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"THAT TH-E SOUL B,. WVITIIOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT 15 NOT GOOI)."-PI'Iov. xiX. 2.

LOCALITIES IN PALESTINE.

NO. Ili.

LETIIEL :-ITS POSITION AND IIISTORY.

'Fiiu word Bethel naturally calls Up at crowd of hiallowed as3socia',tionis, and
brings vividly before the mind the devout and godly lives of' the venerable
patriarclis. The naine is cornposed of two l-ebrew words, and it signifies
the Huse of God. It lias corne into general use as a descriptive terna, and
is ernployed to desiginate the scene of religious worship, where holy men,
turning frorn the world, assemble to offier up their liorage to the Most Hieh.
And thus the Church, the prayer-rneeting, the farnily circle, or the field, be-
cornes alike a Bethel, a bouse of God, just as they form. the consecrated scene
of divine ivorship. In cvery such scene the pious and devout worshipper
may confidently expect the Divine presence, and say withi Jacob of old,
44Surely the Lord is iii this place."

The exact position of ancient Bethel ivas lost, and rernained unknown for
centuries. Yet botli its narne and a knowledge of its site liad been preserv-
ed arnmong the common people,-the natives of the country; and they Were
both discovered about ten years ago by thc Protestant maissionaries of Jeru-
salern. Thc world owes nothing to the ifidolent monks, although they have

logC l possession of the country, and claimed a sort oi' prescriptive tight
to the sacred places. Thiey have neither industry nor enterprise for accuirate
researchi or patient investigation ; and the traveller who, relies on their ilfor-
mation will either be sent to search for Bethel twenty miles off, orbe tauglit
to believe that the City and its very name have both perished. The môdern
name of the place is Beitin, being the exact form of the Hebrew word ac-
Cording to, the analogy of the Arabie languag-e-now for a long time the na-
tive language of the country. The City -was"origi*nally bult by the Cadaan-
ites, and by them called Luz,-a term denoting a hazel or an almond tree.
-probablyv during the sojourn of the Israelites ln Egypt; for it is doubtfil
if any City stood there when Jaceob first visited the place. It hia become a
walled city, a t the division of the land by Joshua, of great strengthai1 im-
portance; and being on the border bet*een l3erjamùin and Epbiaim, it was
assigned ta the formier, but finally held in possession *by the latter by right of


