604 HOME WORK FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. [Sepr,,

Morrison and Burns in China, Perkins and Graut in Persia, Carey and Wilsoy
and Dufl' in India, McAll in Paris, and a host of other missionaries !

If disciples are indifferent to missions it is because they are wnorant of
missions. A fire needs first of all 1o be kindled, then to be fed, then to haye
vent. The only power that cankindle the flame of missionary zeal s e
Holy Spirit. The coal must bea live coal from God’s altar. But, havig
that coal and a breath from above, all that is needed is fuel to feed the flume,
and that fuel is suppiied by a knowledge of facts. Too much care cannot Le
taken to supply these facts in an attractive, available form, at the lowey
cost. The women’s boardsand societies have done no greater service thay jy
providing and distributing o cheap literature of missions. The brinted facy
that areto do this work of education must be put in the briefest and moy
poiuted form. Thisis an age of steam and telegraph. While Methusale),
turnec round, we have gonearound the globe. Men need now what they ¢y
catch at aglance. Pouderous volumes may do for ponderousmen, who.lm\‘c
leisure for prolonged study and research, but the bulk of people must get ther
knowledge of facts in a condensed form. Our bulletins must be buliet-ips,
Some of us must skim the great pan and serve up the cream ina little pitcher,
rich and sweet; we must boil down the great roots and give others the sweet
liquorice in the stick, so that abite will give a taste and malke the mouth
water for more. Studentsof missions will read with avidity the Ely Volune,
and « the Middle Kingdom,and kindred books that are the authoritics on mis.
sions ; but students of missions ave 2ot made by this process. We must fued
first with milk, and not with strong meat—and by the spoonful, until bot
capacity and appetite are formed.

The value of simulianeous meetings, missionary conventions, and other
special services consists perhapsmainly in the wide, rapid, and attractive und
effective dissemination of infelligence. Truths and facts are brought before
the mind with all the help of the enthusiasm of a public assembly. Theeye
helps the ear in producing and fastening impression. The hearer comforts
the living men or women who have come from the field, perhaps with the
very idols of ihe heathen in their hands, or the relics of their superstitions
practices; sometimes the native convert, or preacher, himself pleads for his
benighted fellow countrymen. And so the most apathetic soul,m whom
grace has kindled the fire of love, finds the fire burning, spreading, consum-
ing selfishness, and demanding a proper vent in Christian effort! Thiss
the way that missionaries are made.

In 1885 there assembled at Mr. Moody's boys’ school at Mount Hermien, in
Massachusetts, about 300 students from the various colleges for afew weeks
of study of the Word of God. A few who had in view the foreign fild
greatly desired a missionary meetling, and all the students were invited,
There was not even a missionary map o assist in impressing the facts; the
spealker drew on theblackboard a rude outline of the continents, and then

proceeded to trace the great facls of missions, and so deep was the interest
awakened, that meeting after meeting followed 5 from about a score, the
number who chose the mission field rose to & hundred; then certain clvsaa
menresolved {o go and visit the collegesand carry the sacred five 5 they went,
met their feliow-students, and brought out the leading facts of missions; and
to-day, in America and England, a band of probably no less than 3,000 youns
men and women stand ready to go to the foreign ficld if the door shall open
before them. If disciples do not wish to flame with missionary zeal, they
must avod contact and converse with the facts and the heroic souls whoare
the living fuctors of missions, It is dangerous businessio trifle with the




