
Acouent of tbe Galla, an 1frican Nation.
lea a king, taint is, there is x king for eve.
ry feven cribes : there is alfo a kind ofno-
bility among ticm, from whofe famailies
alone the fovcreign can bc chofeni. But
tlhcre are certain de:çrees of mient (ail war-
like) chat raife, fromn timec toa timecthecir
iletbeian faillies to nobiity, and the rig.c
of fuffragç. No one of thefe nobles can be
cleaed tili pafi 40 years Of age, unlets he.
lias silain withs his ownl hand a number of
men which, added to hi years, mike up
forty.

The council of Cath of %he fevcn -tribes
firfl meet feparately -in its own diftrici.
lere it determines hown many are nece.ff-
ry to be left behind for the governing,
guarding, and cultivating the territory,
while thofe fixed upon. by moil votes go
as dclgates ta meet-tite reprefentatives ôf
thie otcher nations, at the domicil, or .head-
quarcers ut the king, among the tribe
from vhich the (overcign of the laa revei
years was taken. HEre they fit down un-
deir a tree, which fcms ta bc facred, and
the god of ail nations. It is called Wah-
2ey; hias n white flowvr, and great quan-
tity of foliage, and ;s very common in A-

byffinia. After' a varicty of votes, the
nuamher of candidates is reduced ta four,
and the fuffragc of fix of thee nations go
then no farther j but the feventh, whorc
turn it is to have a king out of cheir tribe,
choofo; froin among the four, one, whon
they crown with a garland of wanzey,
and put a fceptre, or bludgeon, of that
wood in his hands, .which they cati buce.

The king of the weftern Gàlla is iliied
Lubo, the other Ivloty. At this affembly
the king allots to each their fcene of ra-
pine and murder; hut limits them ai-
ways to fpeedy returns, in cafe the body
of the nation fhould have occation for
chem. The Galla are reputed vcry gocd
foldiera for furprize, and the firft attack,
but hav.e not confiancy for perfeverance.
They encomapafs incredible marches, fwin
rivers, holding by the hories tait&, (an ex-
'-rcife to which they and their hiorfes arc
perfeiy tmine$d) do the utmllon mlifchief
pofliblein tbe (horten time., and rarelyre-
turn by the fame way.they came. TI'hey
are excellent liglt h,ùrte for a regular army
in an enemy's county.

Iron is very fcarce am:ng them, fo that
their principal arms are poley., (harpencd
at the end, and liardened in the fire, which
they iýfe like 'lançes. Thèir fiields aIre
made of bulls hides, of a tingie foid, io
that they are very fubjeat towarp:in heai,
or becone pliable anffo'irt in wet wria-
thier. Notwïthilanîdin.g there difa.dvant a:-
ges, the report of their-cruary madefuch
;rimpref!ion on the Abyffini, that,.on
their fir' engagement, they rarely' aoocd

firml the Gallas firft onfet. Befides thiS,
the ihriill 'and vcry barbaroui noife' the-Y,
arc alvays ufed ta make- attbe momeht
they'charge, ufed to terrify the horfes and
riders, fo that a fligfit generally followed
an attack iil-éby Galla horfe.

Thefe milancholy and frantic howls I
lad occaflon ta hear oflei in thofe engage-
ments that had happencil while i was in
Abyflinia. The Edjow, a body of Galla
who had been in the late King-Jofa's fer.
vice, and were relations ta him by his mo.
tier, who was of that clan of fouthern
G alla,. werc conftantly in the rebel arny,
and.always in the moft diffaffeed part,
who, with the troops of Begemder and
Lala, attacked ic king's houihold, where
lie -as in perfoni and, though they be-
haved with a bravery even -te ralhnefs,
moti of them lot tlcir lives, upon the
long pikes of the king's black horre, vith-
out ever doing any notable execuit.n,. as
thefe horfes were too wCl trained to bc at
ail noved with their thlriks, when they
charged, though their bravery and fidelity
merited a better fate.

The woncn arc faid to be very fruitful.
They do. not confine thmfelvc oven a
day after labour, but wafh and return to
their w.ork immediately, They plow,
fow,'and reap. The cattle tread out the

, corn, but the men are the herdfmen, and -
take charge of the cattle.
. Both fexes are fomething lefs than the
middle fize, exceedingly light and agile.
Both, butcetpecially the men, plait their
hair-with te bowels and guts of oxcnp
which they wear likewife,-like belts, twif-
ted round their middle ; and thefe, as they
putrify, occafion a terrible flench. Both
copioufly annoint their heads and bodies
with butter, or melted greare, whiich is
cottinually raining from tien, an'd which
indicates fhat. they cam from a country
hotter than that which they now poffes.
They greâtly refemble the Hottentots in
the filthy tate of drefs. The reR of their
body.is haked ; a piece of tkin only co-
vers them before, and they wear a goat 's

their thoulders, iri Ihape of a \Vo-.
man'sha-dkerchief, or tipipet.

It has been faid, that no religion .was
ever di(covered among thcm. 1 imagine
that the faas upon vhieh -this opinion is
founicd,-have never ben fufficiently in-
vefligated. 'The Wanzey .tree, under
which t(ieir kings are crowned, is: avowed-
ly worfhipped for a god in every stribe.--
They havê certain flones, alfo, for an ob-
jea .of -thèir "devot.ion, whicþ T never
could fufiicientiy underftand to .give far
ther deteription of them - but;they cer-
tainly pay adoration. tehe o naon, e«peci-
abyic e eofor 9,f liisJ.hav.,ere-.


