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THE FIRs'rV-FooT. obscrved hersel'."1 Nelly ivas the wire of
omie Richard Rogers, a respectable farmer,

itwitlîstanding theshortness of thcirdays, ivhose farrn-iouse stood by the side of' the
blttertiess of their l'otand the fury of postroadl hettwee,î Keh.o anId Lauder. They

etoriiw,, Dec ern1er*z-iid Jaiiuary aie LadW a faîiiyof eeveral chiidreil, butour busi-
r noniis. Firi't cornes old Christnmas, ne-ee is iil Ille oldest, wlio %vas called

b' ng lus bioary luclcs, helilie, in ilie î;p Goganivlobdheuifru tr-
t ~ov dnft, aitil luugbîî'gi, ivl-laei reive both rîibs mrt n terni

1h ha cown o~îwisiuoe, ~ hours the characîi ol'being enu.Ti

nir sUrloin and the savoury goose.-- is a very unfoi tun.- te cliaracter to give to
T is not a ehild on the south side of' thse noesvobsafcuetmkelth

rs, %vho, longs not for dhie coming or worki as will lie seen when ive corne to notice
Cl stms L ~~* oîîay~ 0 the bistory of' George the genius, for suchi

their season of play and of preselins: ivas the appellation by wvhich lie ivas Iàmi-
Id lan yon hlale hatids %viiî hrit l iarly nsent:oned. Nowvitwias the hast niglit

ftIh~youn eto the old year, George -%vas about twelve
1. anc1 iil eaclî other. And eveii on the yers ofrgadbcts i a hi is

ern sUide o! «*the river," anci " ile idîa ea ge, a r d hoe ecaise lie ivas thceiis
by fancy dirawni," wvhich b iiet e he vas perrmited to éli ivith bis father and

kiiîgdloniîs," there arc thousands wlio hsnohr n e reiswohdcm
,,e and fortet r.t and alti Yeiv fred vo adcononad rt no bas Yl i> o visit tbem, to seu the old ycar out and the

cornes the New Year : the bottle, the Neve Year in. The cuckoo dlock struck
int, and the .fir-stfoot ; anci. ive rnigbt tivelve, antd the cornpany rose: elio.,ki bands:
e, aico, Hatisel Moiffday, afld "and Auld wvisbied each oater a bappy new year, and,
sel Mlonandlay," wvhicl follow in thecir in a butuber, drank, " May tlhe year that'.
eand keep up the merrirnent tii] the -tia be the worst o' our lives5."
et aniiaryis brok(en. But oir busines Il1 wander %vlia wvill bie ouir first fo'L.li said

resent, is %vith the fir-st:foot, and we Nelly; 'Il hope ;t will lie a lucky aze/
bioid. Ir matteus not où wbat sidelor tue rThe cornpany began to argue wvhetb
ers it rnay be: and nortluward tise feel- wvas any thing lucy in a first loot -W1~
.xtends far beyond the Border; tîtere i.- nd tie youuîg genlus sided svith bis ff
Xterious,afl orninous importance attaclied and, ivhiie thcy yet disputed upon thesubiéctl

e ii(lvid«t wh fist roýesthedirs-a knocking ivas lieard at the front doorw
ler tdvhue co lirstucse thee t "'I'iere's somnebody,"1 eaid Neily; if its

onyliody ta hn' olcy1wln e
pniglit, on tbe3 Ist of Deceniber, or wio, us thora hi."l

ýhWfî ?-st foot in a house alier t le New Year "Nonisense 111 said Richard.
hasbiegun. Tbefiirst -foot starnps the "luci" "It's nae nonsense," repied Nelly; 'lit

1 he house: the good fortune or the evil may be aJlatsoled body, for onytliing 1 ket;
.%.ue of* Us iunates througliout the year! and do ye tliiink 1 svad risk the like o& that.

Io begiPn with our story. There wvas not Haud aiwa, sce wha it is, George," added
rson on ail the Borders, nor yet in ail site, addreseinîg the genius; Ilarnd dirma let

Jand, wito attacliei more importance to tiîer iii unlees you're sure that they dinna
.First Foot tsait NeIIy Rogers. N\eliy corne empty-biaided."1
-a very wortliy, kindbearted, yea, even IlDid ever ye heur the lifie o' the wornart V
ibie s-ort of' wornan, but a veia of super- said her liusband;3 " sic liavers'. Run awa,
on rari through bier sense; she biad irn- George, inniiy; open the door-."
d a varicly of " and varld ,notions" in 'l'lie boy ran to the door, and inquired
ncy, and as she grew up, thiey becarne a Wb O'S there?"

XOf lier creed. Sue did flot exacrly be,- "A stranger,"1 ivas the reply.
e that gliosts and apparitions existed ila "What do you ivant'?" iriquired the ge-
da:y, but she svas perfectly cure they ltad nius, svitb a degree of caution seldomrn ound
:ted, and had been ceen; she wvas cure iun percons bonoured with sucli an epithet.
uhere ivas, cornetbing in drearns, and she 1 hiave a Jette to Master Rogen, frorn'
-Positive tbere %vas a great deai 'in tise his own brother," Ioudly answered thé

>iness or uniuckiness of a First Foot; shie strn ger.
rcunarkcd it in lier own experience tlîirty "cA letter frae rny brother, Jolin !" cried

-,s, and cite said " it was of nue USCe ut- Richard, starting lirom his seat; stopen itle
Pting to argue her outL o) what eshe had dcor, laddie-op èn the door."


