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sons appowted for the new translation of the Bible; and he was
one of eight to whom the whole of the New Testament, except the
Epistles, was emrusted.  1In 1609, he was made Binhoﬁof Lich{eld
and Coveniry 3 next year, translated to the See of London ; aud
in little more than a month, he was elevated to the Archbishopric
of Canterbury. Two other sons of the poor clothworker were almost
equally fortunate in advaucement. J'he Archbishop’s elder brother
and schoolfellow, Robert, became Birhop of Salisbury ; and his
youngest brother, Maurice, was an eminent London merchant, one
of the first Directors of the East India_Company, Lord Mayor, nnd
representative of the City in Parliament. Archbishop Abbot
atiended King James in his last illness, and he crowned Charles 1,
« He founded a fair Hospital, well built, and liberally endowed,”
at Guildford, for 20 brethren aud sisters. He was also a munificent
benefactor to the pourof Guilford, Croydon, and Lambeth, The
humble cottage tenement in which he was bom exists to this day :
in 1692 it was a public-house, with the sign of the Three
Mariners.

LXIL,
SHAKSPEARE AT STRATFORD-ON-AVON.

In the county of Warwick, at Stratford-upon-Avon, is a free
mmar-school, founded by & native of the town, in the reign of
enry VL., and celebrated as the School of Shakspearc. linme-
diately over tre Guild Hall is the school-room, tow divided into two
chamgers, and having a low flat plaster ceiling in place of the
arched roof.  Mr, Knight thus argtes for the identity of the reom:

# The only qualifications necessary for the admission of a boy iuto the
YFree Geammar Scliool of Stratford were, that ho should be a resident in
the fown, of seven years of age, and able to rend. The Grammar School
was esgentinlly connected with the Corporation of Stratford; and it is
impossible to jmagine that, when the son of John Shakspeare became
qualified for admission to a school where the best education of the time
wa$ given, literally for nothing, his futher in that year being chief nlder-
man, should not Lave sent him to the school

Thither, it is held, Shakspeare, born at Stratford in 1564, went
about the year 1571, Mr. Xnight impressively continues:

¢ Aeguredly the worthy curate of the neighbouriog village of Ludding-
top, Thomas Hunt, who was algo the schoolmaster, would have received
his new scholar with some kiodness. As his ¢ ghiniug morning face' first
passed out of the main street into that old court through whick tho upper
room of learning was to be reached, a new life wwouly be opening upon
him. The humble minister of religion who wasg his first instructor, has
left no memorials of his talents or acquirements ; and in a few years an-
other master came after him, Thomas Jenkins, also unknown to fame,
All praise and honour be to them ; for it is impossible to imagine that
the teachers of William Shakspeare were evil insiractors, giving the boy
husks instead of wholesome aliment.”

At Stratford, then, at the Free Grammar School of his own town,
Mr. Knight assumes Shaksp.ate to have received in every just
sense of the word the education of a scholar. This, it is tiue, 15
described by Ben Jonson as % small Latin and legs Greek 3°> Fuller
states that « his learning was very little;? and Aubrey, that « he
understood Latin pretty well®* But the question s set at rest by
« the indisputable fact that the very eatliest wntings of Shakspeare
are imbued with a spirit of classical antiquity ; and that the allwise
nature of the leaming that manifests itself in them, whilst it ofters
the best proof of his familiarity with the ancient writers, is a
circumstance which _has misled “those who never attempted to dis-
pute the existetice of the leaming which was displayed in the direct
pedantry of his coute‘m})omnes.” So that, because Shakspeme
uses his knowledge skilfully, he is assumed not to have read !

To assume that William Shakspeare did not stay long enongh at
the Grammar School of Stratford to obtain a very fair proficiency in
Latin, with some knowledge of Greek, is to assume an absurdity
upon the face of circumstances, .

Of Shakspeare’s life, immediately after his quitting Stratford,
little is positively known. Collier concurs with Malone ¢ in think-
ing, that after Shakspeare quitted the Free School, he was employed
inthe office of an attorney. Proofs of something like a legal edu-
cation are to be found in ‘many of his plays, and it may safely be
agserted that they (Juw phrases) do not occur anything like so
frequently in the dramatic productions of any of his contempo-
raries.? (1),

(1) The name*‘ William Shakspere ’ occurs in n certificate of the names
and arnis of trained goldiers—traiued militia, we should vow call them —
in thé hundred of Barlichway, fn the county of Warwick-—under the
hand of 3ir Fulk Greville (“ Friend to Sir Philip Sydaey ), Sir Kdward
Greville, imd Thomias Srencer. Was our Willjam Shakspere a soldier ?

“ In these days, the education of the universitics commenced much
earlier than at present, Boys inteuded for tho learned professions, and
more especially for the chureh, communly went to Oxford and Cambridge
nt eleven or twelve years of nge, If they were not intended for those
professions, they probably remained nt the Ginmmar School till they
were thisteen or, fourteen 5 and then they were fitted for being appren-
ticed to tradesmen, or articled to attorneye, n numncrous auvd thriving
body in‘those days of cheap litigation. Many also went carly to the Inos
of Gourt, which were the universities of the law and whete there was real
study and disciplino in direct connexion with the several socleties."——
Knight's Life of Shakspeare.

(7o be contined.)
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POETRY.

The piece of poetry they learn by heart, having first made each
Piece the object of one or two reading lessons ; they then write down
rom memory, cither on theirslates or as an exercise on paper, about
one half of the short pieces at a time ; at first they will mn all the
lines together, perhaps, as in prose, or begin the lines with small
letters,—write 1 for the pronoun J, and so on; but in a very short
time they write them out most correctly, and this exercise is a very
useful one.
Again, (Lesson Book, No. 3, page 230.)

10N HUMAN FRAITLY,

Weak and irresolute is mav,
The purpose of to-duy,

Woven with pajug ity bis plan,
To-morrow rends Away.

The bow well bent; and smart the spring,
Yica seems ulready slain :

But passion rudely snaps the string,
And it revives again,

Weak and irresolute ; what parts of speech ? Adjectives. What
word do they qualify ? Man. What does the prefix ir mean ? Not.
Can you quote any other words with the same prefix meaning not ?
Trcegular, irreparable, ete. 13 ; what part of speech? An auxiliar
verb. In what way does it differ from have, as to the case which
comes after it 2 Ttalways takes the nominative case both before
and after it 5 it was I, it was he whom I saw;—have follows the
general rule.  ¥oren ; what part of speech? Past participle from
weave. Arethe past participle and the past tense of this verb the
same? No, Sir; wave, I wove, thou wavest, he wove, elc. What
are the warp and woof in weaving ? Thé tarp, the threads that run
the long way of the cloth 5 and the woof; the threads that run across;
the woof is thrown by the shuttie over and above each alternato
thread. Do you recollect any piece of poetry which you have learnt
in which Time is called the warp of “&o? es, Sir. Quote it.

Time i3 the warp of life :—ON ! tell
The young, the fair, the gay, to weave it well.

What is meant by Time being the warp of life ? Thé length of life.
What by weave it well ? Spend it well. W3tk pains, means what ?
With trouble. His plan ; his, what part of speech? A possessive
pronoun, referring to man; possessive case of ke ; the objective,

im. In the second verse rudely snaps ; what part of speech is
rudely 2 Aun adverb explaining the way in which the action of the
verb is perfoimed.  Slain, what patt of the verb?

The class will then sit down, and wrnite in their own words, the
snbstance of what the first two verses have conveyed to theirmninds,
or perhaps of one veise; afterwands get it by heart, and, as an

Why not?- Jonson was a soldier, and bad slain his man. Donne bhad
served in the Low Countries. \Why not Shakspere in arms ? At all
events, here js a field for inquiry and speculaticn. The date is September
23, 1605, the year of the Gunpowder Plote; and the lists were possibly
prepared throwgh instructions jssued by Cecil in contequence of seciet
information as to the workiog of the g)lot in Warwickshire—ibe yroposed
head-quarters of the insurrection.—State Papers, edited by Mary Anne
Everett Green.




