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Temperunce issthe moderate use of things beneficial, and abstincuce from things hurtful.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADBVOCATE.

-

At the conclusion of my last letter, I pr d some t o
my jnumev through Dlwhmd and return voyage by the stemmer
Liverpool.

In the counties of Northumberland and Durham, and the novth
riding of Yorkshire, I did not find much in connection with the
Temperance Reformation worthy of specinl remark. At Newenstle-
upon-Tyne, the cause has made considerable progress; but the at-
tention of the people is 80 much engrassed with politics, that tem-
perance is thrown intoe the shade. At Suuderland, Stockton, Due-
ham, Thirsk, Knaresbbro’ and Harrowynate, 1 could not learn that
much had been done,  In Leeds, the Socivty Is strong. I was in.
formed that the Journnl, which is the organ of the Nww British
and Foreign Temperanes Society, is edited in this town, though
published in the Isle of Mau.,

In Manchester, the cause hns made great progress ¢ it iscnid that
there are upsvards of 30,000 tee-totallers in the town and suburbs.
A very good temperance hotel is maintained in it, aud several of
the resident clergy take an interest in the cause.

At Liverpool, which is called the Metropolis of Tee-totalism,
there are said to be 60,000 members of the Society, and the number
is still increasing.

- ~landlopds os—rubko housew, hng, ns may be-supposed, decreased
greatly; so that many ave ghving up business, and these who un-
tinue are complaining dreadfully of the bardness of the times, and
these fanatics, the tee-totallers.  In Liverpool, I witnessed a very
great proceslon which took place in July last, upon the sccasion of
a meeting of delegates from all parts of Englaud. Al the Tee-total
Socletta in and aboeut Liverpool mustered, about tem o'clock, fore-
noon, at their respective stations, (there are five or six temperance
houses in Liverpool) ; and the members being, generally,
fn uniform, with bndg%, ribbons, and medals, they made a very
fmpesing appearance.  Each Society proceeded with its music and
banners to some church to hoar diviue servige, after the conclusion
of which all united in procession. I stood at a favourable place to
see them; and I thmk thc procession oceupied about au hour in

ing: as it p 1 slowly, however, it may not have been
more than a mtle aund a half or two miles fong. There were Ju-
venile Societies, Female Societies, Catholic Societies, Protestant
Secicties, Seamnen’s Societies, and a great many different orders of
Rechsbites. These are a soxt of benefit Societies, upon temperance
principles, which have adopted e great ber of emblems, hadges,
and letters, similar to those in use amongst Free Masons, whether
wisely or not, I was not sufficiently acquainted with themw to judge.
Of onie thing, however, T am convinced, namely, that there is no
need of any secret signs, or mysterious emblems amongst tee-totallers,
Their priuciples ave plain, simple, and easily comprchendcd; aand
the more public they are -mgade, the sooner they will commend
iemselves o the good sense of mankind. There were five or six
bands ef musie, and a very great number of binners, pennons, mot-
toes, aud inscriptions, Some foreign gentlemen who stood near, ap-
peared much interested, anid asked some of the Liverpool mevrchauts
what the peaple warched it procession for.  They were informed
of the nature and ohject of tee-totalism, and told how quickly it had
advanced from the smallest beginning, Indeed, somcthing like
pride in the suceess of the cause was generally manifested by the
merchants of Liverpool with whom I consversed, although fur from
being tee-totallers themselves. ‘There were meetings of *Dele-
gates throngh the day, and public meetings and spirees in the even-
ings, for a wec‘L. At some af these moetings, I had the pleasure
of hmrmg‘ for the first time, several oelubmtt-d temperauce advo-
cittes, such as the Rev. Mr. Beardsall, Mr. Grubb, and Mr. Holkar.
As there were represeatatives from almost every place of im-
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portance in the middle and northern counties of England, I
hiad an opport\mlt\' of learning that temperance operations were
carried on briskly in a great ninny places, and that there was gene-
rally a good demand for temperance publications. A propusal to
furm o General Union, and place the power in the hands of a
Committee in London, was not carvled into effert.  There scems
to be an antipathy in the English churacter to the centralization of
poswer, and perhaps it is well founded. Where cach Society is
acting for itself, it will probably be more vigorous, aud depend
less upun others, than if' it looked to a Central Board for uid.

In London, T found very Lunentable dissensionstexisting in the
temperance ranks, and & great denl of uucharitableness, “The old
‘Temperance Soclet), with the Bishops at its head (who wished the
poor wan to give up his gin-dvinking, without sacriticing a single
glass of wine themselves), became a bye-word as might have been
expected. The new Society was established upou the tee-total
principles, in go far as deinking was concerned 5 but, to accommo-
date its titled President (the Lml of Stxmlmp«-), and others, whose
inclinations or interests led them to side with bim, it atlowed it
members to give and sell the deunkard’s drink.  This was considered
by many to be glaringly inconsistent; and Mr. Duulop, My, Baker,
and several other leading men, powerfully assisted by Mr. Delevan,
and Drs. Beeman and Patton, from America, woved and carried
th#é adoption of the pledye of the Amerienn Tempcrmc«s Tnion gt
a great-mecting held at Excter Jall in May Init. “They who ate
in favour of the American pledge are called long-pledge men: they
who are in favour of the other (against drinking merely) ave ealled
short-pledge men, and the eontroversy between themn rages tiercely.
The head-quarters of the long pledge is in ‘Poken House Court,
where they ere careful to announce no connexion with the halfand
halt concern over the way. ‘The short pledge isues its mouthly
paper from Bartholomew's Close, for the sole purpose, if T may
judge from the matter with which it is filled, of abusing and be-
spattering the adherents of the long pledge, and attributing to them
the most unworthy motives and disgraceful actions. Surely all
this, which tends to any thing but edification, will have an end.

There were two pleasure parties got up by the Society whilst T
was in Loudon, and very rational and agrecable affairs they were,
A steamloat was hired to convey the members of the Society to
Hernes Bay, or some other pleasant place on the sea coast, where
they landed, partook of a pic-nic dinner, and heard addresses from
distinguished advocates of the cause, some of whom came from a
distanice upon special invitation. In this manner many families,
as well as young people, enjoyed a day of pleasure and profit.  Yet
even an ah excursion such asthis, the two parties were careful togo on
diffevent days, so that neither might be contaminated by the other,

Tt will be very difficult to make an impression upon the drinking
usaves of London. Porter, ale, and stout, or  entire,” as t)u-y
call it, are so universally used, and considered asa necessary article
of diet, that it will be very hard to get the people to listen to auy
thing against them. At the dinuer hour, wen, wemen, and smalt
children are seen hurrying to and fRo iu every street, lane, coraer,
and alley in London, with pots of porter-—as necessary a part of the
repast, in theie estimation, as the beef, bread, or potaters,  Public
opinion way be and is avoused, to some extent, against the gin
paluces; but scurcely any one will listen to a word agaiust ale or
porter.

The gin palaces are most loathsome sights, especially upon Son-
days. The contrast between the house and'its customera i so great,
as ¢o strike one with the most painful emotions. I uny man wish
to see vice, depravity, and wretchedness so indelibly stamped upon
the human countenance as effectually to obliterate all trace of that
slorious tinage dn which man was originally created, Jet him stand

for a short time by the door of a Loadnn giu palace on the morning



