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bodly and soul by the pier of the dcvii, iwhosc ilnagc is their national
einblem, whlose trail is over ail their land. Ilence, toc, the leaders of the
people, the Iiterary aristocracy, were led te profess a soulless crecd, of
wvhicli the prescrit issue, bas beeni iwll descrilbcd by aut erninent autliority*
as " matriauisnm put in actioni."'

The study of the relilouis history of China, thix, lias a living interest
very different froin that, of the discussion, now -nccessarily acadenic, of the
rcligions and philosoplhies of Greece or Ruine. W\hile these long since dis-
appearedi as inuldiugýt forces from the lires of nmen in general, the native
creed ùf China, nt leuit as ancent in its origiîî, liegun tu settie inte its
î>reseîrt form rmu. e than two thousand fire hiundred years ago, and to-day
-dereid of puwver of life thougli it lias becorin-is stili rererentiallsr re-
garded l'y inorc thaii a quarter off tire human race.

-î colprsn at arî lcghcwe estern pre-Christian philoso-
phiies and those of Chiina wuvuld bco utside the scope of au article in a mis-
sionarv journal, even -%vere spaco arnilable. Sucli a coniparisou would

shwiowever, that, at the very tiine wlien, in Persia, Greec, and else-
ivhere, men wero rnost actively scarching for a key tu the inystcry of life,
at that verv time C liinese sages and phulosophers werc engaged in identi-
cally the saine task ; nay more, it iwould brint cuLt the fact that the sages
alid philosophers of tho East thouglit the saine thouglits, -xpressed thein
under corresponding formns, and drew from. thern similarly divergent con-
clusions, %vlether speculative or moral, as did their conteniporaries ini thre
West.t Thre most important use of sucli a comparison, pcrhaps, woull bie
tlue demenstration tîrat tlic soarcli for an explanation of 111e wvas most keen,
cren if it did net actually arise, nt a period-60O-250 1n. c.-when Chineso
religions thought had fallen into a stage of decadenco ; 'urlen, indeed, it

-ra bidysrggling after, or -reaching, out for, tInt Nvhieh it was losing
or lad lest, namclAy7 a 1,nü,.ledgeo f Gcd tIre Preserver and Ruler. Yet
even in that stage of decadenco somneocf its specuilatioits teck a fliglit highcr
than those cf: any of tho pro-Chri.stian Western svstems outsidea thre influ-
ence ef revcaled religfio au sudi thcal doctrine whidhi, in coin-

parison -%vith thre moral tcaclring of thcs e systems, lay on a far Iligher
x-Iane. Thre explanation is doubtless te bic found iii thc extraordinarily
conserrativo instinct cf tIc Chinese, and tIroir ar'sociated traîlitional habit
of reverenco for the past zan instinct and a habit w1ficli, during the carly
ages of tbý national existence aird 'N'cl on iïîtA> iiistoric tinue, iield fast, as
a fundameata. fact, tluat belief in ùne supreie and beneficent Gevernor of
thic universo wvhich lad been brougît by thecir forefathers froni their crig-
inal home in Southwestern Asia. The Liss ùf tInt belief formod tIre frsi
groat downward step in theo religious Ille of the nation.

* Ulne. unu# Fpre, Ch. iv.
t Scm -Comparative 1;kcwh cf PhUeSophb3 Ethice, and RalJg.on of T*oisnm,, Chinae Ridiw.

1391, by Anutor; aise **-Note on Pbflos.-pby o' Chwang-tuc." by Canon Aubrcy M1oore, in Iroça.r
y Chuamig-Tszt. by i. A. Giles ýQrnrircb, in8%t


