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This Cuntry, it is said, waa3 among the last tu bu brouglit under ite yoke,
but wbexi. onco enthralled it suilk rapidly uiidur its influence, and Sooni
became moi re ensblved than other lantd.s. Scotiand, which liad sucecessfully
resistcd the Roman armies, and retained its national independence against
the xnilitary skill and prowess cf Lhis last and strongest of the four
universal monarchies, ivas ut leiigth. cvercomie, and for nany centuries kept
under subjection, by "1the mina of sin. "

The statu of Scotiaiid froi tho beginniing tu the iaiddlu of the sixteenth
century (flot tu speak cf cenituries before,) was buyoiid mneazure, deplorable.
iMore than one-haif of its wcalth was ini the banfds of the corrupt clergy
and ucclesiastics cf the Chutrch of Ruine. The priesthood, not the
nionurchs, ruled thu kiingdoui, directing ail its civil and political inovements.
The nobles hiad becoine subservient tu the arrogant leaders of Popery.
The Bishops rivailed te Princes cf royal bluod in thec spiendour cf their
est4LblishiIleIlVS and precuded tlic iobility ùi honours. The clergy iii
general were illiturate anid profaneu, given to ail kinùds cf immorulity and
vice. The, abuseýs thuy practised are too lunlerous, and suo of them toc
gross tobe nentioned. By their deceit tidextortici, aid thieinfluence they
acqiredl over the, higl,,ier clusses, they swelled the systein of superstition,
and mxultiphied monasteries, nuiinerieb, aLnd other nurseries cf idleness and
vice, il the îvhole land sîvarined- with monlis, 11.1ns, friars, and canons, of
ail the varions orders wh.ichi their distcrted systeni of ivorship had invented.
The peopleoI "sut iii darknless, and iii the region and shadow of deafli."
The Bible, %vas colicualed from their view, and ifs use prohibited under
heavy penalties. The religions services, if they may be so called, were
' xntunbled ovur iii a, dead language, îvhich, even muny of the priests dia
not understand, and which suo of theiii could scarcely read." (Dr.
McOrie's life of John Knox.)

The doctrines of christianity ivere iuiknown. 0f the worship of one
God, and an approacli to IIim flrougli the one Mediator, the peuple were
entirely ignorant. More prayers were offered to the Virgin Mary, and
other saints, than tu ftie only object of religions worshiip, and the interces-
sions of saints and angels were more employed than the only acceptable
and ail prevalent intercessions of Jesus Christ. The bodies of the dying
weru besieged by covetous, designing, cuiming, and wicked priests. Every-
thing like free enquiry ivas suppressed, and wherever there appeared a
disposition to acquire knowledge, or to examine into the priesteruft whîch
prevailed, there was a danger uf being subjected tu. imprisonient and
death, or ut least a necessity to escape into a foreign land.

Sucli was the, stute cf civil and religions3 intters in Scotlund, before the
minorable IRefcrmation, cf the ulfiinafe prevalexice of which we, have now

the privilege of the Tri-ceiltenuary.
We proceed to notice sonie cf the cause,, whichi led tu this grand ecclesi-

astical rwsolution.
The altises to which ~e, have referred hiad beconio toc ponderous to be

upheld,-tie systein had outstrefched its mnark,-its centre of gravity was
beyond its base. The impositions hiad beccîne toc numerous, and too
enormoiis to deecive persons of any reflectiun, and influence. The trufli
of the systeni begaii to be suspected because it was too gross to be believed,
and toc tottering, to be secure. There were soîne ail ulong îvho suspected,
or suiv tlu'uugh, the inmpostures wvhich were practised : there were some who
seeretly, yet accurately, pried into the prevailing superstitions, and who
coltimunliiczted thuir 'viems tu others in whom theýy could confide. Enqu -iriee
proceeded, liglit dau md andi althougli 1V was inost huzardous to utter a


