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Estevan.

Threo months ago this name was scarcely
knowan to the people of Manitoba and the Ter-
ritories and the town which bears it was not in
existence. To day the nameo is a houschold
word and the town is onc of the best to be
found in the country. Estevan is of too recent
a birth to be found 02 any of the present maps
of this country, but if any of our readers are
curious to know just how it looks on o map let
them take oae of Manitoba aud the Territories
and go down into the southeastern coraer of
Assiniboia with a rale aad peacil and measure
75 miles Irom the boundary of Manitoba and 13
miles from the bousdary of the Uaited States
on the east baak of the Souris Valley and mark
the spot. That is pretsy nearly the locatioa of
Estevan. The railway which gives this district
connection with the outer world is the Souris
braach of the C.P.R., which rans from Keamay
oo the main lioe, west of Brandoa, southeasterly
past Sourls, Napinka, Melita and Oxbow. This
road was built on a bonus from the Government
of Manitoba for the parpase of tappiog the
coal fields which lie in the vicinity of the town,
in order that a plentiful and cheap supply of
fuel might be secured for the people of the pro-
vioce, This town is alto the point at which the
Sou short line crosses the Souris branch.

The history of Estevanisa very short one.
Created and named by the C.P.R., with its
streets and limits all 1aid out before there was
a bonse built, it has had nothing to do since the
lots were put upon the market but grow and
expand. The presence of large gangs of rail.
road men durivg the months of Asgast azd
September while the grading of the Soo line in
its vicinity was being carried on aid-
ed qguite a bit in makiog the place
what it is, while its proximity to the coal
ficlds promising the carly establishment of sub-
stantial industrics, has led many storckeepers
aond basincss mea to settls in the town.

Mecation cannot be made of Estsvan without
also calling to mind Major Leacock, the genial
C.P.R. townsite massger. The Major has
charge of tho interests of the company in this
district 20d has done much towards making
the town what it now is.

THE CIAL MINES.

Tae coal seams from which the prople of
Manitoba expect in the near fatare to be draw.
ing their supplies of fuel, are all ronund about
Estevan. A zhort distance to the west of the
town the scam now beiug worked is situated.
It isin the bank of a valley or raviae which
raos iato the Soaris Valley a few hundred
yards from the wminee. The Domiaion Coal
Company of which Msjor Walsh is maunager,
arc doing the mining. Two or three drifts
Lave been let into the bank of the ravioe and
the necossary plant and appliaaces forgetting
out and loading the coal have bicea pat ia and
tho company were at the time of writing only
waiting for the completion of the truck line
from tho drift to the tipple, where the coal is
loaded, to commeace operations. Of the coal
itsolf, the writer, notwithstanding 21l that has
boen said uf 1ate to tke contrary, bas no hesi.
tation in saying that it is a good article. It is
folly all that Manitoba expocted it wounll be
when the armogemcnts for its dovelopment

were made. It has boen £aid that g better coal
could have been got at the Hazard mine, some
thirteen miles east of Estevan, but that is not
80 as the two coals are aceording to the opin-
ion of experts identically the same,

ITS BUSINESS INTERESTS.

Already the business intereats of the place
have assumned proportions far from insigaifi-
cant, Some ef the stores are la-ge anl very
nicoly stocked. Amon3 these is that of J. R.
Stockwell, formerly of Esstern (Qiebee, who
is opened out in the grocery business.

M. Tom Bell, formerly of Rapid City, is
carrying on a meat business. This geotlemwu
came to the district in May hwt and has beea
intorested in it ever since. At the time of his
firat visit he drove two hunlred neal of cattle
all the way from Rspid C.ty. Amoaog the
carlicst comers were Messrs. Petorioa and
Rookes, who are now carrying o3 a baking
ani confsctionsry business. Gordoa & McLod
arc op:ned jn the mneat basineas ; Me. McLeod
of this firm i3 also on< of the pionsers; his wife
was the first woman but one to come U5 the
place. Stawa-t & Kelly's geucral store was
aTong the carlicst opened. They arc doing a
good trade. Other prominent business men
are: Price & McKay, geacral meschants; Brad
shaw, clothing ; De. S:ott, drugs, &c. ; Geo.
Wham, barber, another pioncer; Campbell
boardingz hous2; and Duncaa & Bailey, livery
stable. In addition to these the towa has twa
lumber yards: a flour aad fzed store, a
Chincse lauadry, and acocher livery stable.
Awmong the moit recent additions to the town’s
business establishments is the boot aad shoe and
harness store of J. M. Bratly. Ons of the
geatlemea who are aiding most in the advanze-
meat of the town is Me. Carnan, a raal cstate
and geaeral ageat.  He is iotesestiog himself
in the nataral products of the surrounding
country and has contributed coasiderable of
the information now available regarding those
nataral produsts. Another of the tawn’s most
catarprisiog citizens is Mz Kally the hotsl
keeper.  He has beea keepioag a lodg™ny house
cver since the towa was cpeaed and hasa fine
hotei buildiog in course of crection. When it
is completed and in working orler Estevan
will have as good hotel accommodatioa as any
plase in thc conntry.  Tas success or failurc of
the various caterprises which we have mention
cd as formiag the busiaess iaterests of Estavan
depends largely on th: miaing industry. If
this is pashed with tho rapility which the de-
mand forcoal would warraat and therecessary
plant and stad of workmen pat in, Hatevanwill
be oae of the busicst spats in Westera Canvda.
Other industries will of course spring up to, con-
nected with the manufactare of the nataral pro-
dacts in clays aad minerals of tha district.

NATGRAL PRODUCTS OF TiE DISTRICT.

The valley oa the cdge of which Estevan has
bzea bailt i3 very wide aud deep, and has
scattercd throagh it a great miay large and
small monods of pecaliarshaprand appra-aace.
It is sapposed tkat this valley has been formed
by the boroing oat of «n immenss coal bed in
ageapast, and that these mounds ave deposits
which the firz conld nol consame. Thay ap-
pear to be principally ¢lay and stoae. It isia
this valley that tho much talked of fro brickis
found and the mineral paints, and all the other

h

natural products of the district. The followiag
is a list of such prolucts a3 have already been
discovered : Limestoae ; white brick clay ; red
brick clay ; minera' paiats ; petritied wood of
14 diff-rent va-ieties, in Jarge quantities, much
if which can be casily manufactured into oraa-
mental clack stands &e. ; sandstone of a redish
blue shide; building stone, granite and freestone
of such va-ieties thatit is hard to imagine how
they cver got there ; sulphur; iroa, but not in
suflizient quantities ts justify development ;
pumice in considerable quantities and of ood
quality ; ficeclay ia la-ge quantitics ; cement
in fairly gool quantities, pronounced by ex.
perts to be ideatically the same as the Port-
luad article.
SURHOUNDINGS,

Eoquiries made at the time the matter for
thissketch was being gathered elicited the in.
formation that Esteva: district is not so
wholly devoid of advaatages of an agricultural
nalure as reportsusve led us to beliove. The
soil is 2 lighter kind of sanly loam than any
founl in Manitaba, and well watered ia gsome
paces. Itis said to produce wheas of a good
quaiity aad yield. Thaere is abundaace of gaod
1aaching laad to the west of the town. the
Yellox Grass marsh which commences a few
miles outin that direction ani extends for a
Iong diztaace weat rad aorth, is famous for the
abunlagce and laxuriance of ita hay. The
Moiuatel Patier headgasrtsrs for south western
A-siniboia are at Woodend, about 9 miles
southesst of Estavan.  Thae are geocnally
about 30 or 49 coastables and offisers stationed
at that paint. ‘The goveramentintend building
a new bacracks at the toxa shortly and mak-
ing it tae hvadquarters.

It will bz scen from what has been said that
Edzavan is really a substantial plice, and that
with proper develapm-nt of its resouress it will
ooa climb to a position among the leading
to vasof wastera Canada.
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The Growth of Cities.

The foliowing figures fro:n tic censas of 1S90
show the growtli o popalation of American
cities daring the past twenty years:—

Ratio ot
1820, 1830, 1570 ‘.’i: erre.
. ) . 3 570.

New Vork .. 151840 1,200,229 95222 ’?{t
Chcazo ... .. 10576 $03.15 223057 kR Y
Philadelphia, .,1,018,593 $I5.1°0 Gl o 559
Brooklyn  .... Sa3 332 66,651 326,07 103.%
St Louis ...... $3),215 30518 310.564 $4.8
Boston ........ 436,507 362,50 230526 32
Caltimore . ... 431,131 233 26034 a2
San Francisco.. 207,020 2313939 149473 2.4
Cincianati .... 216,59 3,189 216,238 7.0
Cleveland 160 146 o2, 1817
l!nua'.o PP 1S3 1o 116.1
New O:lcans WL 216,00 191,418 %4
fistehargn ... 233,433 173 352 88,076 157.0
Washingion ... 220,596 132,23 1001, 110.8
Dteolt ... ... W 66D 16310 9570 1553
Milwaakee. ... 23,59 115,597 73,110 185.%

Newark, _.... . 131518 1
Menweapolis ... 161,733 46,357  13.038  1,160.8

Jarser ity .. 163087 13

Louterille. 1ol 161005 138358 loyose  Loo
QOmaha.... 0,518 16,053 767.5
Rochaster 62333 117
$% Paul...

Kanms City.... 132,416 55336 32 ¥
Provideace ... 132043 103657 c;:gg 3:)%2
Indianapolis ... 107385 75,038 4828 ) e drg
Deaver ... .

Allegheny o0..0 10399 78632 53080 9Tk

The ratio of iacreaso of popalation for ten
yoxts to 1590 is 24.85 par ceat., bat in asseseed
valuation 43.46 per cent.

It is reportad that the Baok of \ontreal
contsmplate oposing a branch at Nanaimo.



