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“ DIES IR#, DIES ILLA.”

Day of wrath, that dav of burning,

All shall melt to ashes tuming.

All foretold by seers discermng.

Oh, what fear it shall engender,

When tho Judge shall come in spiendor,
Strict to mark and just to render.

Trumpet-scattered sound of wonder,
Rending sepulchres asunder,
’ Shall resistless summon thunder
Al aghast then death shall shiver, .
And great natare’s frame shall quiver,
When the graves their dead dehver.

Think, O Jesus, for what rcason,

‘Thou cndurced’st carth’s spito uad treason,
Nor e losc in that dread scason.
Secking me Thy worn feet hasted,

On the crrss thy soul death tasted,

Let such labor not be wasted.

Righteous Judge of retribution,

Grant mo perfeet absolution,

Lre that day of exccution. .
Culprit-like, I, heart all broken,

On 1y cheek shame’s crimson token—
Plexd the pardoning word be spoken.

Afid tho sheep & placo decide mo,
And from goats on left divido me,
Sunding on the right besido thee.
When th' accursed away are driven,
‘Lo cternal bumings given,

Call me with the blest to heaven.

1 bescech thee, prostrate lying,
Heart as ashes, coutrite, sighing,
Caro for me when I am dying.

On that awful day of wnilin{;,

When man rising, stands before thee,
Spare the culprit, God of glory!

Religlous Riscellany,
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‘rom the Coloniel Church Chronicle for March.
PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.

Tus possessions which have fallen to ourlot in
India are the most valuable and important that any
nation has over acquired beyond its own natural
boundaries. India comprises nearly 8 million and
a half of square miles, an arca which is equal to the
halfof Europo, leaving out Russia; and, though
near]y two-thirds of the soil are uncultivated, so
thickly peopled are the cultivated districts, that tho
population of India amounted in 1851 to upwards
af 158 millions, (more probably to nearly 170 mil-
lions) & population which is twice as great as that
of the corresponding area in Europe, and which con-
atitutes neariy a quarter of tho whole population of
the world.

Tho smaliness of the number of the English in
Todia is very extraordinary, and is a fact which is
full of significance The wholo of the inhabitants
of India are dircctly under British rule, or they are
ivhabitants of ** rative protected states,”” in which
all proceedings of importance are controlled by a
British ** Resident.” ~ Yet the English in India, to
whom the government of 170 millions of Hindoos
has been committed, do not number 60,000 souls!
‘Tho proportion subsisting between tho English and
the native population, in some of the older provine
ces of British Indiz, is especially extraordinary : for
example, in Tinnevelly and Madura; the two most
southerly ** collectorates,” or provinces in tho Mad-
ras Presidency, amongsta population of more than
threo millions, the number of Europeans, including
civilians and military men, missionaries ¢nd mer-
chants, men, women, ard children, i3 under 300,
and tho Europeans who are directly engaged in tho
work of government jo those two provinces do oot
number a bundred altogether !

It might also be regarded as a miracle that so
tnany should submit to the government of so few ;
but, what reoders it more remarkable is, that they
subwit to it, not reluctantly, but peaceably and
conteatedly.  T'ho people of these pruvinces, as of
all the old settled provinces of British India, are
moro easily governed than tho inbabitants of any
county in England. ‘Chere is only ono rogiment,
and that n regiment of Sepoys, officered by English-
mon, in tho two provinces above referred to, among
a population greater *hen that of Scotland ; and tho
services of that ong rogiment have not been requirod
for anything more serious than routine duty since
1809! Itis often suid that our rule in India rests
upon military forco; but 1 believe it depends far
less upon fore than upon opinion. It rests, douht-
less, in somy degree ou the oninicn of the invinci-
bility, in the long run, of the Eeglish ar.s aod
policy ; 't in a wuch greater degreo it rests w.
the opinion whick the IHindoos, as distinguished
from the Mahommedans everywhere entetain, that
the Epglish Governmeont, whatever bo its faults, is
the best government Indin has seen for many genes
rations ; not equal, indeed, to the paternal govera-
wents of tho golden poetical age, but more than
cqual to the government thut theso prosaic times
bave heard of. ~ It is a mistake to suppose that the
Hindoos feel toward the English the soreness of a
conquered people.  Those of them who know apy-
taing of the bistory of their nation, prefer to repre-
sent matters thus :—* The English never conguer-
ed us, nor deprived us of any power or privilege ;
tbey werely rescued us from the tyranny of our
Mabommedsn conquerors : and in all their battles
we fought with them, side by side, not agaist them.
We are convinced aleo, that ifthe English abua-
doned the country, it would be a loss, not a gair. to
us Hindoos ; for the Mabommedans would again get
the upper haud, and they would give us a far small-
er skare in the government of our own couatry than
we now enpjoy, besides treating us and our religion
with a harshoess and bigotry of which 1l ¢ English
have never shown ue any trace.”  Occasionally, it
is truc, the Hindoos jndulge in the popular Eng-
lish practice of grumbling ; and not without reason,
for the pressure of taxation is in some districts ex-
treme, and the administration of justice is still very
dofective ; but, in so far as the latter particular is
coucerued, it is not the Knglish, but their own coun-
trywen that are blamed, for the fault lies with the
subordinate officials, who are invariably natives,
and the remedy which all Hindoos would propose
is not the expulsio: of the Kuropeans, but such an
inerease in their numbers as would erable thew to
wake their influence felt in every corner of the
country.  Maiuly and ultimately, however, I deubt
not that tho rulo of the English in India rests uei-
ther on force nor on opinion, but on the will of the
Supreme Ruler, the Most High, who has 1aised up
Eongland, and confided race after race, and regions
to her care, that she might “ tell it out awongst the
heathen that the Lord is King.”” Ttcannot be sup-
posed that Divine Providence has placed England
1n 50 bigh s position, and brought about such extra.
ordinary results, tor no otber purpose thao our na.
tional aggrandizement , it was surely in order that
we wight impari to India tke benefit of cur just
laws, our national liberty, and our progressive civi-
lization, and especially that we might impart to it
the knowledge of the religion of Cbrist, that reli-
gion which can alone make any nation goud, or bap-
by, or permanently great.

Our duty, as a Church and naticn, being gener-
ally adwitted, I proceed to give some idea of the
present position of the Christian cause in India, e
pecially in the Presidency of Madms.  Those who
are acquiinted with India, or who bear in mind the
numerous and very peculiar difficulties with which
Indian missions have to contend, will not expect
e to paiut a roso culored picture of wissionary pro-
gress. Progress undoubtedly bas been made, and
vear by year the prospects of Christisnity Lecome
more encouraging ; but the encouragernents are of
such a nature as will best be appreciated by those
whose experience in some work similar to this bas
taught them not to despise the day of small things.

Igt isnot very long ago siuco our Christian gov-
ernment systematically refused permission to mis-
sionaries to labor in India, and openly patronised

heathenism. It administered the affeies of sl the
more important pagodas, and compelled its sercants
to do honor to heathen festivals ; not only so, but I
bave myself scon idols erceted svlely at its expense.
As might patirally bo expected in so unprcipled
an age, tho immoral lives of most of the English
then resident in India wasa scandal to the Chris-
tian name, insomuch that it became a vroverbial ex-
pression that they bad left their cunsciences at the
Cape of Good Hope. Wo have reason to bo thank-
ful that a vory different stato of things now pre-
vails. The character of the Euglish in India bas
gronderfully improved, especially within the last
thirty years, and the Indian Government bas parti-
cipated in the improvement. It has ceased to be-
friend Leathenism,—it bas ceased to regard the pro-
gress of Christianity as a source of danger. 1t
professes, indeed, to observe u strict neutrality
between Christianity apd  heathenism, allowing
every religion professed by its subjects *¢ fair play,
and no favor.”” But this artificial noutraluy 1s
verging (perhaps as _aplly as is compatible with
the circcstances of Joaia) into an enlightened,
prudeut solicitede for the peaceful diffusion of the
blessitgs of Christiavity. The burning of widows
and female infanticide have been put down,—
slatery ' s been abolished,—the ** swing festival,”
and siwilsr cruelties, bhave been prohibited,—in
connexion with all Government business and public
works, Sunday bas been made a day of rest,—cun-
verts to Christianity have been protected by a spe-
cizl enactmient, in the possession of their property
ard rights,—the re-marriage of widows bas been
legaiized,—female cducation has been encouraged,
— . comprebensive scheme of national education
has been sct on foot, in connexion with which the
Grant-ig-ait system has been introduced, aud inis-
sionary schools are no longer excluded from the
benefit of Government Grints.

The Indian Government moves forsard slowly,
but it keeps constantly moviug.—it takes no step
backwards,—and hence, notwithstanding ity cha-
racteristie caution, perhaps there is no government
in the world which has made greater progress, with-
in the time specified, in moral and social reforms.
Whilst we are thankful that the Todian Government
as such, bas improved so considerably, we bave also
much reason to be thaokful for the improvement
whici bas taken place in the lives of €0 many mem-
bers of the Anglo-Indian conuounity. It will be
difficul® to discover angwhere more Christian piety,
in proportion to the size of the community, than
awonggst the English in Iudia. In every distriet, in
every station, with which I am acquainted, there
bas been a succession of men who distinguished
themselves, not ouly by their gentlemanly honour
and by the purity of their lives, but by their Chris-
tian bevevolence and zeal; and such persons render
most important aid to the cause of Missions, not
only by their sympatby and cotributions, but still
wore by the Jnflucnce of their examples.  Whilst
the missionary is preaching Chnstiamity to the
Hiedus, many an English lasman is cxemplifying
to thoe Hindis what Christianty means: without
abandonieg ** the calling wheremn he was called,”
or vivlating any principle of official propriety, he is
proving to a regiment or to an entire province that
the teaching of the wissionaries is true, that Chris-
tianity is ox?iy another name for a holy and useful
life, that it must have come from God, because it
makes men godly,—aad ti:at is an argument which
every man can under:tand, and which no man can
guinsay.

Now that teacbers of Christianity have free access
to every part of India, the old ascertion that the
conversion of the Hindus is imposutle bas been
proved to be afable. In many iustances the jin-
possibility has been accomphshed. Itis quite true
that in many extensive districts the work bas not
et been begun, and that 10 no district have all the
results that have been aimed at been accomplished ;
but cnough hay been accomplished to prove to us
that the work is of God, aad to cRCoUTage us to go
forward ia it with vigour.

We cannot expect in India, or anywhere, to “reap
where we have not sown, or to gather where 1we
bave not strewed :* desultory cfforts in too wide a
sphere cannot be expected to producs the same re-
sults a9 eystematic perserering labers within manage
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