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Wiuar IIinoers T Wonk ?

In those monthly concerts, when the walls abont China and Japan had
fallen, the petitions began to take on this stercotyped form : ‘‘ Lord, raise
up men and women who shall be willing to go iuto these opening ficlds.”’
The seerifice involved in foreign mission work has always been Immense,
Dbut the fruit of it has been abundant and rich. Partings with kindred and
friends, departures into strango lands—these have always been cssential to
the propagation of the truth since the time when God said to Abraham, the
father of the faithful, * Get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred,
and come into the land which I will show you.”” By such self-sacrificing
obedience to God’s commands have new nations learned of that brother-
hood of man which bas no meaning, no power, save as all natious learn
that they have a commeon Father, even God. Much of what is called the
“ spirit of the nineteenth century,’” this awakening of the world o the
conviction that all men are of one blood, and that property in man is im-
possible, is the manifest result of mission work done by strangers who, for
Christ’s sake and at God’s call, have sojourned in strange lands among
despised pooples preaching peace and brotherhood through Christ. But
the cost of leaving home and friends and native land, the sacrifice involved
in expatriating one’s self and one’s children, has always been so serious a
matter to contemplate that those who love their own ease have always won-
dered when the call of God has been potent enough to carry His conse-
crated servants as missionaries to foreign fields. The supply of men and
women willing to go has never been equal to the need of the field, seldom
to the means at the disposal of the missionary boards. It has been taken
for granted by the Church for the last two generations, first, that the walls
that shut in mighty nations could not be broken down short of centuries to
come ; and then, that laborers willing to go could not be found in suffi-
cient numbers.

Fack 1o FAce witt ANSWERED PRAYERS.

But what is féme to our God, when He wills to send His kingdom for-
ward by a mighty unfolding into the growing season, into the flowering
time ! A thousand years are as a day with Him. He laid the walls level.
He opened the way. His will and wisdom brought in the age of steam.
Railroads and steamship lines girdle His globe to make ready a highway
for his messengers, * speaking peace to the nations.” He sets a Stephen-
son and a Fulton, a Morse and a Bell and an Edison at His tasks when they
know it not. Corporations of selfish men do His work, as heedless of the
plan of God as are the stones which are framed into the mighty arch of the
cathedral, or the liquid elements that are seized upon by the growing plant
and drawn up into a place in the beauty of its unfolded blossom by a
power utterly boyond their ken! Mission ficlds are open. The world is
the field, All fences are down. A Christian Church, the Church of
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