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T TTPHE CRIMINALL, A brightor por}';)a. i-;.wh‘\wni.n-% ‘upt;n_uia" a benofactorto his race,  OF ot the ng“(‘\-twdrcsé nren have beew, *

BY REV. CHAS. SPEAR, OF BOSTON.

« The criminal myat be condemned to lozo his
freednm, und 1o La separated from socisty, in or.
der to gul it ont of his puwer to injures and be
roptored, if’ possible, by means of a 1ational pune
ishment, to reflaction and to bevter purposes. Bu
goriety must, with tender ssmpnthy and muxgrnul
cate, follow aven its misted childeen,”

Beforo the Author of Christianity loft
our world, he enjoined and illustrated avery
human duty. Among the duties which he
recommended by his high example, was
sympathy for the criminal. Looking over
tho moral history of the world, since ho
closed his grent mission, we soon discover
that this class has been sadly noglected.
'I'ruo, it. different poriods, the watld has
givenbirth to & Howard and a Fry ; but,
alas! how small the number! The time
has now fully come, when this duty should
be more deeply impressed vpon the public
mind. ** Wo havo,” says an English wri-
ter, **workhouses for the poor, houses of
rofuge for the destitute, hospitals for the
sick, soup-kitchens for the hungry, clothing
societies for the naked. We have schools
for ignorant; societies for distributing
bibles ; associations for tho sailor, for the
soldier, for broken-down merchants and
tradesmen.  We have societies for the

. old, the young, the middle-aged; for pro-
viding Jor foundlings, and those born in
lawful wedlock. We have societies to
look after the interests of those who are
about to enter this world ; and societies
whose objectit is to insure a decent inter-
ment in go'ngout from it. There are but
few forms of human misery; — indced
gearcely one, of all the numerous ills’
from the cradle to the grave,

+ that flegh isheir to,'—

no single class of miserable or unfortunate
human beings,—that is not, in somo shape
of other, cared for by some one or other of
the associations so prevslent among the
Christian communities of these modern
* times. Ilow comes it about, that, with all
this extraordinary expendituro of time and
money, it has never yet come into the
mnd of what is called the ¢ religious world’
to make some efforts at reclaiming our
convicted criminals?”?

Such are the.impressive words of a for-
eign wsiter, w.« judgibg from bis lan-
guage, must bave elt deepiy the 1mpont-
ance of the subject. The criminal has
been too Jong neglected.  When his sen-
tence consigns him to the sufferings and
degradation of & prisun, all interest dies
away in thislast, cold inquiry, *Is he safe-
Iy lodged within those wails from which he
cannot escape %"
nnce answered, the multitude turn away ;
satisfied, if bolts, and bars, and chaws,
guard tho space hetween them ond their
brother., Henceforth ho is viewed ws a
ruined man; an oulcast from human so-
ciety and fuman compassion. Lew in-
quire whether he shall be-restored to his
family and tothe world, a penitent man ;o
whether he shall come forth frow bis den,
like some malignant fiend, to ravage and
destroy.  Muchof the apathy -of the past
hus drisen from ignorance. Since Howard
left the world, few have been found to
plunge into the loethesomeneas of dungeons
and to meke report of the sceref wicked-
ness of prisons ; -und the world-has been:
sa much gbisorbed in.amassing weahh, that
o timo has been. found to.ameliorate the
condition of the criminal.

'is question being,

world.  Piison Associsuons are being
formed. The press— that ** mighty en.
gine for good or evil~is now exorting an
immonse influence upon the great'heart of
the community. To further this end, wo
shall present some reasons why thero
should be a warmor, Christian sympathy
manifested for the prisoner.

The subject presents a variety of aspects.
We may contemplnto the criminal, 1. On
trinl. 2. Whilo suffering his sentence.
3. When discharged. Inthe fitst two in.
stances, he is more beyond our reach than
in the last. Which is the most painful
state, we cannot determine. When the
hour of trial arrives, the mind must be
keenly alive to tho result.  Friends dre
cagesly sought; facts aro magnificd ;
overy influence is soughtto sway the jury
or the judge. The whole life is laid open
topublic gaze. When the trial ends, apd
sentence is passed, then for a-season, hopo
gives place to despair. The intercourso
of friehds js withdrawn. ‘The prisoner is
convayed to his cell, and the door is closed.
Now he feels that he is a convict. 1f his

busy, free, and, to him, happy world. Ile
thinks of his wifo and children.

of his childven w

to him of a Saviour’s love; tolead him
the Sinner’s Friend. * Ah!” said a crim-
inal to an inspector, “it seems to me there
never was but one judge on carth who un-
dorstood the right treatment of criminals:?
‘The inspector looked at him with astonish-
ment. “It was the man of Calvary,”
unswered the prisoner, as his eyes filled
with tears. The melting moral of Christ,
“ (o, and sin no nore,” had sunk deep
into the heart of the poor, condemned
culprit,

As the term of sentence shortens, hope
and fear alternately take possession of the
mind ; hope, that society may again look
kindly; fear, that the slow-mov.ng finger
of scorn will be pointed at hun, and that he
will hear a veice everywhere saying, « He
is an old convict; he is a prison-bird.”
llow cruel' Who wonders that he per
petrates = fresh crime, and is recommitted
to his narrew cell?  The only wonder is,
that there are not a thousand outbreaks o
one.

That our sympathy may bearoused and
quickened, it may be welltostate the num-
ber annually imprisoned in the United
States,and the number annually discharged:
The whole number now confined in thé
various stale prisons is about flve thous-

and ; about tw.. thousand are annually dis-
%chnrgcd. Eastending our view, we learn
" that thero no fess than eight hurndred dis-
1 charged from the Iouse of Corsection at
! South Boston, in a single year.  About five
hundred need assistance, or a {emporary
home, that employment may be procurcd
for them; and thus bo saved from are;
lapse into crime. Lo meet this want, the
benevolonce of vurday bhay suggested va-
‘rious plans.  Among the-most successful
ts that of an InTeuucesce Oprice for
discbarged convicts in Boston ; connecting
-with it a weekly periodical, bearing the up-
propriate title of Prisoner’s Tricnd. He

{ who shall Jabor inthis department will bé

moral movements that eharaclorize our day,
this stonds in tho front vank. What can
bo more noble than to furnish Yo the de-
groded and the fallen new incentives to
truth and virtuo? ' We believe some one
has said, that he who makes two blades of
grass grow where only one grow before,
fias done moro than all the statesmon and
politicians that over existed. With how
wuch greater proprirty might this bo said
of him who redeems o human being,—
to borrow tho languago of Professor Up-
ham,—¢ by planting the isceds of know-
ledge and virtue, which shall aflerwards
spring up and incorporate the strength of
their branches, and the beauty of their
flower and foliage, in the mature life and
action of theman! IJow much greatoris
it to subdue man, than the carth on which
he treads! IHow noble the conquests
which arc obtained over the human soul!
How wuch superior to-all the victories of &
Napoleon aran Alexander! What aze all
the mighty discoveries of our day, in the
physical world, compared to those in the

cell has a window, le looks out upon the‘

She s Sages by the hghtning onthe other,~—com:
now the wifeofaconvict. The pyaymm'z,s pared 1o the great worlk of leadinga human
ill say, “ Your father is being back toviitue? Welivoin a won
in the State Psison.” Ho fecls abandoned | dorful age. Discoverios in hoaven and

by the world. Now is the moment to speak | ¢Arth throng upon us, till we aro over-
' vhelmed with astonishment. Now a new
( planet appears$  Now some new develop-

moral world ! What are our railroads and
vur telegraphs, — where wo travel thirty
miles the hour on the ong, and send mes-

ment in machinery.! Now some hidden
power in nature! Still science stretches
lher wings. How immonse the physical
universe !  How much greater the moral
universe! ‘The mind can seom f{o set
boundsto the one. Who can bound the
ather? And, asages roll on, new discov-
eries will be made in moral science, tiil
that great day shall finally be ushered in
when the last soul shall bo.redeemed; and
a voice be heard, as in the beginning, ¢ And
‘God saw every thing that- he had made, and
-behold it was very good.?”

“The antiquary;” says William I,
Channing, * expends o {ortune to disinter
from the ruins of ages the relics of art:
somo hand or limb of a statue ; some urn
or vase ; some eoin or medal , and pnzes
it as of inestimable value. Unspeakably
higher is the skill which can set free from
the rubbish of evil habit and association

goodness.”

Let us pause o moment, and confemplate
the scene before us.  We haye said there
are »bout five thousand human belugs in.
carcerated ‘within the wolls of our state
prisons. Much larger numbers are in
-juils, and other -places. of cornfinement.—
Many of them for the first offence ;, many
without parents; many -with families;
many who once occupicd honorable sta-
tions; many utterly ignorantof the very
laws by which they were condemned ;
many whose very organjzation predisposed
them to crime ; many victims .of intem-
perance ; many who never onjoyed paren-
tal instruction ; and, perhaps, many who
never commiticd the crimes of which they
are-charged. In fine, who can tell the va.
rious influences that lond to the cominis-
sion of crime? Who con say that, under
similar circumstances, ho would not have
‘been guilty of the .same pffence as his

the buried, but not lifeless, energies .of}

snid the oxcelley
Warden of our Stato Privon, ¢ I, (oo,«mig‘
have Lecomo equally gwmity”?  Porhey
poverty drew them snto crme j porsho;:
t o fa lure or oppression of some mo:chay
or tiadesman involved them,  Dut timg
would fal to enumorate the various caus

of crme.  Dovs not society matko its ow}
crminals?  “1 thnk pirates should &
sxecuted,” said a sca-captnn to v o writ%
“Who made the pirates 1" we carnestiy
asked.  Rociety ofien makes the criminn&L
then Yuilds the cold, dreary coll for hi‘ﬁ
confincment, or the gibbet for his execyd
tion. Society hes, indeed, o long accoun

to seule with its members. What g s

picture might be drawn -here ! Oh that
some master-spirit. would draw it 1o th
life ! Man, for nges, hasbeen consideres
ns a mero appendngo to the states A jyred
truth is yet to botaupht,  Man is not madi
for the state, but the state for man.  Manj
s above and beforo all human institwtions
They did not make him ; he madoe them.p
How few statesmen have dared to utter iiny
great fact!  Of thoso who bave, how man)
havo fallen martyrs! And the most mel23
ancholy part of their history is, that theg

class for whom they labored! Alas! the
frailty of human nature!

every true reformershows, that'no depend- §

cmpty as the bubbles.
nection between trath and the cross !

us refruce our steps.

eriminy's,
why o deeper interest should be felt in their
behulfl .

I. Few persons are disposed to plead
for the-prisoner.  *1 amaware,” said the
chaplain of a penitentiary, *‘that every

morat desert they-can see no verdant spot.
Other wastes may be made-to bud, and
blossoin, and bear fruit ; buty within .the

o atlract the oye of fuith, to enkindle the
dawning of hope, orcall forth the aspira-

“heartily into this great work aro soon de-
“nominated *fanatics,” **spurious philan-
throphists,” “ humanity-mongers,” &z¢i—
‘But lot the world'deride and persccute.~—

the truthiulness of e-cause? What phil-
anthropist, thaf was truo-to human'ty, ever
‘lived without persecution-and reproach ?
‘Ha livesand has his.being amid scorn and
suffering. His very missionis to stand
-amid-(he stprm, and say to to contending
waves, *Peace! be still.” And, es he
moves on in his ublime cavcor, he will
-hear a voice saying, “ Be-of good cheer;
1 have avercome the-world,” Ie will be
‘roproached, derided, perhaps nailed to the
crgss. But his Master suffered all this he-
fore. ¢If thoy call the master of the
house Beclzebub, how much more shall
they call they of his-houschold 3 He
must be resigned to all this, and calwly’

brother-man 2  Had T bocn situated ds

mact his fate, We edmire.the .remark of

o

faggot has often-been lighted by the very|$

n How evancs- 3
coiit is all human applause! To.day, » J8
king ; to-morrow, a malefactor! To-day,
the shouts of the multitude ; to-morrow, §
the repronches of the world! The life of §

ence can be placed upon popular favor.
It is fickle os the wind, evanescent as the §
pusing cloud, fading as the rose, and §
Ifow clo-e the con-

But we are entering a wido field.  Let §
We have spoken of §
the causes of crime, and the number df §
Let us mow logk ut the reasons §

;

thing which rclates to prisons and their B
guilty inmates is, to multitutos, revolting ; §
in.them such themes create no interest,—
they awaken no sympathy. On all this i

B

e

preciats of a prison-housc, nothing is found-

tions of the spint” Those whe enter ¥ -

What stronger evidéncé can be given of




