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PRACTICAI. AND 1)IOPULAR 1'NlOMO.O(;Y.No. 27.
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Dy ALBERT r. WINN, IVESTMOUNT, QUE.
The nsôths forming this farnily are flot at ail common mn collections,are flot strikingly beautiful, and are flot particularly injurious to vegetation,but are so utterly unlike their relatives that a few general remarks niay beof intcrest. The Hepialidae are distributed throuugh all parts of the world,most of the North Ametican and Eturopean species being smai or medium

in size, expanding from a littie over an inch to about four inches, thecolours being moatly of varjous shades of brown5, grays, yellaw and white.In warmer lands, for example Australia and New Zealand, species arefound of lovely calours, very large expanse of wings and heavy bodies.l'le maie of ane of the cammanest Eturapean species, H humuli, is af ap.ure white colaur, and this, coupled with its odd habit cf hovering in largenumbers over thse meadawa, just at dusk, has caused it to be known as theGhost-moth, and the family are often spoken of by this rintme, though alsnknown as Swifta, an account of thse rapid flight of some of thse amallerspecies.
The scientific: fame ja derived front the Greek 7;ir,uÀoç, which meansa shivering fit, a nightmare, a fever sttended with violent bhivering. Thasewho have hunted for these moths wiil appreciate the aptness of thse name.
In North America there are a number cf species, and in everyProvince cf Canada ouue or more cf them is ta be found, but gond seriesof specimens are in few collections, not because the moths are really rarein nature, but because their habits and lite-histories are littie understood.Unfortunately, also, thse literature on thse subject is meagre, and the questionof which of the species on the liste are really distinct, and which arevarieties or synonyme, is a very puzzling one.

The best known apecies in the East is probably Harris's Silver-spatiedGhost.moth, H argentea.maeulatu, but as 1 amn marc familiar with thehabits of cur local species, H thâre, Strk., it wiII probahly be best taselect this. Thse Island of Montreal seems ta be the headquarters of thismuuth, though ita habitat extends ta Ottawa in a westerly direction, probablysort> as far as the base of the Laurentian Mountainîs, but lack ofentomologists ta thse east and sauth makes it, at present, impossible te]irait the range in these directions. It is very regslar in appearance,ian,, ,qf
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