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FIRST PRINCIPLES.

"Like priest lik e people" is an adage- of old
standing. ' The sqer wt forth to s'oN" said
Jesus. ' Sone secdf ell on thôrny ground, some'
on stony ground, some on the way side4 and
others: on0goo'd' grounif. The resuit varied.
The seed %va,'s thit samq but the soil ias eot.
Thie - ai i ur. de ides tÉe hearers mbt four
classes. ' This division will ansiver now as wvel

as then. The honest hearer is the one wvho is
the moùt hIkely"tu h bene, fitted by the"preüeh-
ingt of thegospel.,. .1 pr9per .understçauding of
this parabl wvili. aszÀýt in &ýatttring tht; coluds
fruru the mntalihu zon of.those wh u havtc Leeax
trained in- the foggy and. mjb.tizalz :ystems of the,

day. The worst description of soil, or that
wbicb wouldl be xost.unELkely to producu zt crop,
wvould be thewysdç1 pt or rond. Find a
mas Who lins a beart whli las becs a thorougli-
fare for sin-_had- -as a stone road, anqd.if a,
miracle, (an opera4qtý f the-bb spirit spart anud
distinct froxu the, icrd, ?e miraculous influence
be,.nqeosary.anýnuy casc.ofçonvcrsion,.surely it
ivtrnld be .cusryi.îs But -the Saviour

tondies us that the word cas iind a place in oves
tint hbeart. Tic thing is so "plain that it cannot
be obscured unluss by a dishost effort at
inturpWettion. The Saviour teaches us tint
Satan tàkes the seed out of the heart. Thon it
mnust bave bes in the heart. But what is bhe
àlject of the devii in tuking the scod ont of the
huart ? To pruvent his being savud. By taing
the word out of the heart lie prevents tlie man's
believing-, and ini doing so lie prevents his bein-
saved. So faith cornes by hear*ng the word of
God. Now is sot this plain ? First, tho seed is
soivu or the wprd is preadied-then faith-
then salvation. Let the wor<Z of aod slip out.
of the huart-no fait4- zo salvation. it is not
said that Satau bries. to,;preyent some mirnoulous
influence opéýqimng upon bhc heart;, no, ho
simply bakes tlýe wbrd out. of the heart! O. 0
reador, bu careful how youi hear the wvord of God 1

But ivu lears froxu tliis parable (Sth of Luke,
that mucli depend.s upon what is .sqwn.Lo
ose mas sow tho doctrines' of the church of
.Romie, .Another thoso of Ulnîvorsalisnx. An-
other thosu of Mormnism. Another thoseof
Spiritualissi, and. another the pureiword of God.
WilI. the resuits be the saùie? Qtlier things
being equal the crop will bu according bu iviat
is sown. MA wellanight you expect eb crop oC-pure
wlieat from, a piece Of ground upos, which bùrst
wild mustardthiistlo and other, noxious.weeds wýith
a littie -wheatj. had bes scatredbroad cast, as
boeet sirnply christians, as a resuit of toadhing
the tiradtionsof mn. We say again, 94like
priest ]ikepeopl." The tauglit iili, bld sind-
lar vïews:to those oftheo teacher. Rýeaderhave
you heaid, bhc word of God? 0, thun. breasure
it up in your'hear. -Lot it sot slip therefrosi.
Recoive nothing else as a substibute for it. Ru.
momber it is uable to make tbee wiso unto sal-
vation."1 It'ciÉiing and powerful." Buy the
truth' and sell itrot.3
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