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Taia mo net, O Gogd, our Fathor,
Sintul thougis iny heast may bo;
Thou might lenvo me, but the rather

Let thy moroy light on me.

Pass e not, O pracious Savioar!
Let mo Uve and cling to Qhao;

For I'mi lotgiug for thy favour,
Wilst "1l 03'ro endling, oh ! call o ?

Pasnmo not, O mighty Spirit *

Thou cun'st ako Lo blinttosee,
Witt esso of Jevns' 10,

Sponk 8000 W ol 0F pOwIr Lo 1!

Lo. o of Gud,»0 pure and changeless’
T1iod of Chaist, 50 ¥ ¢ and freo!

Qraco of God, 8o strong and houndiess,
Magn.fy it all inmo!

T

Xaubath _§rnuu? '(E.tz-tﬁu‘r.-
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LESSON XXII,

THE SMITTEN ROk, fumbers

XS 7 L3

COMMIT TO MMORY, v, 11, 12,

ParsLirnL Pagsiars.—Numy., Xsvii, 1.
Dout. bi. 26,

With v. 7, 8, read Ps. Ixxvii, I5 16 ; with

k. 9, 1ead Num. xvii, 190 with v. 10, read

s, cvi. 88; with v. 11, 1ead 1 Cor. x. 4
with v. 12, 18, read Ps. xcix. 8.
cextral Truria— That

Christ”
LeapiNG TEXT.~They drank of that

Rock 1was

’ Spritual Rock that folZowcd them, aml

that Roch was Christ.—1 Cor. . 4.

1We now enter on a new stago of Israol's
Justory. Thirty-eight yoars of wandering
liave passed, marked by manya providenco
indeed, yo. years of some weariness aud
gloom. Tue peuple would nuturally be
geattered over the sarronnding region, after
the menner of all wandering tribes, coming
together at the central sanctuary, wo may
hope, for stated worship. Their history is
nearly a Ylank, during the time, o sign, let
us bope, of cowparativo happiness, Tlns
chapter opens with tho rallying of the
vt wholo congregation™ in the wilderness of
Zin, prepacatory to the march towards
Canasn, 08 it was now tho first month of
tho fortieth year sinco lonving Egypt.

Miriem died thore, Moses’ wifo was a
foreigner, and Minam ls sister, a mfted
woman in lerself, secrae to have filled tho
leading place, berido her groat brother.
The Lord honoured her among **tho women”
(Es. xv. 20). Thougi she Tind not been
fanltless throughout {Numb. xii, 1}, she was
mnch to Moses, ns the companion of a long
and eventinl life, and hor Soath may woll
have affected him greatly, accounting per-
haps in purt fur tho vesation of spirit of
which wo study, to-day, the sad record.

The congregation crowded into one place,
felt the want of water (v. 2), and the old
complaint was rovived. Pcoples, like in-
dividuals, have their habits, and one hears
tho old seditious murmurings of & genora-
tion gone (v. 8, 4, 5,) (sco Numb. xiv. 2, 8).
Their leaders, na beforo, appeal to God (v.
¢, and God is faithful as of old, ang his
glory “appears.” What hittle chanyge thirty-
cight years, with all its mortality, has made!
{Hos. vi. 4) At tius point our Losson
bagins.

I. Tur pIVINE codtsstoN.—Moses (v. 7)
accompanied by Aarvon, is to take the rod
with which the miracles in Egypt had beon
wrought (Ex. vii.9; viii. 5), and at Rephi-
ditn (xvii. 6) which had, it appears, accord-
ing to suzue, been laid up “before the Lord"
(v.9.)

He s to assomble the peoplo (v.€). and
in their presence, “speak” to the rock (or
rather cliff—not tho same word as at Horeb),
aud wator enough is promised for the peo-
ple and cattle.

It has beon argued by others that the rod
here doscribed is not the rod of power and

B awtbority used in Egypt, and at the river

1Ex. vit. 20), but the rod of Aavon (Num.
wii. 8), the priestly rod; that the Rock
wepresenting  Christ) hal been already
amitten (“dying once”) (Rom. vi, 9, 10),
was not to be smitten agnin, but spoken to
as our High Priest), Ou this theory the
rod was only asymhol of priestly office.
{f this could be sustained, it would simplify
the matter greatly, and sliow that Moses'
s destroyed a rymbol.  But there is
nothing 1 tho word to put it beyond doubt;
and when tho sin of Moses aud Aaron is
mentioned, it iz preseated in & formn less
distinet and definite than this (Num, xxvii,
14; Deut. xxvii. 61.)

11, THE MANNER 0F EXECUTING THE OM-
utsston.—The congregation was collectod
tv. 10) by tho brothers in front of the oliff.
Mnaes appears to have been the spenker
Ps. cvi. 881, bui whatever responsibility
was involved .Aavon shaved it. Certainly
tho torms of tho commission wero oxcooded.
Moses lifled up his hand and smote the
rock, not once only, but twire., Ho wns
diveeted to “speak” to it. He spoke to the
feople, on which hie had ne diroctions, and
iis tone was that of angsr. *“Ye robela!”
or probably “mmrmuwrers,” n word akin, it is
supposed, to *‘thou fool,” of Matt. v, 22.
This was pact of the “unalvisedly” of the
Paa'i. Nor did his language honour God.
Either ho arrogated somo share of the
power “we.” ur lad some distrust /some
tender it, “Can 1we") of God. This is sus
tained in part by v. 12, “believed 'ue not;"
yot it is not likely that thoy who saw so
mush should doubt divine Eowcr. Moreo
likely, tha idea of self, rathier than God,
was two much dwol. ou.

.But, the defanlt in the servant does not
hinder the supply to tho poople. The water
same out abundautly (v. 11) for mau aad
beaat, .

Il Tur prviNk: HONOUR MAINTAINKD:
This {u & sml record, but we slsll sesreason
for it, and may. receivo good from it. If
would geem that immediately afler the
telief of the people, the Lord announesd to
Moses aud Asron (v, 13) that for their sin
they ahionld not enter the land. It consisted,
according to the statement, in unbelief, and
failwre to nanctify aud houour God before
{ie peopls, The Lord saw the state”of
‘i;:‘?: :21 both, of v'lxniah the ontwarde

peared then, or to we}

:mulm'.z n“-':moh by for the
ard acts what forn of sim Lord
4w and dessribed by the Sorgoing wends.

we.

( l} Moses was bidden to sponk to the rook,
orcliff. Ho did not, but apako to the peo-
plo. “Ilear now, ye rebels,” &ec. (v, 10),

(2) His words were angry, petulaut, and
repronchiul, in tho highest degrec. e
nuss in them the oalm dignity and quiet
frust in God, by which thomeok Mouses was
usually marked.

18) They morcover implud, in some
degice, that Mases and Aavon weie bang
budened with the doing with (his—*Must
wo?”  God might § ave said, *T1 1s T that
fetch tho water, and not vou ; and if [ can
eudure the people, you well mry.”

(4) Thero was no instruction tostrike the
rock even onee, but it was smutlen twico.
(It this weve the rod of Anron, with jts
whaoulous huds and blossoms, there was
obvivus unfituess m the act.) God must
be served, it atall. in his own way, This
18 part of tho cervice,

Now, how could the brothers thus sin ?
Posibly they had not quict recotvered the
balance of feeling after Mivinm's death.
Whon wo have some sore, near trouble, a
public annoyanca irets us, and soems an
tmpertinence. The peoplo of this new gen-
eration sovoly disappointed thein by repeat-
ing their fathers’' sm. But perhaps (wo can
ouly aonjecture) the two men, now ngod,
hoping all tho time to settle the peoplo m
the land, saw in this new sin, and the now
supply of water miracuously giveun, an inti
mation that avo*!:er long delay was to be
intorposed, and so wers betrayed into im
patienco and resoutment. This idea i-
fasoured by thoe language, *this rock "
“Are we to begin over again thus weary
ronnd of penal wanderings?’® It was
frightful proveeation to tha hoary veteraus.
Tlus view is favoured by the form of

paaisliment.  “You aru impatient to lead
the puople into the laud—afinid you may
bo dead oro thicy iench it. You shall not
lead,” &e. Then why shiould God visit them
with this pauishunent 2 Becauso they weie
eminently and vpenly his own »Judgment
begins at God'’s house” {1 Pet. iv. 17). 8.
it was with Aaron's soi1s; so with Miiiam
(see Ez.ix 6). It is te be shown that God
has no favourites. Judgments came onthe
people when they einned. Their leadois
cannot sin and go free. God is impartial
and holy. Ho is no respector of parsoua.
His justice notes sin in Aaron and Moges a
truly as in the blasphemor or tho gathoror
of sticks, and he ]punislmsitinjust measute,
and atter itg kind. So Moses tells the pro-
plo (Dout. iii. 20) that the wrath was “fo:
their sakes,” that is a warning to them.
God is “glorious in holiness,” an i the high
er the place of his servants, the more bonnd
they ave “to dn juatly, love mercy,and
walk humbly with God” (Micnh vi. 8).
Loarn (1) the need of heart-kee,ing (Ps.
oxli 8).
t2) The imperfoction of the best men,
even in that in whioh they excel.

(8) Bewavre of making another sin. The
people tempted Moses. Sece Deut. iii. 26,
aad Ps. cvi. 82,

(4) The higher onr privileges, the greater
our reaponesibility (Amoas iif, 2},

(6) Wo must not allow sin in others.
Anron made nopretest ; ahared the puaish-
ment,

SUGGXSTIVE TOPICS.

—Tho time—place—recent death—Miri-
am-—econdition of people—their want—their
feeling—their complaint—the directions to
Moses—the place—rock or olitf—the pro-
miso—by whom watey to be given—tho act
of Moses orderod—tio act done—departire
from order—in what respects— the miracle
—tho sin of Moses—how visited—why so
severely—how divine honour guasded—ths
principlo of this—other examptos—tho less-
ons to us,

Preshytery of Huron.

This Presbytery met in London, on Tues-
day evening, 5th May, by permission of the
Synod.

Mr. Gracoy, on behalf of the Comimittee
on the State of Religion, read arepurt basad
on tho answers given by Sessions to the
quertes transmattod by the Convener of the
Assembly’s Corenuttee. Tho roport was
received, nlopted, and transmitted to tho
Clerk of Synod.

It was agrood to ask the General Assom-
bly tor leavo to hicenso Mr. Thowas Thom-
son, student. Tho Assembly at i.s lust
meecting granted leave to Mr, Thomson to
complote Lis last theological year under the
superintendence of the L' resbytory

A committee was appointed, consisting of
Mesars. Goldsanth, MceCunig, Brrr, Mims-
ters, and Wilson and Matheson, Elders, to
make arrangeinents for holding a Presby-
terinl Sabbath Schiool Convention during
tho Summer.

M:. Ure, on bohalf of the Committeo ap-

omted to answer tho reasons of dissent of
Mr. Ross and others on tho Union quostion.
yoad answors to said reasons, wlich were
adoptod by the Presbytery. The following
aro tho reasons of dissout of Mr. Ross and
others, together with tho Dresbytery’s
answers fo snid roasons.

1. Reasons of Dissout.

1st. Becanse by the Union Basis of 1861,
now forimtuy the constitutton ol this Chureh,
we are nlroady under solomn vews and
covonant eugagements to tho Lord, to lus
poople, to ond another, and beloro tho
wor?d, regarding tho Lord Jesus Chylst a8
the King and Hoad of His Church, in tho
torms following: * That the Lord Josus
Christ as the ouly King and Head of His
Chureh, that He has made her fros from
all soenlar ov external aathority iu the
sdminiateation of her affairs, and that she
ir bornd to nssert and defend this liberty w
the utmost, and ought not o ontorinto such
engagemonts with any Y,i‘"y ns wonld bo

rejudicial therqto.” “The exclusion of s
fm testimony froin the Basis, jnst approvs
od by this Presbytéry, wo sannot requrd as
a falling awny from the testimony hitiierto

and » settiug asldd of our covenant cugage:
ments vt ) e . .
2nd. Becaune by the same Union, doven-
auit o hro nuder Jike vows and Covouaut
engagomnsnts, regarding thz apme Jagr .

\ ' i s follo :
SRR

(e
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borne o the glorions head of the Chintoh,

Joana Chuist, a8 medistor, |

is invosted with univorsal sovorvigniy, au.
is, theroforo, ling of natous, aud thut all
won in overy capacity and relation, ave
bennd to obey Hia will aa rovealed in s
Word, and particalirly that the aivil
nagiatrate is bound 1o vegiluto s official
¢~ edure na wall ns his personal conduct
by the revealed will of Christ;” and no
similar place being allowed to himmm tht
Basis just approve-l, weo cannot but rogal
as & fallmg away from our present testi-
mony to the Sovereign Kuler of all, and o
violating of our existing Coveaant,

3i1d. Beoansa tho sweoping civeeplion
taken to the dectrine of the confession and
catechima regarding tho powerand duty of
the eivil iagistrate. m the second Articlo of
tho Basis; th o testimony which the said
confession and eatechisms hear to Christ as
the Ilead of nature 14 stripped of nuthority
and value,

4th. Beeanse tho Chimvch sots asido the
present testimonies to Christ as the Head
of thie Chur~h and Lord of all, in our july
ment. to please men, and in eiremnstances
which ~ast donbt npon the integrity of the
Chureh in the testimonies she lias hovetn-
Fiwa put forth in behalf of her King and
Lord,

Sth. Beeause by the Fourth Avtiele of the
Busis entanglin:s relations to other Cliurelios
ave made n {erm of communionand a fund-
amental provision of Lior constitution.
Signed,

WILLIAM GRAHAM,
Joux Frrausox,  Samtil (imvocuaw,
Joux Keun. Groncr \WALKFR.

Answers to reasons of diksent. by Mr.
Rnss and others, from the decision of the
Presbytery on the Union question,

I. In their first reason the dissentients
yuote the thirl Article of the present Basis
f Uniun, which is s follows : * That the
Lotd Jesus Christ 18 thoe only King and
Head of His Chateh, that he has mado her
free from all secular or exteruat authonity,
in the alministration of her affairs, and
that she is bound to assort and defead tlus
liberty to the utmost, aud ought not to
enter into any ongagewents with any party
an prejudical therveto,” And they affirn
that the omissivn of a like article in the
proposed Basis is8 a falling away from the
testimony hitl:erto borne to tho great Head
of the Chiuich and a setting nside of coven
ant engagements. In answor (o this it
ought to be sufficient to refor to the follow.
ng quotations from the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith, apecified in Articlo 2nd of
the proposed Basia as the chicf subordinate
standard of the United Church of the
futuroe ; in which standard the testimony of
the Churcl on the above noticed truth as
well as on all ot'ior fundamental truths of
Christianity is to be found.

1st. * There is no other Head of the
Chnreh but tie Lord Jesus Curist.” Cap.
26, Sec. 6. '

2ad, * TheLord Jesus Chirist hath therein
(viz. in the Charch) appointed a govern-
ment in the hands of church officors, dis.
tinet from the civl magistrate.,” Cap. 8v,
Rec. 1.

8rd. © To chese officors the Keys of the
Kingdom of Heavon aro committed, by vir-
tue whereof they have powor respectivoly
to retain and remit sins, to shut the king.
dom of heaven agaiuat the impeniteut, both
Ly the word aud consuves, and to opon it to
ponitent sinners by the ministry of the
Gospal, and by absolution from censures,
ng occasion shall require.,” Cap. 80,
See. 2,

4th. ¢ For the Uotter govornment and for
the edification of the Church, there ought
to he such Assomblios as nrs commoniy
eal'ed Synods and Couneils,” Sac. 381,
See. 1.

Sth, * It bolongeth to Synods and Conn-
cils ministerially to detormud controversies
of faith and eases of conssionco, to set down
rulos and directions for the belter ordering
of tho public worship of God, ard govern-
ment of his Church, to receivo complnints
in cases of maladministration, and authori-
tativoly to determine the samo, which do.
erees and (determinations, if .nsonant to
tho Word of God, are to bo received with
reveranco and submission, not only fur the
power whoreby they are mado, as being an
ordinance of God, appninted thercunto in
His Word." Cap. 81, Sec. 8.

Oth. “ Tho civil magistrato may not
assnmea to himsolf the administration of the
Sacraments, or the nowor of the Keys of
tho Kingdom of IHeaven." Cap. 88,
Sec. 8.

Thess quotations show the doetrine
which cho negotiating churehos openly hold
and profess, and to which the United
Churel of thoe futare is propared to pledgo
itself; and it is submitted that there is in
those quotations, n much fuller and not lass
explicit declaration as to the spiritoal inde-
pondence of the Churel , and its subjection
to tho sole authority of its divine King and
Head, than that contained in the Article in
quostion, While chenshing nathing but a
fosling of reapect for the form in which thix
Articlo is drawn up, the Presbytery can seo
no adequnto reason for its roinsertion in the
proposod biasia, And if it be, as the Pres.
brtory believes it to bo a much loss perfect
statoment of the doctrino of which it troats,
than that found in the Confession of Faith;
this alone should Le a sufficient veasou for
milovsing it to drop ; and, to do this, cantot,
while the mors perfect form of statement
on the samo point i. maintained, affect tho
Churelt's trstimony or hwpair its covenant
obligations.

II. In tho second reason, tho dissentients
quote the fourth Avtiole of the present
Basig, which is as follows :

“That the Lord Jesus ar meditator i in-
vested with qmv?mity Soveroignty, and is
therefors king of nations, sad that all men
in every oapacity and 1elation, are bound
to obey }‘Iis will as reyenlod in Hix Word;
and parllenforly that the civil magistrate
(inoluding undcr that topn all wlo ave in
apy way conceraed in tho legislative or ad.
ministrative action of the Jate) js bound ta
yegulate lia ofcial procedure as well s
This personal couduct by the revealed will

Joux Ross.

“of Christ.”

Tho omisalon of thir or a almilar Article
from tho proposed Basia in alleged to be n
fyctlier fallinyg avay Loom onr testimoliy to
the Saversign Ruler of all; and an additi.
onal violaticn of our existing Covenant,

.

In voply to this, roforenco sust apein be
had to the aforo-mentinued aubiioritative
standard recogmized in tho second Artiel:
of tho proposed I wsis 11 wiich wo fiad th
t Howing statoments ou $ha vo'nts roeferie |
te,

Ist. “God the Supreme L.id and King
of all the would nth orduined avil niagis-
¥ atos, to bo uader lum over the people tor
s own glory and the public good; and t
this ond hath armaed them wathh the powor
of the sworid, for the d-fence and encour.
agemant ot them that aro good, and for the
pamstiment of avil dacrs,”

2ad, Tt is lawful for Cliistians to aceopt
and executo the offize of » magistrato when
caile T thereunto, in the managing whereo
thoy onght especiully to maintair piety,
Jjustice and peace.  Hevo lot two things be

observed, Ist. That the obligation to main-

tain prety as well as justice and peace hore
spoken of, shows how our Confession, in
this as wel] as in a number of other places,
sets forth the principle, that it is the duty of
m=n_in their puphie as woll ag in thoi
private relations, or in thew public as wol
ag privato sphores of lifs to conform thoir
proced-wro and conduct to tho revealed will
of Chnist. From this testimony there is and
there can bo no dopavtwe on thoe part of
tho United Churel, so long ns 1t holds as
the varijus negotiating Churches now du
I»‘n].d tho teachings of the Confessions of
l-x}xtl»: 2nd. It is oqualiy true of this doo

trine inrespect to national respousibility to
Christ, as it is of that relating to the
Spir.tual Indopendence of tho Church, that
a8 thoone and the other arc explicitly taugh

wi our standards there 18 no necessity, for
purpuses of testunony, for the reassertion
of oithior. There seoms to he no roason for
tho plneo they oceupy in tho prosent Basis,
if regarded aprt from certain mutual sus

pioions and alienations that had to be eun-
couaterad in conducting nogotiations with
n vizw to tho existing Union.  Thero were
in tha former DPicsbylerian Chuveh ot
Cantla thoso wlo looked upon the then
United  Presbyterian Chuich, as holding
1wy on the pruvinee of the civil magis-
trate in religious matters which tended to
ancial inflilolity.  On the other haul, there
wery in the latter Churcl, thoso who re

gardod the former Charch, as clerishing
principles relativo to the province of the
magistrato, which wero inconsistent Loth
with liberty of conscionco and with the
Spiritual [ndepondenco of the Clingel. The
Articles in quostion wero duo to tlﬁoso mis-
undorstandings. Their omission thereforo
from the proposod Rasic instend of being a
falling nway from auy part of our testi-
mony or covenaul engngomonts, i3 n
falling away ather from unploasant me-
taovialg of past suspicionsand misapprohen-
sions,

III. The third reason states that “by
the sweoping excsption taken fo tho dac-
trino of the Confession and Catechisms ro-
garding tho power and daty of the civil
magistrate, in the second Avticle of the
Baeia, the testimony which the snid Con-
fossion and Catechisms boar to Christ as
the Head of Nations stripped of its authority
and valuo. Tho * excoption ™ or qualifying
clause referrod to, is oxpressed as follows:
“1i  being distinetly® understood that
nothiug contained iu the aforesaid Confes-
slon or Catechisms regarding the power and
duty of the civil magistrato shall bo held to
sanction any principles or views iuconsis
tont with liberty of conscience.” One of the
three qualifying clauses in our Brcmmt
Basia wluch seoms aftor considorable eox-
perionco to be accepted by tho Church as
thouroughly safe in ils operation, reads as
follows: *That no interpretation or re-
coption of theso sections (i.c., the secctions
vespecting the civil magiztinte) is requived
by this Church which wonld accord to the
Stato any authority, to violate that liberty
of eansciones and right nf private judgraent
winch ave assorted in Chap. 22, Sec. 2, of
tho Confession; and in accordance with
which this Church holds thal every person
nnght to ba at full hberty to search th»
Seriptures for himsolf, and to follow ont
what he conscientiously bulioves to be the
tenching of Seripturo without let or hinder-
ance.” .

The Presbytery fail toseo any differernze
in meaning botwoen theso two modifying
ciauses. DBoth contemplate the same
object, viz., the sccuring forbearance in
regard to the tenchings of those portions of
tho Confession which assume the existonce
of an ecclosiastien! establishment and takes
it for granted, that the law of the land
should require respect for the doetrincs and
obedience to the requirements of Christi.
ahlty as a wholo.

Thoso portions of the Confession reforred
to aro such as tho following: * ‘That the
civil magistrate hath authority and it ishis
duty, to tako ordor that uaity and poeaco be
prosorved in the Chuveh, that the truth of
God bo kept pure and entire, that all blas-
phomics sm{) heresies o2 suppressed, all
corruptions and abuses in worship nnd
discipline preventod or reformed, and all
ordinancos of God duly setited, adminis-
tered, aud obsarved. For the bettev effac-
ting whereof, ho hath powor to call Synods,
to bo present at them, nad to provide that
whatsoever is trausacted in them be ao
cording to tho wmind of God.' While the
ono modifying olauso equally with the
other has dircet referonco to such alleged
applications of tho principle as are ex-
pressed or referred to in the ahove uxtract.
Noithor of them strips that principle of any
of those appiinations of it which in the
ciroumstances of our cout ry aro roally
practical,

IV. The fourth renson which alleges
that the Cliurch sets aside the prosent te- ¢ -
monies to Chiist as the Head of the Chintch
and the Natious to please mén, has been
;u?ﬁently answered uuder previous

ends, :

V. The last renson charges that by the
fourth Article ol the Basis, *¢ entangling xe-
Iations to other Crurchos is made a ferm of
commauion, and a fundamental provision
of the Chiurehs Couistitation.” In reply'to
this it is 4o be observed, that no atempt ia
made to point nut what is meant by ihe
phrase “ontan;ilingplquowj and thatoon:
sequently no' light' js tlirowa™ upon’” We
natiire op dmpoit of the alleged, ¥ new tértn

the Clinpelt’s Coastitntion, ‘

e,

of commmnisn ™ and new “provisiénY' ot

‘'he obricws tratk is $het the relat'dus ol | Wo
the United Ohureh ¢ves (o 1hoee d'mrehes

lioldinge tho samo standards aro Ly this
-osoltition laft and purnosaly left, wholy
nndofined, Tho resclution is pastly negativo
and pastly positive,  Neewtive, 1 o far as
1t rofuses {0 pledge the tmteg Chureh to
definito relaiions to sy foroign Church
whatsoe. er, aul positive in so fay as it ox-
proesly stutes, tii minsters from the
Churehes  especially v forved to, aro not
necesaarily o he recoived mto the Umited
Cluich simply and as a raaitor of conrse by
by their presonting cuvuficatos of good
standing in their own Churches; bat in ne.
cordance with the terms and regulations
wliel the Clineeh iu 1ts wisdon may from
ftme to tune deterbune.—Anren, Mobnax,
Pres. Clerk. ‘

7

Don't Throw Stones.

Boys, don't throw stones. 1 have looked
it frow overy sule, and 1t is a dangorous
business. Nme times out of ten tho spivit
that winspers to boys who throw stonos,
and prompts them to do it, is an idle, mis-
cluevious, careless, wicked spirit, It says
overy timo it seos a stone in Charlio’s path,
without giving him timo to think what may
come of it, ¢ Now, just see how fav, or how
straisht, or hov Ingh veu - ald threow 1t,"”
Away it goes, nad “ Oht just my luek!™ a
window is broken.

I was once in a beautiful new church.
Tho sexton came down from tho gallery
shaking hishead and gritting his toeth, Ho
had o littlo round stone in his hand, I
wish I had tho boy who threw that,” said
he, ** I'1 jork him out of his boots” I
eould suarcoly blamo him for being so
raugh, ns ha poirted up terone of the hand-
some windows tha had a hole in it wheve
the stona camo thruugh, I wondored j.ob
how thio Loy who threw it felt whon e heard
it erash. I Linve o doubt that hio looked
first this way and then wast, aud then an
like a coward.

I pity tho buy that finds any amusement
m throwing stones at biwrds or thow nests,
or among a herd of enws or flock of goese,
It'e ovory time tho old story ove: ngmn of
the frogs who sad *o the hoys, * ‘fhat may
e fun to you, but it's death to us.’

But T've known something worse to come
of ihrowing stones than all this. A bright.
eyed litllo boy was playing on the sidewnlk
ono day; o larger boy wanted rne of his
playthings, and was refused. Quick as &
flash light eamo the thonaht, “ T’} puy you
for that! " and o stone flying from ti.~largo
boy's hand struck the little follow brtween
the shoulders. If the boy who threw that
stono could lhieve seen ono of the Lonrs of
aufforing that foliowed that cruei, rovenge-
ful act, I arn sure he would nover bo very
happy again. It was not only ono hour of
sufforing, but four long years, and then
Adeath,—S. S. Advocate.

The Shepherd Boy.

One benautifu! spring moi aing & merry-
henrted shepherd boy wns watching his
flook in a bloomingvailey DLe!ween woody
monntaing, and was singing and dancing
about for joy. Tho prince of tho land was
hunting in that neighborhood, and seeing
him called him nearer, and said, “W}mt
mnkc»'t you s0 vory happy, my dear little
one ?'

The boy did not kuow tho prince.and ro-
plied, “Why shounldn’t Ibe happy ? Our
most gragious soverocign is not richer than
fam!” .

“ow 802" asked the privce; “let me
hear about your riches*"’

“The sun in tho clear blue sky shinss as
brightly for mo as for the prince,” said the
youth ; “and mouvntain and valloy grow
green, and bloom as sweatly, for o as for
him. I would not part with my twohands
for all the money, nor sell My two cyes for
all the jewels in tho royal treasury. Be.
sives, I have everythinyg I renlly need. I
havo enough to eat every day, and good
warm clothes to wear, and got motey
enough every year for ruy labor and pains
tc meet all my wants, Can yeu say the
prince really has more 2"

Tho kind prince smiled, made himaelf
known and said, “You are right, my good
boy. Keep fast Lold of your choorful
sparit.”

Contontment makes one happy and rich
as tho grouiost king.—Christiun Weckly

Conxtent Boys.

The most constant bey in the Sabbath-
school is always the best boy. Ho is sure
to be the most intercsted in the lesaon;
first, becavse eaclt losson lelps him to
underatand the one whion comes next ; and,
instead of taking here and there a lesson,
he has the grand traths of the Bible un-
folded to him every week. The constant
boy is sure to he the most loved and respec-
ted. The teacher can’t help regarding him
with pecalinr love and cate. He watches
for tha. “acn it fills his thoughts through
the week; it inspires his every prayer.
Constaney implios the ravest virtuo. God
maokes it & tost of saving love :  “ He that
endureth to the end shall be saved.”

“ Now, my dear boys, one aund sll, try
this rare way of livine. Stand out bravely ;
and whatever alse may be true of you, how-,
sver poor, however rich, however gitied,
howover lacking, this txait of nonstancy to
dutryg. throuph love to God and his service,
shall raise you above all earthly eircum-
stances to the aece tanceand love of GodJ" |
~~0ld School Prccgylerian. ’ '
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Bird Houses.

Foys, if you waut open-air concerts this
.sumumer, aud upon your own grounds, now

sud set up their: honsekeoping. on your ..

xa"rem.i:u..’hut bo size t phm cut o
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s the time to begin to prepare for, them .~
With neslittle berd-houses here aud therm:ns .
you ¢an coax many a-pair of hinds to coroe, ..,
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