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AGRICULTURE.

CULTIVATION OF CARROTS.~—FROM JACKSON'S AGRICULTURE.

Carrots bave not hitherto been considered usan artigre of culture
in the system of Scotch husbandry, although they are occasionally
grown on some furms for the usc of the hurses, "On the sea-coast
of the Fnth of Forth, m the neighbourhood of Abeilady, howeyer,
they are extensively cultivated, und large crops arc obtuined, from
which the Edinburgh market 18 supplied, and cven the neighbouring
furmers prefer purchasig to growing them for their horses.  ‘[he
soil arvund Aberiady 18 u deep sand without any admiature of
cluy, on which this crop grows very luxuriantly, but they have been
found to thrive occaswnally on newly reclumed peat soils, and
even to proeduce large crops in high exposed disinicts. In England,
they are grown extensively on the sand sols of Suffulk and Sur.
rey ; and a decp loun, inclining to sand, scems best adupted for
therr cultivation.  On such soils their caltivation has been too much
neglected ; as 1t is allowed, that on land of esod quahty they will
yicld a more valuable crop than any bulbous or tapraoted plant
whatever.  The most expenenced cultivators say, that the nch-
ness of the ground is not of so mach conssquence as s depth and
freenesa fromn stones ; and on this account carruts are frequently
produced without manure, on smls lavourable to their growth.
Some, however, recomend an application of rotten manure or
ashes to Lhe soil before sowing ; and this 18 the practice of a furmer
in Norfolk, who cultivatcs carrots very extensively. The cultiva-
tor, however, must look to the naturc of his soil beforc applying
munure, as the practice must altogether depend upon this,

The quantity of secd sown must depend upon its being good or
bad ; and te obtain a secd which can he relicd upon, the best way
18 for the farmer to grow it hunself.  From four to ten pounds per
acre 18 about the quantity, the average price of which is about one
shilking and sixpence per pound.  The seeds of the carrot are very
sinall, and apt to adhere to cach other, which renders drill-sowing
somewhat difficult: andin many places the broadcast method isprac.
uised 1 consequence.  To mix the sced with sand or fine mould
is found of great unpertance in drilking; and Mr Burrow’s plunis
1o mix the sand and secd a fortnight before it 18 sown, watcring
itevery day, which brings it into u forward state of vegetation.
The sced thus watered rprings very soon after it is put mnto the
ground, and is better able to contend with quick-growing annuaal
weeds than when sown in a dry state.  Carrots have been found
to succecd very well after both potatocsand turnips ; and this place
m the rotution of crops is not unirequently chosen, as both condu.
cive to the interest of the furmer and the benefit of thesoil.  The
land is usually prepared with two ploughings, one m autumn and
the other in spring ; and when manure s applied, it should be with
the sccond ploughing. From the middle of March to the end of
Aprii is thought the beat time for sowing, carly crops being generally
found most productive. In about five or six wecksthe carrots w:il be
ready to hoe; the firet hoeing being employed to cut up the weeds
and the second, which is done by six-inch hocs, thins the plants ta
sbout from seven to cight inches apart.  From three to four care-
ful hoeings arc given, according to the nature of the =oil and sca-
son ; and the wihole cxpense attending this operation is calculated
to be about thirty shillings per acre ; but of course this will depend
upon the state of cleanness the land was in previously.

Thisis the only operation neccssary untillthe crop is ripe, which
it will gencrally be about the cnd of October.  Some prefer aliow.
ing the carrots to lic in the ground, lifing only as they are requir-
ed till the spring, when it becomes necessary to remove them, in
order that the land may be prepared for the next crop. Othcrs
preferlifting them when ripe, and storing them through the winter
in out.hous s or pits, much in the manner of potatocs; und this
modc is certainly recommended, asit Jeaves the land free for any
opcrations which may be required.  The method of Lifting carrots
is by wir nm a th a three-proaged fork, wdunomen and children
to cut off the haulmns, and collect them in heaps ready for carting.
It is a matter of littic consequence whether the carrots be storcd
m pits, out-houses, or cellars, provided tuc haulm is cut off, and
the crop put up in a perfectly dry <tate.  Carrots are not materialiy
injured even by the severest trosts, and will keep in good condiuion
till the month of June following. There arc several varicties of
the carrot ; onc, called the carly horn, is grown exclusively for tic
table ; another, called the long aigan, isin high cetimation amang
farmeny for its great produce ; and the Altnogham carmot, a new
satt produced in Cheshire, s.now cultivated on the greatest scale |
=8 the most productive both 1n root and haulm. .

Currots are of great usc n feedug cattic and horses, both omeace
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count of their nutntive quulitics, and the length of time they can
be preserved in u it state for food. Mr Burrows states, inh & ¢ .m-
munication to the Board of Asnculivre, that forw nun:bero”years
he had fed ten cart.hoiw< opon carrots, withont wiving them anv
Icorn whatever, and that by this he effi cted a greater saving than
i by feeding them on cornand hay, e e sbont seventy pound's
1 weight of carrots to each horse per duv, the carrte being some-
tunes sticed with hay, and at other times given whole, witha hula
ihay. Mr Burrows caleulates that with carrotg, lucerne being
s grown i sutmner for smhng, he conld miintam an able Norfolk
“team-horse upun one statute acre of ground, the horse working
revery day.  He also states that his horsc s enjoy the best health,
_and that he has heen very suceessinl i feeding hogs in winter,
jupon the same root.  The haulm of the earrot 18 very delicate,
‘aud 18 frequently mown for cows in snmmier, who relich it exceed.
pingly.  When the animal is fed on carrots, the milk and butter
fare nicherin colow. Gnern flaveur, and are produced in larger quan.
“tities than when fed upon either potatoes or turnps.  Horned cat-
tle of all deseriptions ure highly benefited by beng fed upon this
root. ‘The produce of carrats upon good rals has been known to
rcach from 800 to 9U0 biishels per ucre, which is considered as a
very high erop, and the average may be estunated at from 400 to
500 bushels an acre.

PARSNIPY,

The parsnip is very like the carrot in the appearance of ts root,
except that its colour 18 white. ‘The culture of both 18 the samo
and for feceding cattle the parsnip 18 considered equal to the carrot.
‘The parsnip isa more hardy vegctable than the carrot, and will grow
on clay soils, where the carrot does not succeed. It is cultivated
m Jersey, Guernsey, and France, for feoding cattle, which are said
to be very fond of it. It 18 smd that when milch cows are fed upon
this root and hay during winter, the milk is cqual in flavour to that
produced when the cows are fud on pusture grass, They answer
remarkably well for garder: culture, and will grow on most sotls ;
but being a longrooted plant, the solter the ground is, the better.

CULTIVATION OF CABBAGE.

The cabbage, the brassica oleracea of botanists, is indigenous to
Britan, and s found growing wild in many parts »f both England
nd Scotland. No one, however, would imagine, from seeing it in
its wild state, that it is the sam~ plant as that cultivated in our
gardens, cultivation having ulmost entirely changed itsappcarance.
The following are the varnietice most aproved of for cultivation,
cither in the filds or gardens :——The small eurly dwarf, Early May,
Early York, Chincse, Eastham, Large sugar.loaf, Drum.hcad,
Scotch, and many others, which are gencrally known by the names
of the individuals who were so fortunate us to produce them. In farm
culture, the large sorts are considered as the most profitable, and
are conscequently most cultivated ; but, from our own expericnce,
we consider this predilection as onginating more from partiality
than actual expcriment.  ‘The weight of the carly York and the
sugar-loal does not, in general, exceed from five to seven pounds
per head, but the Scotch, the ox-head, and the drum-head, will on
favorablc soils, well manured, produce a head weighing from ten
to twenty, and cven thirty, pounds. 'T'he lurge cabbage will require
to be planted two and a half or threc feet apart, and 8761 plants
will be necessary fur a Scotch, acre at two and a half, and 6034
at three feet ; while of the early York, or sugar.loaf, accupying
only the half of this distunce, 21,382 plants may be growu on an
acre. A much smaller quantity of manure will also answer for
the latter kinds, a fuct which is well known to gurdeners, if not to
farmers.  Indeed, if the land is in tolcrably gnod condition, we
have found nn applcation of hiqu:d manure sufficient to produce
al! the weight of head caleulated upon for tie early Y ork and sugur-
laaf; all these kinds will grow upon land of verymienor guahty.
The dinm-head and oxdicad calbages are the Kinds most general-
v cuitivated on the dury farning of England and the kad-yards of
Scotland. 'They requre a clay or sirong loamy s, or one ‘situ.
ated in a marchy ground 3 aud whon good, we have seen large
crops produ~cd uvpon newly recigimed moss kind.  On whatever
sciis tiey are enitivated, a good apphcation of farm.yard dung,
or well prepured compost of a rich quality,isnecessury : and when
the plants begin to draw together at the top, pouring liquid man-
ure between the rows will he found greatly toincrease their growth.
1f thg weather s dry, the ligmd should be diluted with water, but
i€ratfiys this s not necessary.

. On favourable suls when well manured, and attentive cultiva-
-~ .

2ign 18 bestoweu, cabbages wiill praduce a valuabic crop of food
for hive-stock.  Some complam that they impovensh the groond,
while others say that thuy enrichit; and to prevent tham injuring




