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WVe can ]lave no hiesitation, it is coIICoived, to teflier to God thec sincere tribute of haie love and
answcr tfins questiona iii the negative. And wve jobedieaice. WVe request you te rccollect wvJîethier
do so in the first place, for this reasun, that pub- you kîîoi naany whe, laabitually forsakingt the
lie wvorsiha 1 as anjoinea by the Alinaglaty, so tliat assemrbly of' Clarist'e disciples, have conducteý
tlie idividual in desertiiig it, is coiîdeaaaaang tiie'aaa- thaenselves in any of Clio relations of' lile, in a
tlaority of' tlic very Bcing %visnsu lie preteaids te nianner wortliy otf beiîag held tifs as exainples to
lionour witlî lais devotîcaîs in privatC. otlacrs. No, îaay bretlarci, there is suhis ia cousiez.

Secondly, there are blcssings whaiclî we ail enj*cay
as a cemmunity or a social body, l'er ivlaicl, enia-
mon seiase tells us, we ouglit te express oaîT grati-
tiade te Goûd in public. Thais is but doiiag- wlait
wu usually approveofet iii aiatters air fer less ian-
pertance.

Thairdly, if it wvotila boc et'f tue grea-teqt Iard-
ships whiicl could be infieteuapuni a people, ta be
deprived altogetier of' the epportuîîity etf pîablicly
acknewledging God, as we have slaewnt it wvould
be, thoen is it tlic daîty et' evcry man te encouragec
by lais presence ia tflie use et' jrayer lia's fraiauls,
laie acqaaaiîtancas, lais dcpenalanits, lis iicioglîtors,
te come te it alongr %vitla huai.

Can any ene asscrt, thon, tlîat a persans may
despîse ait tiiese consideratiens, aiîd yet lsis reli-
gielîs state conitinuce te, lloîîrsli 1 Cun any
oe lay dlaim te the possession eof truac picty, and
yot habitually violate thae, meet express aajunctioias
cf' God 1-to gratitude, and yet ref'use, ia a public
mnner, te thank God for public blessings ?-te
regard for the oef-eia eIsis t'elleov men, anal
yet be utterly careces about tue effect et' lais ex-
ample upon tue mids and conduct eo' those
arotand hlm ?

But wve have te expose a still greater delusion.
le it geaerally, aay, je it ever the case tliet tlacy %vie
fersake the assembling et' tliemselves togetiier arc
distinguislîed for groîvtl in the knoîvledge anal
graces et' the gospel! Wle wveareirathe lieuse
oh' Ged, are tlaey whio have voluntarily remaaned
behind us, eînployingr tlîcîr minds aîaal lîcarts in tic
wvay thant Christiaaity directe lier disciples te de oaa
the first day et' the week ? Do yeu suppose thiat
thesa hovee eo' retiremaent aîad solitude, oaa seang
yeu leava your dwelhiags at tlae heur et' prayeractu-
ally set about the duties in pravate in wlich tiîey
kneîv you are about te, engage in public! 1 l
would indeed be delîghth'ul te have evadeaice thiet
this ie the case-butwe have ne sccl evidence. %Ve
have the ciqareet evidence tatise centrary ? Whoa
is it, again, thiat wve fand most indifl'erent te the
varjous duties wvlich beloîag te man as an iiidividual
and as a membair et' eociety ? Whoe ie iL upon
whose fadelity you feel vourselves -nost disposed te
rely as a servant, as a t'riend, as a master ? Surely
net upon the ma whe sets ait aeught the solemn
invitations to assemble in the lieuse et' God, and te

wtaeo is eareless of' God, %will ever be foaand iiîattua.
tive te file duties claimed frei n iul by lle feli«
creatu Tes.

Truce thacre are numbers tliet maIre it tîjeir prise.
tice rcgulariy to enter flicliouse of' prayer, ti.)
belie ilacîr profé-"sioii by the siaiful course eof thcîr
laves. This, witli regret, %ve tire obliged te con.
fless. Amis-g the prot'essed disciples of' Jestis, the
co of' Ilm %lio is the abject eof aur wvorship, wffi
net l'ail te dCteCt somne wiiase hîearts are flot rigat,
and %who brimg discredit upon thiat holy name by
wiîli t}iey are called. But let us reniemnber, it is
net the services ot'religion thiat, have formcd the
teluper or thiat influence the eenduet of' sticl maen,
Tiîough tiaey may sit lacre, and te ail outward ais.
pearatice, joi an the solemil nets of tis wvorship.
piiig assernbly, yet thîey have iaeitiîer part ner lot
with tlae people et' Ged. Thiough befere God,
God is net in ail tlacir thouglits. The incense they
offer Ilim is uialiallowved; tlîe sacrifices they ptesen;
upon Hlis altar are mainied and polluted, and are
tlîeret'ere an abomination in thie sighlt et' Go.
They only vhîo werslîip in spirit and in truth ; tliet
only who wash tîjeir hiands in innoeency and tiien
encernpass Ged's hely altar ; they en]y wlao
are actuatcd witla tie love of' supreme excel.
lejice, and are desirous, above ail thîîngs, te at.
tain te te a nearer and necarer resemblance te it.
are, in thc sigilit of' the Most hligli, accoianted ILs
servants. AIl otbers, let tiacir exterîaal demeano:
bc %iaat it; may, and let tlae %vorld praîse iL as ;
rnay, are more pretenders, and conscquently tlae:.-
conduet is ne more a reproacli to the public instîtu.
tiens of' religion thnia it is capable cf decciving the
great Beiîag wvhose ey e i n cvery place belaoldîng
tue cvii and the geod.

But %whule there are always Judases te bc foa ni
in tic conapany eof tlic sincere friends of' Jesu,
yct it is impossible te beliove that Jesus lias an «-
friends amengr tiiese whio negîlct Hlis divine insti'
thîtiene. Thie vcriest hypocrite %vhao maIres Isis as»
semblîng witlî tlae faitiaful a cloak for his vice.ý
%vould have boes, in ail probability, a %vorte
man than he ie, laad lie deserted the house ci
prayer. Hers laie laypocriey may occasionally
muet ivith a echeck; haro hie may Icarn that ail his
art is only, at best, te entrap himnecf; wlaile he
imagines timnt heavea winks et his duplieîty, a


