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REPORT ON OBSTETRICS.*

BY H. M. MACKAY, M.D., WOODSTOCK.

Obstetrics has, during the past year, engaged its
full quota of enthusiastic and active workers.
And while there has been no specially marked de-
Parture by way of new discovery, a great deal of
Sarnest and thorough work, in investigating and
diSOussing the old landmarks, has taken place.

The subjects receiving the greatest prominence
Vere the various operations in the abdominal
‘avity, for diseased ovaries, Fallopian tubes, pelvic
“bSCeSs, extra-uterine pregnancy, Casarean section,
h)fsf»el‘ectomy, and Alexander’s operation. Albu-
Winurja of pregnancy, placenta previa, and puer-
Peral fever have also claimed their share of
attention,

To open the abdominal cavity is now considered
% trivial and easy an operation, that the surgeon
w.ho 18 not able to report a series of such cases in

8 Ppractice, is in danger of being rated as very
“‘mmonplace. The particular organ upon which
the greatest amount of tender solicitude has been
®Xpended, of late, is the ovary, which is either an
oft~Oﬂ'ending or a much-maligned member of the
€male anatomy, and occupies ut present a some-

* What precarious place.  With the tendency to so

uently, associate the ovaries as a chief factoral
331186 in 0 many female ‘diseases, there is, un-
noﬂbtedly, danger that they may, at times, be
OWarrantably sacrificed ; and it is scarcely to be
'w°1}dGMd at if we now and again meet with protests
A8ainst a too great readiness, verging on. reckless-
Sibil; perf?rming capital operations on the pos-
M1ty of relieving diseases not necessarily fatal
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in themselves.” And it is quite possible that, oc-
casionally, cases supposed to have been improved
by the removal of an ovary or ovaries, have deriv-
ed from the operation but the benefit of reflex
sympathy, that might have been equally marked
had a finger or an ear been removed instead.
Nevertheless, there is no doubt but dophorectomy
is now established, as an important and successful
advance, in obstetric surgery; and though not
originating during the past. year, it has been on
trial, and its claims vindicated as the best, and in-
deed the only, recourse in many cases where other
treatment holds out not even a ray of hope to the
patient. The same remarks apply to the removal
of the Fallopian tubes.

Ovariotomy, as an operation, has reached such
perfection, as scarcely to admit of further improve-
ment.

Ceesarean Section, until recently regarded as a
desperate alternative, is now, in view of the con-
fidence with which laparotomy is undertaken, con-
sidered an ordinary operation, and recommended
to take the place of craniotomy. This is approved
of by many authorities. In Crede’s clinic, three
women are reported as having heen subjected to
that ordeal, when the indication was merely rela~
tive, and delivery would have been easy with crani-
otomy.

Extra-uterine pregnancy has come in for a good
share of attention, and the following opinions have
been emphasized : That the disease is not so rare,
nor necessarily so fatal, as is generally supposed ;
that the diagnosis is at times most difficult, as
shown by failure at the hands of the some of the
most experienced diagnosticians ; that early diag-
nosis is most important. In differential diagnosis
the most reliable signs are the absence of the pla-
cental souffle and uterine contractions—both well-
marked symptoms in uterine gestation.  The
treatment most in favor is to destroy the foetus
early, by electricity or puncture, and then leave
the case to nature, loug enough for placental
vessels to atrophy, before resorting to further oper-
ative procedure, when laparotomy is recommended.

Alexander’s operation, for misplacements of the
uterus, has been tested and its merits discussed at
the obstetric and gynecological societies. From
these the inference is that the operation has not
yet met with a favorable reception.

Albuminuria of pregnancy: The consensus of




