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MID-WINTER EVENINGS AT HOME,
Continued from last weck.

If she carves deftly with her kuife while
sho is still & young girvl, and her museles
are yet soft and unsteady, she may count
upon a cortain mweans of livelihood when
her hand seeures the forces that belong to
matarity, and her taste is cultured by ob-
servation and comparison. The boy may
possess a latent and unsuspected talent for
art and architecture, which if it exigts will
be sure to be found out and developed by
theso amusements.

Energies that are vaguely directed, or
perhaps not directed at all, aro likely to be
neutralized if'not destroyed by mischiev-
ous powers in the human mind. Some-
thing definite and pleasant to- do in the
Winter cvenings most likely requires,
thought and weariness on the part of the

TORONTO GRAPHIC.

ten where a man or boy gots n cheap ma-
chine and it will not work, it is thrown
aside and frot sawing is said to be a frand.
Frot gawing is a fino art and ought to be
encouraged ; as it iy, a great many havo
been astonished by what has been done
twith it, and it is not near perfection in this
country yet. Sorrcento, Italy, wax the
placo where tho work was first sturted,
there the people havoe great tasto forit and
make a goad living out of' it.  The desigus
thoy used were anything but good, too
much work upon them for to look nico;
but in this country we have some fine pro-
ductions of artists for the work, uny one
who has seen the foreign designs will
agree with this. The Amoericans claim
that the finest machine was one of their
inventions, but when they made this as.
sertion the * Dirigo™ was not in use, only
by a Canadian who built one for himself
10 years ago.  Now no other machine ean
be sold beside it; for a first-class muchine
it stands without a peor.  Itom the one
design or pattern made of the Dirigo there

mother, but its most difficult details are: have been sold from Toronto nearly 1000

infinitely less exhaustive than fo look upon
a child’s too early longing for -excitements
that can only be found outside ofthe houxe-
hold.

To sce distontent aud restlessness early Liest started in

filling the Lrains and hearts of immature

machines. The Industrial Exhibition gave
it 2 Lig push, for nearly every person who
visited the fair bought articles cut from
these machines. When the business was
Toronto most  people
{ though it would dic out in 2 year or so,
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people is the most dangerous symptom of | but it is a mistake, there being more de

futuve worthlessness, and all this a mother
cm cure if she will only substitute in
time a pleasant preoccupation for the
roaming ad naturally  unsatisfed and
spreading thoughts of the small people.

Occupation, if competitive and aimed at
superior results, is quite as delightful to a
trained and intelligent child, as the pleas-
antest of useless amusement.

FRET-WORK.

The fret or jig saw is no new invention;
it i3 as well known as any cabinet-maler’s
tool. Formerly wo only saw firet work on
a music rest of & piano, and now and then
on a sereen 3 now, there is not a man or a
boy, who, if he does not own & saw or
knife, kmows very well what it is and what.
itis for. The first thing of the kind in-
troduced into Cunada was the bow saw, of
which a large quantity were sold. ‘Then
ame the machine, and when the Fleetwood
came into use every one thought it was
perfection, but it has been improved upon
and now it is hard to find a Flectwood any-
where.  There huve been many cheap ma-
chines made by our American neighbors,

i mand for machines, wood, cte., than ever,
iand the day is not far distant when the
Scroll Saw will be as necessary in every
house as a Sewing Machine.  To give an
idea of the amount of work done in On-
tario, last winter one firm in New York

Tolly, beside other faney woods; of saw
blades there must be sold together by
dealers and hardware men upwards of 50,-
000 gross per month. From returns at
the United States customs, there was over
529,000 blades passed the difierents ports
cach month.  Of course the worlk has been
very popular over there, bue we are just &s
smart people as our cousing, and we ought
to go in for the art asthero is no telling
what ean be done in it.  For instance all
inlaid work that is used here comes from
the States; now there is nothing difficult
about inlaying; it has been explained very
often in the dmatenr. It can be made here
by those having a taste fer the finer work
of the saw.  As we have said before, the
blades are all imported, being made by
Swissworknmen; each tooth is filed out by

or $1.25 per gross.

but none of these last long because they
aratoo cheap. The best muchine in the:

mend a cheap machine, a hand saw is bet-

i
ter, but to work with it is slow and labor-

longyun is & good-one. Ninetimes out of | ious, a3 compared to 2 faot power ma.
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shipped to a Toronto Ilonso, 235.000{t. of

hand, yet they are sold for 15¢. per dozen,’
Wo never recom-:

chine,  Inlaying ean not be done with the
hand gaw to any oxtent, as you reguirve to

lieop tho lines and rweeps very correct or
it shows up bad when finiched; in fret

work it does not matter so much as the
Fspace is left open, but wo would advise the
hand saw in preforenco to the cheap ma-
chine. With a bow saw you can show
more ability of what you can do, bhecanso
it is then the workman rather than the
tool.  Hand saws cost about 81 to $1.25,
with designs, blades,ete., all ready tostart

Amatenr work rhould be contined to woml
“of 1-16 to 3-8, boyond this thickness it is
vonly fit for cabinet mitkers.  Boys or be-
ginners should start with a bracket off
leaves or serolls; always avoid straight
lines to start with as they are moro diili-
cult. Amongdesigns thatean now be bought
for scroll sawing and inlaying are buxes
sereens, tuble-tops,book-racks, ensels, wall-
pockets, clocks, photo frames, pen racks,
thermometer stands, vases, eard receivers,
cwateh rasts, paper knives, mateh boxes,
Pand in fact every thing one could think
of.  The saw can only cut a vertical line,
and always through the wood, just as a
sewing machine can only make one stitch
and alway~ through the cloth. This scems
i 1 very restricted capacity, but ingenuity
1 soon discovered how to make it answer for
all worl, except button holes, and ingenu-
ity will probably in like manner enlarge
the application of the saw to purpnses of
ornament. ‘This is, however, limited to
cutting on the paratlel sides with straight
cdges.  The exceution of fine work rests
entirely with the operator. It is not a
carving tool, it cannot paint pictures, but
it can eut out a sithoutte very natural.
You could get o shetch of any person and
if it is 2 good resemblance of them, when
cut the representation i< perfect—you can
almost saw the expression.  Anothor idea
that the saw cn be used foris that of over
laying. This simply consirts of cutting
out the design of Vencer or 1-16 stuff,
glueing the figure to the thicker wood;
‘hoe colors of course must contrasi,
Over-laying may ho used for {he ornamen-
tation of pancls, ete., but do not do thix if
the work is going before a eritic, because an
art eritic hates anything that is not solid
work. But when you can get in a shaving
or rather see in a shaving all that you
would have in the solid work, here is no
fraud because yofi know it is vencer, and
! whete is the necessity of solid wound when
the veneer Jooks as well and it is just as
strong when finished, J€ would he very
well if we sould have everything sulid. but
{2 great many thingsare just as well to he
good on the top and backed up by some-
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‘5 thing strong behind.




