
AMINYOTr: WATER GOiDITIO.N\S IN TORONTO-A ]?LEA FOR FILTRATION. 771

New York Iast wveck \\,as advised unrcscr-vcdly 1», the commission

of experts appointed to report on means to reduce their deathi rate fromi

typhoid, and Lo increase tlicir nearly alrcady insufficient supply, to lilter

ail their xvater, wvlien the additional supply %vas gtfrom the Cittskills.

At the iast meetingz of the American XV,ýater \'Vorks Engineers, hield

in Boston, it xvas practically the unanimous opinion that thc natural waters

of this country and the United States were not hiygienicailly safee w'ithout

efficient filtration because of extensive pollution froin clos-encss of popu-

lation. Lt wvas also their opinion Ihat ho\\evcr ectesively in practice

the 'sewage of largc comnîunitics wvas treated by the sewTagc disposai
mnetliods now in vogue, it wvas cheaper and more uniformly safe to filter

the wvater used for drinkcing purposes, if the effluents frorn these disposai

works xvere discharged into the water source. In the thickly pol)ulateci

districts it is next to impossible to protect wvater sources from pollution.

By proper filtration even badly polluted waters can be miade as pure as
sucli tinquestionable ones as those derived from the snouw caps of the
miountains or fromi artesianii w~ells bor-edý into proper soul.

The disposai of Toronto's sewvage by thie construction of a trunk
sewer, of a large receiving tank, a punip, and 300 acres of sand filer beds
near Danforth road, at the east of thc city, hias been proposed as a mi-cthod
of protccting the ,vat-er supply. The cost of this would run into the
mnillions. The maintenance and managemient xvotld 1e high. The resuits
wilould bc perfect in uniformi weather. During extended rainy weather
the trcatnient end of the plant would be practically p..it out of commission.
The s. wage then would nccessarily be dischargcd untreated into the lake
at great riskc to the water supply. Again in practice it w'vould be round that
sections ol the city would not be connected with the system, notably the
Island. Thc shipping also would not bc lookced after, and this is not a

viioar dngreither. Miýlanyý or the outbreaks of typhioid in the nortlh
of the Province have originateci from thie seacof boats carrying typhoid
feýver sufferers i nfecti ng> wvater supplies. This liappcned un doubtedly
once at Byng Inlet. In the sumimer monthis thousands dailv, mlany of
them convaplescent cases, corne iii and out of the hiarbor.

If filtration of Toronto's 'vater ,vas adoptcd. we w'votid bc su.re of ils
uniif6rmi purity. Mucli siniplified and chieaper miethods for the remioval
of tlîe gross stisýpended miatter in the sewagc could be introduced. A
series of catch basins «and scptic tanks, requiring almnost niothing for
maintenance, wvould remnove the 200 tons of organic -and inorg-anic solids
niow clailv rea ching and filin:g up the lxav, and cost vcry' little.

WCe could thenl foi- a- cost nîuchi less than by' the original plan, have
watcr filtration and a gooc iimethod of sewvagc disposaI that would mecet
ail our requirernents fromn a hg%,ienic, a commiercial, and an zesthetic
standpoint.


