478

‘THE BRITISH AMERICAN

moveable in every direction ; the :in:
teguments are not at all adherent to its
capsule; and the consistence of the
tumour is that of scirrhus, as‘it is im-
possible to make any impression upon

it by firm pressure, from jts firm and’

hard character, and scarcely any ‘pain
is induced. The glands on the oppoaite
side of the neck’ are not affected, nor are
‘the glands in any other part of the
body The sternum is curved forward,

and ‘the’ ¢hest anteriorly is promJuent
and rounded; in other words pigeon-

breasted, said to be produced here by |

the oceurrence of former fracture? The

_general health appe'u's «rood there is |

no percephb]e ]esmn of any mtemal
organ.’

,

"The child: had been seen and care- "
fully examined by my friend Dr. -

Wright; and 'we coincided in the opi-
nion; as to the propriety of removing the

tumour by the knife. The parents wonld’
not immediately consent 'to the” opera-

tion, preferring to get further advice as
to-the expediency of this treatment. :

-I will here remark, that an operation

was justifiable at this time, from the na-
ture and character of the tumour ;—its
- peculiarly fibrous hardness, which was

opposed to its :being .scrofulous j—its

great mobility and superficialisitnation

over the déep cervical fascia ;—its cir- -
cumference being well defined ;—none .
ofthe deeper structures of the-neck being -

either -adherent: to, or ‘engaged ' in ‘the
diseased. ~mass j— and: :the. patient’s

health!being good ‘without any internal -
comphcatmn, for.after.a careful "exami- .
nation .of :the thoracic and abdomunal

viscera; 10 lesion - :could .be detected.

iAt a later penod, however, one of the

abdominal viscéra became: engaged‘«no
doubt.owing to the contamination: of the

circulating-fluid by ‘the mahgnant dss—'f
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On'the 28th. Febmary T ag again saw
the little fellow, and found the tumour
very slightly increased in:size. : He
was suffering from- dlarrhcca, for which
I prescribed some powders. The pa-
rents had not Tnade up their minds as to
what they should do, as they said other
gentlemen whom they had seen had de-
clared an operation madmxsaxble.

On the 5th March . the tumour .ap-
peared to be still fartheri increasing, and
spreading in 'zdxrectxon dow nwards and
inwards.

On 15th May, ‘for the ﬁrst txme, he
began to comp]am of pain in the abdo- |
men, and on examiiation a hard body -
was felt, Toughened or tuberculated on
the surface, e\tendmrr from the superior
part of the left lumbar, . towards the mid--

-dle of the ambilical region, 'md which "
proved to be hvpertrophy of the ‘spleen.
‘The liver was of normal dxmensmns,

and ‘the- kidneys were healthy as the
arine presented nothing unusual. From
this' time to the. 28th June the tumour-
kept slowly increasing in’size ‘and ex-
tending in ‘a direction further upwards

‘and downwards,: becomm«r more adher=
ent near the angle of the jaw, and push— '

ing the head: towards the left side.” He
suffered'at times from qpasmodlc cough,

with‘occasional fits'of dyspncea, expec-
toration of frothy mucus, and a dislike"
to have any thing around his neck.’

He," however, ate’ well and slept com«
fortably. -

Durmg the months of July and-Au gust
nothing material was noticed in the'pro--
gress of the case, excepting vmble in-
crease in’the size ‘of the tumour, :md
further enlargement of the spleen. “He'
did "not suffer from’ any pain; but his
cou gh was , much'more: troublesome, Te-
quiring special'tieatment. . On'thé 2nd

,,__ ~

where he has shown the contammauon of the ;blood

s

September he complamed of pam in’ lus

in that disease, and has given a mxcroscnpxcal aua-

lysu of: the blood in ten cases.” - V'



