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WIIAT IJINDERS TIIE WORXu ?

In those inonthly concerts, wlien the %valIs about China and .Tapan had
fallen, the petitions began to takze on this stereotyped fori " Lord, raise
up ,zen and wornen w/wi shall bc iwilling Io go irito thiese opening fields."
The sacrifice involved in forcigai mission work huis a1lvays been immense,
but the fruit ofi it lias, been abundaut and ridi. Partings wvithi kindred and
friends, departirs iinto strango Iands-these have always beeni essential to
the propagation of the trutlî since the time wvhen God saîd to Abrahiara, the
father of the faithful., " Get thee out of thy country and from thy kindrcd,
and corne into tic land whieh I will show you." ]3y sucli self-sacrificing
obedience to God's commnands have niew -nations iearned of that brother-
luood of man whieh bas no îneaning, no power, save as ail nations learn
that thcy have a eomon Father, eveuî God. Much of what is called the
"cspirit of the nineteenth century, " this awakening of the world ýo the
conviction that ail men are of oe blood, and that property in nian is im-
possible, is the manifest resuit of mission work donc by strangers who, for
Christ's sàke and at God's eall, have sojourned in strange, lands among
despised peopies preaching peace and brotherhood tirougi Christ. But
the cost of leaving, home and friends and native land, the sacrifice involved
in expatriatingr one's self and one's children, lias aiways been se sciious a

matter te conteinplate tlîat those who love their own case have aiways won-
dered wlien the eaul of God lias becn potent enough to carry Ris conse-
cratcd servants as niissienarics to forcign fields. The supply of men and
women willing te go lias nover been equalù to the need of the field, seldom
to the means at the disposai of the missionary boards. It huis been taken
for granteil by the Churcli for the Iast two generations, first, that the %vails
that slîut in mighty nations could not be broken down short of centuries te
corne ; and then, that laborers wvilling te, go could flot be found in suffi-
cient xîumbers.

FACE To FACE WITII AN5,-wEILD PnÂYEns.

But what is timc to, our God,- when Ile wils te send Bis kingdomn for-
ward by a mighty unfoiding inte, the growingr season, into the flowering
time!1 A thousand years are as a day with Rim. He laid the walls level.
He openedl the way. Ris will and wisdom brougit in the age of steam.
llailroads and steaniship lines girdie Bis globe te inake ready a highway
for bis messengers, " speacing peace to the nations." He sets a Stepheu-
son and a Fulton, a Morse and a Bell and an Edison at Bis tasks when they
know it not. Corporations of selfisi mon do Ris ivork, as heediess of the
plan of God as are the stones which are frmned it the mighity arch of the
cathiedrail, or the liquid elements that are seized upon by the growing plant
and drawn up int a place in tic- beauty of its unfoided blossoni by a
poNver utterly boyond their ken ! Mission fields are open. The world la
the field, Ail fonces are down. A Christian Chutrcli, tbe Churcli of

1892.]


