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DIPHI'HI-ERIA -LTS EARLY DIAGNOSIS,
S)LATION AND PROPHYLAXIS.

Now that the above disease is so prevalent in
our city, the present seems to be a 6itting time to
urge upon the Medical Healith l)epatrtncrt the
necessity of paying the strictest attention to the
subject. We are quite aware of the fact that the
law requires medical men to report cases uhich
come to their notice at once. The Medical
Health Officer, on being notified, inveates and
takes the ordinary precaution for the safety of the
public.

Whether the fault lies at the door of the De
partrent or not we cannot say, but we are con-
froned wiih the fact that most lamentable results
have followed because of the inefficieuncy of the
System now adopted for the prevention of this
dread disease. One will suffice to substantiate
our statement. A child who had been attending
Lansdowne school was allowed to be removed
fron the citv to a northern town. At what stage
we know not, but it was certainly before danger of
contagion was over, for now three deaths from tie
disease are recorded in one family and upwards of
forty cases reported in that vicinity, apparently all
traceable to the case referred to. That the

nuces'wary iolation was not carried out in that
Caie, is evident to al. The reason we do riot
know.

We admit that medical men and even medical
heahh o>fcers may find difficulty in making Z

poi1tive diagnosis early enough to prevent further
troublec, but the svstem now adopted by those in
Sre of the , public heahh in New York and Eng-

nlid ummnends itself to us as one calculated to
reducîe the danger to a minimum.

T'e attending physician at once notifies the
Heahh 1):partment of suspected cast:s. An
inspection is iade, the ofineer inoculating tubes
of blood serun which he carries with him. If
the ELbs-Lcef'r bacilli are present, tecolones
grow with such rapidity that they can he separated
fron other organisms. A simple microscopical
examination of the membrane helps materially in
th. early diignosis and takes but a short time.
It is not entirely to be relied upon, the streptococci
and difiococci ivhich may be present giving rise
to confusion. In from twelve to twenty hours cul-
tures can be made fromi the tubes and diagnosis
confirmed. All cases are then strictly isolated in a
hospital. The Local Government Board in Eng-
land are now taking the same precautions.

A bacteriological examination should be made
in all cases. A positive diagnosis arrived at early
would often affect treatnent as well as prophylaxis,


