Ascount of the'Galla, an dfrican Nation, g

1e& a king, that is, there is a king foreves

vy feven tribes : there is alfo a kind of no-

Lility among them, from whofe families
atone the fovereign can be chofeh, But
there are certain degrees of merit (all war.
like) that raife, from timz.to timeg their
Plebeian families to nobility, and the right
of fuffrage. No otie of thefe nobles can be
cle@ed till paft yo years ‘of age, unlefs he.
has 1lain with his own hand a number of
men which, added to his years, mike up
forty. ‘ .
The council of eath of the féven -tribes
firft meet feparately "in its own diftricl.
- Flere it determinet how many are neceffa.
ry to be left behind for the governing
guarding, and cultivating the territery,
" while thofe fixed upon, by 'moft votes go -
as delegates to meet-the reprefentatives of
the other nations, at the-domicil, or head-
quarters of the king, amonyg the tribe
from which the fovereign of the laft feven
years was taken. Here they it down vo-
der a tree, which feems to be facred, and
the god of all nations, Tt is called Wan-
zey; has a white flower, and great quan-
tity of foliage, and is very common in A-
byffinia. Afterca variery of . votes, the
number of candidates is reduced to four,
and the fuffrage of fix of thefe nations go -
then no farther; but the feventh, whalc
turn it is to have a king out of their tribe,
choofe, from among the four, one, whom
they crown with a garland of wanzey,’
and put a fceptre, or bludgeon, of that.
wood in his hands, which they call buce.
The king of the weftern Galla is ftiled-
J.ubo, the other Mooty. At this affembly
the king allots to each their fcene of ra-
pine and murder; but limits them ai-
ways to {pcedy returns, in cafe the body
of the nation fhould have occafion for
‘them. The Galla are reputed very gocd
foldiers for furprize, and the firft attack,
. bur have not confiancy for perfeverance.
They encompafs incredible marches, fwim
rivers, holding by the horics rails, (an ex-
wrcife to which they and their horfes are
perfelty trained) do the vtmoft mifchief
poflible’in the thorteft time, and rarelyre- -
turn by the fame way they came. They
are excellent light hurle for a regular army
in an enemy’s countsy. .
Iron is very fearce ameng them, fo that
their principal arms are poles, harpencd .
at the end, and hardenedin the fire, which
they ule like langes, .Théir fhields are

mads of bulls hides, of a fingie foid, fo -

that they are very fubjeét to vearp:in hear,
or brcome pliable .and foft ia wat weis
cthers Notwithflunding theie difadvantas ]
‘gesy the reporr of their-crucity made fuch
. an-impreflion on the AbyMinians, that, on
their firft engagement, they rarely flood

firmly the Gallas-ficft onfet. Befides this,
the fiirill ‘and very barbarous noife’ théy,
are alivays ufed to make- at' the moment
they ‘charge, ufed to terrify the horfes and

.riders, fo that a flight generally followed '

an attack mage by Galla horfe,

Thefe melancholy and frantic howls [
had occaflon to hear often in thofe engage-
ments that had happened ‘while 1 was in
Abyflinia. The Edjow, a body of Galls
who had been in the late King-Jofa’s fer.
vice, and were relations to him by his mo.
thier, who was of that clan .of fouthern
‘Galla, were conftantly inthe rebel army,
and always in the moft diffaffeQed part,
who, with the troops of Begemder and
Lafla, attacked the king’s houthold, where
he svas in perfon; and, though they be:
haved with a bravery even to rathnefs,
mott of them loft their lives, upon the
long pikes of the King’s black horfe, with-
out ever doing any notable executinn, as
thele horfes were too well trained to be at
all moved with their thricks, when they -
tharged, though their bravery and fidelity
merited a better fate. '

‘IChe women ars 3id to be very fruitful,
They do. not confine themfelves aven a .
day afier labour, but wath and return to
their work immediately, They plow,
{fow,’and reap. The carttle tread:out the -
corn, but the men are the herdfmen, and--
take charge of the cattle. . .

Both fexes are fomething lefs than the
middle fize, exceedingly light and agile.
Both, but.efpecially the men, plait their .
hair«vith the bowels and guts of oxen,
which they wear likewife, like belts, twif--
ted round their middlaTénd thefe, as they
purtrify, occafion a-terrible ftench. - Both

‘copioufly annoint their heads and bodies .

with butter, or melied greafe, whick is -
codtinually raining from them, and which .
indicatés “thac. they camé from a country -
hotter than that which they now poffefs. .
They greatly refemble the Hottentots in

the filthy tafte of drefs.  The reft of their’
body is haked ; a picce of {kin only co-
vers them be=fore, and they wear a goat’s

{kinjgn thelr thoulders, in fhaps of a WO-
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man’s handkerchief, or tippet.

1t has been {xid, that no religion was
ever difcovered among them. 1 imagine.
that the fa&s vpon which_this opinion is
founded;-have never ben fufficiently. in-.
veftigated. The Wanzey . tree, under
which tlieir kings are crowned, is; avowed~

1y worfhipped for a god in every tribe— .
" They havé certain flones, alfo, for an ob-

je& “of -théir ~devotion, which"I‘ never

‘could fufficientiy underftand ta give. far-.’

ther .defcription of them :, but they cer-.

_tainly pay adoration.to the maon,. efpeci-

all; the new:moody for of this I have fre-
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