4 THE ACADIA ATHENZEUM.

OUR LECTURE COURSE.

B

ROBT. J. BURDETTE.

The lecture season opencd early this year.
On Monday evening Sept ith, at 8 o'clock,
the, “ Hawkeye-Man " stepped upon the plat-
form of College Hall, and was greeted with
enthusiasm by’an andience which filled the
hall,—!he press of peo;le having made the
opening of the galleries & necessity. ]»epw-
sentatives of nearly every community in the
county were present. Such an aundience has
never bhefore greeted a lecturer on College
Hill, and only once before in Woltville,~—the
exception being when Joseph Howe address-
ed 800 people on one occasion. The large
congregation manifested their appreciation of
the lecture and the lecturer by a most atten-
tive h :aring, generous applause, and frequent
outhursts of laughter. Indeed every one had
to laugh. There was no possible escape. We
observed men, whose every day face is sug-
gestive of death and judgment, sitting there
with shaking sides, mouths stretched to their
widest capacity, and spasms of langhter suc-
ceeding each o.herin a manner which must
have surprised their faces.

What shall we say of the lecture? Of
its irresistable humor; guaint sentences, droll-
eries, occasional pathos, and passages of rare
beauty and true eloquence? No description
can approach the reulity. Imagine a small
man, keen-eyed, wiry and nervous, self-con-
tained, with a thin but thrilling voice, stand-
ing quietly, for the most part.and pouring
forth sentence after sentence with a volubility
that woxid make a reporter gasp, and with a
precision of diction which would compel a
rhetorician {o admire. Then you have pic-
tured the smallest part. The genial, unaftect-
ed, humorous gantleman, whose wit is chaste
and tender, turning from vulgarity and every
roughuess, exalting what is pure and true
and kind, talks familiarly with those who sit

before him, and all feel that-he is owr friend.|

We had almost forgotten to give the sab-
ject of the lecture. It was named *“The Pil-
grimage of the Funny Man.” The *“Funny
Msn ” was shown to be simply one who uses
his eyes; sees the fan in the world; describes
_it,_sometimes with embellishments; laughs
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himself and grows kinder thercby; makes
others laugh, and thus woo2s them fronc bit-
terness and discontent ; smooths the wrinkles

of care, and brightens the shadowed earth

with the sunshine of harmless merriment.

Mr. Burdeite has made many warm friends
in Wolfville during his stay here. In the
college and village alike are those who will
long cherish memories of this visit; and
Uu-ir interest in him, and in his noble wife
who bears her cross of pain and sutfering
with such patience and fortitude, as we-l as
in their.litt e hoy, will not soon abate.

1t will intercst some of our readers to know that v,
Burdette is a Baptist, whose earnest and unobtrusive
plety is admired, by those who know him best, even
nore than his inimitable humor,

OTHER LECTURERS SECURED.

The following gentlemen are to appear upon our
platform during the seazon. Scymour E. Gourley, Bxq.,
of Truro, who graduated at Acadia in the class of *72 ;
J. G. MacGregor, A. M., D. Se.. F. R. 8. E,, Pro-
fessor at Dalhousie College; Archibald Forbug, the dix-
tinguished war corrcspondent, whose fame is world wid, ;
Silas Alward, Esq., of St. Johu, N, B., a graduate of
our college in the class of '60; and Walluce Grahaw,
Esq., of Hulifax, a graduate in the class of *67.

SENIOR CLASS.

One thing notable in the history of the class of "82 is
the yuarly decrease in its memb.rs,  Abhough the

-class matriculated as one of the largest that hay ever

entered colloge, onr numbers have been yourly lessoned
and but seven reman under the care of our Alna

Mater. We rgret that Mr. o W, Mcore, of Portland, -

N. B, has dicided net to finish his College Course,
Mr. Moore has distingaished lhimself as a stu
dent during his connection witia the college. He las
not ouly taken first place in his Class, but also Honors
in Classics, in which department he has won special dis-
tincton. We wish hin success in following out the
mysterions changes and twistings of the Luw.
We are pleased to know that Mr. A, L. Calhoun,
S'side. P. E. L, wlo found it neceseary to leave Col-
lege lust year on account of trouble with his cyes, has
returned and takes his place in his cluss. SESNR.
—————p e P r————

* Do you want an image of the Luman will'or the
selt detzrmining principle, a8 compared with its pre-ar-
-ranged and impassible restrictions ? A drop of water,
imprisoned in acrystal ; you may see such a one in any
‘minerulogical collection. One litle fluid particle in-the
crye’tallme prism of the soF'd universe 2"~ Honugs.

- RN B -

i AT

s



