icouhd mal divine. I questioned t'h cerk and Hampton Court, We w«ere packed off on a visit to some 'I realy do ot eo, air, wal rigt yau bave la
scxton; but thoegdI licd e disti el qreme bered thce mar- frie'ds at Tregothlnan, in Cornwall, as Lady Mansfield as cross-question me in this manner,' site said haughtily.

age ta;ng pace, they' dvsrrd that no one td aeeu ail to receive us. I suppose it was thuought that ie 'Very true, madan; I certainily ave no right ta

allowed acceas the argiserreithat my permiasion r could not get at anY mischief imsnob c anout-of-the-way question you ; but it will bie h ise on youmr part to answer,

lletofhe rctotr. district as Tregothnan. But whn two girls of eighteen because I bave good reasons for probing this matter ta the

t caonsulted a .nmber of a legal furm. '«1h 'hem I bac!asd niaeteen are left to their own deices, mischief is sure bottoni, and I would rather do it quietly than otherwise.-

doue business, a einmrhoue I ladIbe greatet cofdence; ta foiiaw, especially wlien one of them ais of so impetuous Now tell me,' I went on, 'bwhat am I ta understand by the

udo bcausers affidavits ta h tpepare a setting forth est and impulsive a nature as Caroline Craven. In our walka phrase "in that situation ?I"'

a fraud had aeeucoiitted, and aestiug tat a marriage and wanderings in the neighborhood of Tregothnian Park, 'She as about ta become a mother,' she answered

bad Crau dul bsoieomised beateen George Spencer Stan- '« ide the acquaintauce of your friend Mr. Stanhope. doggedly.

hope snd Caroline A beli te Crayon, ud entered un the mo '«as our constant companion for many weeks; and it ' The girl being in that situation, and asserting that she

roetr au taoline AmJliy 8-ayTit aenered m esoon bema evident tat ho and Caroline 'etc deeply 'as married, what stops did you takeo taae to asceortain
register on the 28th of July 18-. These were dulyseworn snbcd tah other. Mr. Stanhope was in those days if there 'as any truth in lher statement.'

by mei , lthe bae af ithe legal firm 1 bave dprovieal Parsd Caroline knew that ber father w«ould neyer 'None. She had no certificate; and we did not wat

metioned. consent to ber union with a poor man, however good his ta croate a scandai by publishing the facts to the
menioed htbe Sill as \ir- Stanhope was as impulsive world.'

Shortly after this, I obtained a living lu London, and family migh rIe1 t t marie '«s as inis 'id
thee '«ole aifte incidents canncctld '1h Iis malter Lbdac~sile'«as, tlite>' greed ta got nrîcd fraI, and abtain lus &'Did you enake Ibis knovra 1e ber father.'

again pased froincidnts W c '«hon a rune oir reached ase coseut afenards ; and I eakly cousented to aid the. 'No. If the truth had got -wind, aven supposing the

tain r. Srnhope Lad, in cosequeuce of te death m To marriage took place, as you know, and we ail returmned girl ta have been really married, it would have ruined us.

accident, of bis uicle ih e in aof eorlakf tver' aez- Tregathae. I never saw two people so devotedly 'Truc. Yon thought nothing about the girl or ber
accidnofdhta uncle tile, sud '«as otlak bryne -ro tabod; Ie seemed ta live only in each other's future prospects; all thatI you did 'as tao huait the matte
pectedly succeeded to the title, and was coming home fromatac ; up and pack her off to the seaside. What was the namne of
India. I called on him shortly after his roture, and was presence. uptstd vacaionrcafftoaa endand wethehplceayoutooknhroto?
reoeivod '«lIC lhe groateat cordialil>'. 09ors ie ia At isst the vacatiou came ta an end,,asd WC'e tcplace yen hock lier b?'reeiedwihth geaes oriait.Of course, the first A9 oMs nso'.Teprtn ewe Sandgate, a smnall watering-place in Kent.'
lhiugîdîdwaslo asb afler bis '«ife. Fora scn. rt« had ta roluru la iMiss Oslo''s. The partiung bel'«oen 'angtsnalwtrigpoeiîet'
thing did uas ausk after hI wi o ba second or two,a loer er>painful one; but it had to be ' And the child-what bas become of it?'
le did not answernien butI noticed that hie turned very the lovers as aCaroline could not mae uit ber mind 'It died a few moenths after its birth.'

pale At astmastrmg is eotio, hesaidt'Sh fis endu era father's angor, all sorts of vows were of that you are certain ?'
dead.' I was about to condole with him, when ho checked to face er s' Yes ; of tat am certain.'
me : 'Do not say any more about it ; the subject is taoo meanwhile exchanged. '. And the mother, what bcame of er ?'
painful for me to discuss at the prosent moment.' Caroline was always inclined to put off the evil day; 'ulShe went t Florence to hier father.?

Not long after this, I mc'et my cousin-who, by the way, and so it was arranged that as soon as Mrs. Craven was 9ísashe alive or dead
bad jilted me and married Sir A. Colville, a baront with convalescent, she should bc iformed of the marriage ; and 'f sit say. I eadnc
large lan ed cetates-and I asked ber about ber yong through ber influence, Caroline hoped to obtaim her father's I cannot say I beard nothing of ber sice he lf ni
friend, expressing my regret at ber carly death. forgiveness. Instead, however, of recoverig, as it 'as I cann s>leri t y qvastquien stahei aile the lady

'Who told you site was dead ?' she asked, expected, Mrs. Crayon took the fever, and died at Rome, felt that I had no reasonable grounds for questioning the
' George Stanhope, himself>' I replied. This was a death.blow to poor Caroline's hopes; dan truth of ier taatemetsna;bo gmroely thanked her, saying
'Very strange 1' site said, musingly. shortly after that, my father and mother returned a thate se would oblige me if lsherould give me the address 0
SWiat ia strange?' I asked. England, and I was talien from school ; since which I1 the person with whom Mrs. Stanhope lodged, and also thî
'Tiat I soeuId not have heard of it.' have never seen my friend or beard from lier. I hteard thatof the medical practitoner who attended. She complie
'eThen, wre you nat aware of the circumatance till I Mr. Craven did not intend ta return t England, an at once; and folding up the paper, was about tople

informed you of it ?' eventually tbat ho had settled at Florence ; but the the room, when sheinterposed, and earnest aentreted m(
'No; I know nothing but hat you have told me.' friendship between the familles ceased at the death of t ro pbisc teroldh shareale mate
'I do not want to lbe inquisitive,' I pursued, 'but I Mrs. Craven ; and since thon I have lost sight Ofmu'friend ual t peublist,' It e arid ber oiaro in tle malter.

must ask you one more question: When Mr Stanhope altogother.' t b t c make no promise. If the child is really dead, ai
went t India, did bis wife accompany him ?' My cousin's narrative threw very little light on te but I ae no prpose Iu be servd bsuch a 

'No; sIte remaieed lu England.' points I wished to have elucidated-namely, Was the girl yoste, noee good purpose coud u served b> snob a curs
I could not quite understand Lady Colvilie's maner. I had married to Lord Mortlake really dead? If seb wasB bforeo ever Ihansstiatlod upon tha pointImut ba i

She seomed shocked and pamied ; the subject appeared to not, what had become of er? At one timo,I felt a strong botter evidencefts thae 'oC. I uaw passes;'and 'il
be as distressing ta ier as it ad bea n ta Stanhope. She inclination la proceed aI once la Lord Mrtliake, and open t I bowei and loftee raci.
wa silent for a time and then she went o; 'I wisi ail My mind to him and seek in that direçtiona a solutiQ (q9 bd
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