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instantly foilowed by reiterateti andi
long-continucd platudits; but these
were onîly a prelude to the appointed
rewartis, whicî, though of litdle valuie
in theniselves, were accountedti ei
higliest honour to which a ruortal
couiti aspire. These consisted. of
different wreatbis of wild olive, pie
parsley, or laurel, according to the
different places where the gaines were
celebrateti. Aftcr the jutiges lîad
passeti sentence, a public lieralti pro-
claiined the nanie of the victor: one
of the judges put the erowvn upon bis
head, and a brandi of palm into bis
rigit. band, whichli e earried ms a
token of victorious courage andi per-
severance. As lie nuiglit be victor
more than once lu the saine gaines,
and somietinies on tic saine day, lie
niighit also receive severai crowns and
palms.

Wlien the victor liat receiveti is
reward, a hcrald precetied by a trum-
pet, conducteti hlm tirougi the
stadiuni, an(l proclainieti alouti bis
name and country ; wbile thc de-
liglited multitudes, at tic sighit of hlm,
redonbled their acclamations and ap-
plauises.

The erown, in the Olympie games,
was of wvild olive; ini thîe Pythian, of*
laurel; in thc Istinian or Corinthian,
of pille tree; an(l in the Nenîean, of~
smaliage or parsicy. NowV, most of
these were evergreens; yet they
would soon grow dry, andi crumibie
into dust. Elsner produces many
passages, ilu wvhîch the contentiers in
these exorcises are rallieti by the
Grecian wits, on aceouint of Uhc cx-
traordinary pains tbey tool' or sucb
trifling rewartis; andi Plato lias a
celebrateti passage, wb0icli greatly re-
sembles that of the apostle, but by no
means equals it in force and beauty :
" Now they do it te obtain a corrup-
tible crown, but we an incorrulptible."*
The Christian is calleti to flgbt Uhc
gooti fight of faith, and to lay holti
of eternal life; anti to this he is more
powerfuily stimulated by considering

tlîat tic ancient athletoe took all their
care andi pains only for tic sake of
obtaining a garland of flowers, or a
wvreath of' laurel, wiicli quickly fades
andi perisbes, possesses i ttle intri usie
valule, anti only serves to nourish their
pi-ide anti vanity, without împarting
aîmy soliti ativantage to tienîselves or
others; but that whicli is plaeed la
the viewv of thc spiritual conibatants,
to nui mate their exertions, ami reward
their labours, is no lcss tian a crown
of glory whieli neyer decays ; a crown
of inifiniite %vorti anti duration; " lan
inheritance incorruptible, undefileti,
an)d that fîdei not away, reserved
in hecaven for theni." 1 Peter i. 4;
v. 4. ïMore tîman conqucrors tirougli

in that Iov'e( thein, and wasied
fî'on ticir sins iii bis oNvni blooti, they,
toi), carry paimis in Uxeir rigit hantis,
thte appropriate emblems of victory,
hardly contestc(l, anti fairly wvon.
"4After this 1 bebielti, anti, Io, a great
multitude, whiclî 1)o ian coulti num-
ber, or ail nations, anti kintiretis, and
people, anti tongues, stooti before the
thronie, and bef'ore tîme Lamnb, clothed.
witi whiite robes, anti palns ln their
liantils.' 11ev. vii. 9.

But tîme victory somnetinies remnai-
cd doubtful, lu consequence of' wiich
a number of conîpetitors appeared
before the jutiges, anti claimiet the
prize: anti soinctimes a combatant,
by disliot rable management, en-
ticavoureti to gain Uic victory. The
candidates, wlio were rejeeted on
such occasions by the jutige of tlîe
gaines, as not biaviing f'aitry nerited
tlie pr.zc, were calleti by thc Greeks
adol<imoi, or disapproveti, anti wlîieli
ive retier Ilcasýt away" lu Paul's tlrst
epistle te tie Corinthians, ciapter ix.
verse 27 ; IlBut 1 keep under iny
botiy, anti bring it into subjection,
lest tiat by any mneans, wlien 1 bave
preaclieti to otiers, 1 nîysclf sliould
be (adokimol) cast away," rejected
bY Uie .Jutige of ail the carth, and
disappointeti oî niy expeeteti croivn.
.- Paxton.
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