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THE JOURNAL O EDUCATION.

THE INVOLUNTARY INFLULNCE OF THE TEACHER :
OVER HIS SCHOLARS.

URING a large proportion of his netive hows, the pupil is in
the presence of one whose social position, stremgth of charae- |
ter, superior abilities, and nomentary discipline, veader him
object of the utmost attention and intercst.  He cannot yaise his !
oye without observing b, and when his cye 1s not raiseal, he is, |
inveluntanly, p\)\vvrlulliy impressed by his presence and pervading
spirit.  Every act and habit of the instruetor is swelled into im- |
portance as associated with his position.  The tide of his emotions |
and thoughts and habits flows hack upon these expanding eapa- |
citices, filling themn, and leaving its deposits there, as the tide wave
of the ocean urges its way o all the bays und indentations o the
coast and leaves its marks upon the yiclding shores. There is g
ceuliar responsibility resting upon the teacher in thisvespect.  He
s assmned, in virtue of his oflice, the relation of parent to all his
school, during the hours they remain in his presence, and the |
parcuts have i right to claim at his hand an honest fultilnent of' all
the dutics of the relation, as far as it rests within his powers. Al
the wholesome, and courteons, and generous, and noble, and Chris.
tian impressions of” home, may be distorted or effaced by the inore
powerful and continually repeated mnpressions of the schioolroom
or the lack of thuse in the fanuhes of trlc ynoraut and vieiols may
be largely compensated by the more healthful atmosphere of the
child's "daily home for six howrs. A 1nost onerous and enacting
relation is this.  Its worldly rewards are small, yet its chaitms cane
not be avoided without fearful retributions.  The teacher receives
not the pecuniiry recurn of’ some forms of mechanienl Iabor. e
never could be paid, in money, for the severe sclf<liscipline, dafly
anxiety, and mental exrnestness, absolutely demanded in addition
to the heavy routine tasks in the school, and yet the conseientions
teacher can never eseape these cliims apon him.  Ihs rewarndsmust
be expected from the benedictions of lns own heart, and from the
decisions of a higher tribunal. “ Tt is worthy of special observation,”
says a late writer, © that those professions which are most intimately
concerned with the highest interests of the race are, more than
others, remote from the operations of ordinary worldly mstives, and, §
to a greater extent, left to the power of consientions aud rehggious |
cousiderations.  The man who has nothing to brinyg to the duties of
a teacher but so much work for 50 inuch pay, and who retives satis-
fied when the mechanical functions of his oflice are performed, may
be pronounced wholly unfit for the responsibilities of a profession
which acts upon mind.  He might become a respeetable artizan or
Iaborer, but not 2 teacherof youth. Heisnot fitto be trusted with
the culture of intellect.  He does not sympathize with its wants or
destinies.  \Whoever rightly comprehends these will sheink fvom
the, responsibility of the teacher’s profession, or he will Libor to
satisfy tiwm with all the solicitude that a sense of personal and re-
ligious obligation can inspive. e will habituate himself to reflect
that he is empreed in making impressions that must remuin inefiace-
able—that he s giving to mind such developments and tendencies
as it shall bear with 1t thhough eternity—that no other man can
correct Ais mistakes, or supply his deficiencies, or atone for his
faults, What he does must remain forever essentially unchanged ;
what he nuglects to do will remain undone.”

‘The general temper and spirit of the master becomes the prevail-
ing spint of the school.  An observer cannot but be struck swith the
marked difference exhibited in different schools, giving a distinet
and easily recognized character to each.  Ofthe celebrated Rugby
Schoolin England, one of its pupils remarked : * Whatever peculi-
arity of character was impressed on the scholurs whom it sent forth
was derived, not from the genius of the place, but from the master.
Throughout, whether in the school itself or in its after effects, the
one image that we have before us is not Rugby but Aruold” If
the master s easy and nerveless in his habit, the school will be dull
and indolent 3 if he is cool and phleginatic, the atmosphere of the
school will be frigid and cheerless 5 if he is wann aund affectionate,
it will be genial and wholesome; if’ the master is of a bustling and
noisy temper, whatever may be the discipline of the scheal, the
pupils will be infecten by it, and exhibit its effects out of door,
even if it is repressed within theschool walls.  If there is a rough-
ness and want of refinement in the teacher’s address, all his awk-
ward and ungraceful phrases and manners, greatly exagaerated,
will reappear in the conversation and intercourse of the scholars.
The example of the teacher will be a thousand-fold more potent
than his preeepts.  He may attempt to chasten the rudeness of his
pupils, and point out the importance and beauty of a refinement of |
manners, of a chaste and pure speech, of a gentlemanly and cour-
teous behavior; but if; in his personal manners, he lacks these
araces—if he spaaks roughly, and merely nods his recognition as
he meets his pupils, and 1 carcless of his movemenys when before |
them—the powerful undertow of his example will sweep away from
the memories of the children the unillustzated precepts of his fips.

How powerful and permanent will be these impressons, and what
an almost irresistible influcnce will they have over the lives of the
youth now sitting under their instructions ! By the character of his
discipline, thorough and rigid though it be, but conducted oa low,
cunning, and often mean principles, the teacher inay, unintentisnally
indeed, but none the less eftectually, blunt the moral sensiblitics,
and blight all noble, magnanitnons and generous impulses, uproot
virtuous and honest principles, and implant deception and treachery.
And the converse of this will be true, with the individual excep-

.

tions to b fuund in all «chouls of any number, not affecting the foree
uf the argument, bt Mustrating the pervenity of hwnan nature.
By anittive and cultivated nobleness of manner on the part of the
teacher, by continued appeals to such traits of’ charieter, and b
cunducting the daily diseipline upon the presumption manifest to all
the keen eyed aml quickly impressed yonths of the school, that they
are ingemttons and trathiul, these noble and ennobling virtues may
be developed into matarity aud into sclf<determining power. To
secare this result, says the biographer of the model teacher to whom
we have already alladed, * arose Mr. Arnold’s practice, in which his
own dulicacy of feeling and uprightnes of purpose powerfully assis-
tad hiw, of treating the buys as gentlemen and reasonable Leings, of
makitg them vespeet thenselves by the inere respect he showed to
them, ufshuwin‘-_; that he nppc:\lml and trusted to their own connnon
sense amd conserence,  Lying, for example, he nade a gveat moral
uftunee, plading implicit confidence ina boy's assertion, and then, i
« filsehiood swus discovered, punishing it severely. e neverseeued
tobe outhe wateh for boys, as it'distrusting them, but always checked
any attempt at finther proof of an assertion, ¢ If you eay so,” he
would say, * that is quite enough—af course I believe yonr word,’
and there grew up in consequence a general feeling that ¢it was
a shame to telt Arnold o lie—he always belioved one.””

A punishment way be so administered as to appear to the child to
Le the personal revenge of the teacher, for tho personzl jnsult ho
seans o have reecived from his misconduet. Itmay appear to be
the trinphant assertion of the master’s unlimited power, and of the
boy's utterdefenselessness, begetting within hima sentiment of anger
against the teacher, and of hatred towirds the school ; destroying
his selfirespect and quenching all ambition to finprove his nind anc
habits,  Or it may be s0 admiustered as to appear only the estab-
lished and necessary penafty of & wholesome requirement, upon
which he has made a volantary breach—a watter of no smult grict”
to the teacher, and awakening within his heart a pang of sorrow
vastly more acute than the physical pain experienced from the
pusishinent, and an inwinvd deternination neser to bring npos him-
sclf a shinilar condemnation.  The onc ismerely penal and painful,
the other is disciplinary and correetive.

The teachur’s heart should De the home of all nuble and generous
seuuiments, that they smay full spuntancously frowe his Nips, on WL
propec occasions. And these vreasions will nut be wanting.  In
the daily readings jn the historical and geographical recitations, in
allusions to current events, high, and noble, patriotie, and humane
opinions, falling from his mough, will become the seeds ot thought
and of future acts in the hearts and lives of the suseeptible listeners
hejore him.

There are some classes of scholars that will be wmore seriously
affected than others by the hearing of the teacher towards thew.  In
every school there will be found children of' & pecudiarly delicate
wensal and physical organization, seusitive to a weakness, lacking
confidence in themsclves, aud yet eamestly craving, and actually
requiring, for the full developinent of their eapabilities, the manifist
approbation of others.  These minds may be encouraged, strength-
ened, and odueated for high and important duties and oflices in
manly life, ur they may be crushed and blighted, and sent out into
the world with anuncorrected, morbid distrust of themselves, sus-
picious of their fellows, preying upon themselves, and eapericnuitg
aliving purgatory.  ‘Lhe teacher who canmot discernthese temperi-
ments has certainly not enough knowledge of hwman nature, oran
adequate measure of conon sense, to meet the requirements ot his
office.  Xemay not bear himself carclessly or roughly before these
minds; their very weakness, and delicacy, and promise, bescech-
ingly appeal to his manhood, and also to his responsibility to the
Giver of this peculiarly susceptible organism. The same discipline
that would be indispensable wehen applied to s phlegmatic boy would
be the ruin of these.  Ttisnot the yod on the back, or the blister on
the conscience, that they need, but the encouragement of a kindly
recognition aud appreciation of their endeavors, and a hopeful pro-
pheey of their future success.  Theveare yriefs in nschool-room as
rending in their agony to the heart-strings of the little sufferers as
the sorrows that ssail onr ;atarer lives.  The sensit've child start-
led from hisusual wits by the aasteritics of his teacher, inijrunder-
stood in his best endeavors, doubted in his honest asseverations, dis-
couraged by the most persistent prophecies of his utter failure as a
scholar, scalds his already burning face with as hot a tear as that
eye will ever shed again, and heaves his heart with as heavy o
throb, in its measure, as will ever stir his bosom.  Few sensitive
men look back to their school-hoy days without an involuntary
shudder at the recollectivn of some such scene as this.  Wemay not
despise or offend these shnnking little ones; they have a high mis-
sion upon the earth, and in the skies, if properly developed. = They
are Foltan harps, and from their delicate and silvery chords the
hand of God winxcmnﬂcr sweep wonderful harmonies.

Therc is another class situated at almost the op%);)siw {:olc from
these.  Its mewmbers are the dull and stupid pupilsof the school.
The slowness of their mental movements js distressing; all their ad-
vances are by short and painful steps.  Almost everything in their
case depends upor. the bearing and patience of the teacher towards
them. The Lright boys would advance almost without aid ; they
are the pride of the school-room ; they are continually commended.
But these dull boys labor harder than they; their struggles are
more incessant 3 it is their misfortnne, not their fault, that they are
so much in the rear of their bright competitors. Ilow much do
they need the most hopeful and kindly encouragements, and how



