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one of rival fields, whether 'l<home " or <foreign" not o! saving oiir
great cities or saving our own land. It Is primarily a matter of im-
plicit and immediate obeOi iencv tcý Christ. Our mission knows no
lirnits but the lîmits of the comnmand, whichl.are the li±i.ts of the, world
and of time. So long as one hiumani creature bas flot yet hleard the
message, our duty as messengers is not donc, however rnany who hiave.
heard remain yet unconverted. Our IMa.ster stands withi imperatk.%
finger poirdting.( to unoccupied fields; and while one sucli je left, hu
bas not been f ully ob2yed and the Spirit wil flot be fufly outpoured.

WVe believe this and therefore wve rnust speak. Thougli sadly conlsciolus
of feebly stemming a tide that with tremendous cnergy of movement
sweeps the other way, we heire record our solemit conviction that th('
cliurch bhas yet to take Up this work of missions in dead earnest. Thiese
uinoccupied fields will neyer l-,( taken possession of in Christ's nanie.
until the only ground. of discr-mination betwcen one field and another
is their comparative detf~~à.Whethcr near orfar, those wlo,,e
need is most extreme. and whose ignorance is iost appalling, have the
first daim. The drift of the day is toward concentration on the mobt
hopeful, and even the nearest fields. flence remote heathien anid de-
graded. pagan peoples are neglected; the question is sober]y raiscrd
w'hether it be riglit to blast the very b1osý.oms of our highest Christ*a
civilization in the furnL ce of African fevei ; wvhether it be not waste to
send sucli women as llrriet Newell, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Judson, Mrs.
Grorden, to Oriental pagai,- and South Sea cauniibals; and hundrvL ()f
Christians quote with relislh the sneer of Dickens, ivho makes Ms
.Jellyby look past the misery of hier own hiouschold and neigliborhood
to sigb over Borioboola Ghia!

For a èen'tury the Spirit lias poured his fullest blessing on ani,
churches, and sehools of the prophets, whence have gone the Iargvb
bauds of laborers to fields remiote. The paradox of modern churcli hife
is this: Apparen±t depletion ends in richest repletion ; the most lb a
gifts of men and itioney to farthest fields are the signal fur tlie rnvt
rapid replenishiment at home. ilere is the key to flic paradox : the
lloly Spirit rewvards obedience. Should we recali1 the 6,000 foreigii
missionaries tu re-enforce the liome-fieldse it would brin., to those ver-,
fields the curse o! barrenncss. Shiould we. on the contrary, di-stributu
the wholu force cqually and imparti.-lly, wvith strict reference to the*
vast extent and awful need of the whole field, sncli blessing iwoild(
corne upon fields nearest home as neyer bas been known. O! chutrch
life, as of individuial hife, it is truc:-

"There is that scatterethi anid yet increaseth:
And there is that withlio]deth more than is nieet,

But it tendethà to poverty.*"
VIL. P7ie lîmits of our' conimissi-on i'cconte the boitncls of our

sqatiSf«ctiolb a71dJOY.

[MAY,


