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The young queen soon a(terwards forsakes
it also, when these and others acconîpany hier,
and thus a second swvarmn is cast off by the pa-
xqnt hive. It is seldom a hive throws off more
thain two. .or three swarms, because those that
romiain, become few,--.they cease, therefore, to
watch, as formnerly, the royal cells,-the young
qpecns, tiierefore, corne out as it suits thcm,
-when the strongest one Mlle the rest, and de-
stroyiiig aIl the royal larvoe, remains queco in
thý hive. Sbould a hive be so po 'orly stocked
cs flot to buila royal cells, there is no swarrning
that season.

The youngr swarin are no sooner put into
their skep than tbey begin tbeir work ; and
sudi is their activity, that it is said, wi thin
jjyenty-four, houys, tbey will have made combe
twcnty loches long, and ;vide in proportion.-
Qtbers agai, are stopping up every hole witlb
pjrppolis, to excclude insects and cold from the
hive. It is about this tirne, according to Rlu-
ber, that the virgin qucen is observed to quit
_c9 hie, and after examiing it, 'c(she soars

hi-ah in the air, forrning spiral circles as she
ascena. 1 Here it is, accoifding ilh'atr
aist teferrqd te, slie bias interceurse with the

maie becs, wvbich, as hias been said, is sutflcient
to tender ber prolifie for twvo yèéars, (and as
biees are not supposcd to, live longer'than this)
for thé rcst of hier lif'e. Withiii *tic space of
forty-six bours after this, she beginý-tà ]ayher
eggs,-and until she is eleven months old,
these, it is said, produce working becs only.-
At the end of this tirne, wvbicb is generally in
spring, she bias bier great laying of' tbe eggs of
males,-.nd during March and April, will lay
two or three tbousand, at the rate cf forty or
fifty dally. She bas anoiher smallcr Iaying of
egg s of maies in autumn, and in other seasons
tbey are ail workers.

It is a common opinion, that bies collect wax
in a prcpared state, and bring it into the bive,
but this is erroneous. The wax is a substance
;vbich exudes from the bec. It cornes off in
scales fromn the lowver part of the body. AfLer
one scale is taken off, it 16 removcd to the
niouth, ana bcing rnasticated, is impregnatedl
by the Longue with a frotby liquid,-the wax
ie then fit for being applied to th~e roof of the

sk-ep. Anether scale undergoes the saine pro-
cess, and is placed] abeve that already adhcrîng.
After one bec lias depositcd, in this way, allits
scalca, another comes forward and does the
sane, laying its wvax in the saine line with its
predecessor, and se on with otiiers in succes-
sion, until the wax swells into a small block,-
the scaiptor bec, wbich xs saîd to lie. srnaller -in
size than the wax-%w.orker, nov excavates thier
block into a col], and tbus tbe work proceeds
frorn the roof' dowzuivards. But, as lias 'been
wvell observed, "lthe construction of the comb
of' the becs, is a miracle wbich overwbelms our
faculties."

In addition to the above, 1 r-ball subroit to ther
reader, a passage frorn tbe Naturalist's Libra.-
ry, illustrative of the social economy of ther
bec :

"cA hive consists of tbe quen, or inother,
bec, tlie worlters varying in number from 10-
000 to 9.0,000 or 50,000, and the males or,
drones, fromn 700 to double that number.

"iThe qucen is the parentof flice bive ;,.and
lier sole province and occupation consiste ln
laying the eggs, frorn -vhich originate tho 'se
prodigious multitudes that p'%ople a. hive, ah'd
ernigrate frorn iL in the course of one sufamr.
In thic height of the season lier fertilityls Lruly
astonisliing, as she lays not fcwcr thgrns00 eg(,gs
per day, and even more whcn the scason i.s par
ticularly wvarrn and genial, and flowers are
abundant; and this Iaying continues, though
at a gradually dirninishiioe rate, tlt -the -ap-
proach of cola wveather in Ôctôber.

"9An opinion bas been entcrtained, tbat thue
qucen is followed in bier progrcss tbrougb the
hive by a nurnber of bier subjccts, forrned in a
circle round bier, and these, of course, bave beeni
regardcd as the qucen's body guartds. The
truth is, bowever, that bier bee-majesty bas no'
attendants, strictly spcaking; but wbercver
suc meves, Lue workcers whorn sbe encounters.
in lier progrcss, instantly and burriedly cicar,
the way before lier, and ail Lurning their Iîeads
towards their approacbing sovereign, lavisix
their carresses upon hier with much apparent
affection, aîid touch bier softly witb their an-
tenn; and these circurnstances, wvbicb may be
observed every bour in the day, have given rise
to thc idea of guards. On one occasion wc
gave bier subjeets an oppertunity of testif'ying
their courage in ber defence, os wvell as their
affection and zeal. Observing bier layiîîg eggs
in tbe c.orb next te the glass of the bive., we


