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Question of Lake Freights.

To the Editor o! the Commercial.
Bir,~I have been Intercsted In read-
ing the accounts of 3lie new air line
of railway from Winnipeg to Duloth,
about which so much has been writ-
ten lately, and amongst the reasons
and excuses given for its construetion
f notice one upon which particular
stress has been laid by the Ottawa
correspondent of the Winnipeg 'Trit-
une. viz: that when the raliroad s
compictedd to Duluth, owing to the fm-
mense sizo of the cargo steamaors, trad-
g from there to Bulfalo, that lake
frelglts Wil be materially reduced.
The stavement is also made that
poats enn load to draught of 20 feet
of water from Duluth to Buffalo. Now,
ony ouc who knows anything, under-
stands that the draught of water for
the cargo steamers trading on Lake
Baperior 13 regulated wholly by the
driught througlh the Canadian aund
American canals at Savlt Ste. Marle,
and the depth of water In the 8St.
\ary's river; and while both the new
smeritan and  Canadian locks have
teewt built with a view of loading te
20 feet, the river at present is only
uavigablo for about 16 feet, and just
as large steamers can and do load at
Fort Arthur and Fort Willlam for Buf-
falo a2 at Duluth or Superior. I mizht
add that the largest cargo ever ship-
ped in oue hottom from any port on
{ake Superior was the carga of the
seamer Andrew  Carnegle last week,
wlick: loaded at Port Arthur and Fort
Witiam for Buflalo, with Mauitoba
wheat, nnd had over 182,000 bu-liels
gloard, vver 5,460 tons dead welght.
When the rivers and  waters are
dwepenied to allow steamers drawing
20 feet to navigate them, a steamar
the siz2 of the Carnegie will carry
230,000 bushels of tvhieat, or equnl to
7500 net tons; and shipments of this
st may be made from the Canadian
porta 2t the head of Lake Superior,
as well ay the Ameoriean ones. When
the question of freight rates is con-
sldered-at present the rate from
Part Arthur or Fort Willlam to Bui~
falo {3 1 3-8 cents, a figure s0 low
that o matter how large the steam-
¢ers mizght be, there is no room for re-
¢nttion. Your readers will casily
unéerstand that even with the pres-
tnt draught of water and the size of
the stcamers, they are to~day about

s low as it will ever be po:sible to
geb them.

Regretting that X have had to

e ilmb!;» you to contradict statements

wldeh those who attempt to lead puy-
lic oplnfor shiould know better than to
send out.

GEORGE T. MARKS.
Mayor's Oitice, Port Arihur, May 21,

Winnipeg Prices a Year Ago.

Following were Winny rices this

oereek last year: PeE P

Weat—No. 1 haxd, in store at Fort

lism 63 to §ic for May delivery.

Fior~Local price, per sack, Pat-

‘1;50 §L55 to §1.80; bakers’, S1.75 to

2y zbra‘hl’er ton, $8.

-, Stotls—Per ton, $10.

= Osts~Per bushel, car lots on track,

i Taofeg, 18e to 19¢. Car lots at

ol mtp' points, 10c to 13ec.
Suley~Leling at 17¢ to 18¢ for

% Mlere Car lots at countr ints
-2t 13¢ to I4ec. ¥ PO

Y I‘«(’,L
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o b0 Batter—Datry, good to cholee, job-

= . &8t 102 to 13c as to quallty and
v5 R ereamery 14e. quality
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THE COMMERCIAL

Cliceso.—Jobblng price 7¢ to 7 1-2ec.

Eges~Eresh, jobbing at 9¢ to 91-2¢
and 8e net,

Beef~City dressed, Ge to §1-2c¢,

Mutton.—~Mutton held stock, 6¢c to
Tc¢, fresh 9c.

Hogs—Dressed, 5¢ to 5 1-2¢.

Cattle~Nominal at 21-2¢ to 8c for
butchers’ stock.

Hides—No. 1 green, 4¢ to 41-2c.

Hogs—Live, off cavs, 3 8-8e.

Sheep.—8hoep 'nominal at 4to 41-4¢
off cars.

Seneca Root.~Dry 19¢ 1b.

Poultry.—Chickens, 12¢ 1b; turkeys,
14¢; ducks, 10c; pecse,12¢,

Potatoes—20¢ to 25c per bushel.

Hay.—87 to §9 for baled on track.

Wool—5¢ to 9¢ as to quality.

o ——

Hides, Wool, etc.

Chlcago SBlhoe and Leather Review
says. Sluce our Wednesday report
a block of last summer’s spready na-
tive steer hides was sqld at 91-2¢. A
car lot of Afay natives was taken at
9¢.  Among other sales was a block
of early spring butt brands at Sc, a
jot of 5,000 March heavy native cows
at 81-4c, and several lots of Texas
heavy, light and extreme light all at
81-2¢c. The hide market has been
subject tv extreme [luctuations in re-
cent years. Alay natives are selling
at 9¢ to-day; they brought 1c less &
year ago, 3 1-2¢c more two years ago,
and 3 3-4c less three years ago.

A Torontu repart quotes unwashed
fleeve weoul at 1ic, but the fature very
uncertainn. Hides at Toronto were
quoted firmer at 71-2¢.

Bradstre:t's reports United States
wool markets dull and easy.

Tlhe London market is firm, and
prices zre on a parity with the close
of the previous sale. The London sale
closed Mgy 22. It is estimated that
United States parties bought about
7000 bales at this series.

CITY ASSESSMENT.

The totul assessment of the clty for
the current year amounts to $22,790,~
£40 exclusive of exemptoius, which
amount to $4,863,220, showing a
net increase for the rateable property
of the city over that of 1896 of- over
one-quarter of a million dollars. This
inerease is wholly represented by new
bulldings erected during the year 1896
and improvements added to others
previously constructed, as it exceeds
the redunction made on land and old
buildings by over £85,000. The total
assessment by way of capitalized ren-
tal value for business tax is $3,085,-
930, being a slight inerease in “this
class of assessmont over that of last
yoar. The tota' p pwatlon of the city
taken in connection with this assess-
ment {s shown to be, inclusive of a fair
percentage added for the transient
ana floating population, 3B8,691.

BOOTS AND SHOES.

The Montreal Trade Bulletin says:
Apurt from a fow sorting orders
manufactarers have very little to re-
port. Travellers are going out with
thelir fall samples, but it Is too corly
yet tu Lwear from them, although a
few orders have been yecelved. Re-
tailers report & fair buslness, with
stocks well broken into. Those manu-
facturers who supply Jobbers ave
pretty busy just now, and tho whole
business 1s a8 good as can be expected
for the between season’s trade.
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Conu{nmtive Prices of Staples,

. \ My 14, 157 May 13, 1856
Flour, straight spg $400@ 3425 $3.10 3
Hour; strtight wint $p2o @f:stgg sﬁ.z; (:_G!l. ;gég
Wheat, No. 2red ... $1.00¥% MYe ‘
Corn, No. 2mixed ..  3o}¢ 35k
ﬁ.m,\{\o. z.‘.,l.. . 23%¢ 3ie
¢, No. 2 western
gir:cy. Ko '3, Milw e e
otton, mid. up! 13-16c e
v Print cioﬂis, GyxGy 7; 73 160 2 931465
Wool, Olno & P X 19@) 20¢ 16¢
Wgol, No, 1 embyg . 234 24¢ 19 (1, 21¢
Pork, mess, new 756 $g.23 7S 75
Lard, prime, cont’t 1 15¢ $-55424.90
Butter, ex. creamery . 15¢ 1o
Cheese, ch, east, fty | 1o¢ 9¥c
Sugar, centrif, of 335 10 4%c
Sugar, ;ir.‘mulgtcd q 9 16¢ I3
Coffee, Rio, No.7.. .. S¥e 4@ 1854
Petroleum, N. T, Co $35¢ $t.20
Petroteum, efd gal,., 623¢ 6 o3¢
*iron, Bess, pe ... $g.23 5-2‘35
*Steet Billety, ton,...  $13.73 $19.50
*Steel Ruils.. ovennne S20.0
Oct:én Slc:\lx:: Freignts
rain, Laverpoot, r55d
Cnuu;:, Liverp’l, 9~u§d 3-3:3
*Pittsburg,

ENLARGING THE MILLS.

Montreal, May 27.—The Montmor-
ency Cotton company is making ar-
rangements to erect an immense new
cotton mil: at Drummondville, utiliz-
ing the rapids on River St. Francis.
It will employ abvout 1,500 hands. The
management has turned $o foreign
countries for customers. It is the in-
tentlon to manufacture on an elab-
orate scale for the markets of China

and Japan, Carelui personal insp:e-
tion of those markets by the agents
of the Montmorency comp.any hascon-
vinced the management that an im-
mense field for trade lies

sndeveloped
in these countries. »u re

CLEARING HOUSE RETURNS.
Tho following are the returns for
week ending May 27th, 1897,

To&tlal tor \\;eck ending Ctearings Balences

ay 27,1891...... 970, 4§24 v}
o:&d;o‘x;_ \;’&%k cading $ 004M 9180159

ay 26, 18% .cvnuuiven 2 7,2
Total for week ending Bo.218 157,270
Alay 27, 1895, ..., 952733 255,80

THOUGHTFUL SUBSCRIBERS.

Quite 2 number of our sabseribargs
lave cen thouglitful enough to send
in thedr renewal subseriptions, since
the Commercial office fire. To all
these we say thank you. Following i3
i sample of the letters coming in:

Landers, B. C., May 13.
The Commertial, Winnipeg;

Enclosed herewith $4 subseription to
your paper. Presume overy little
helps, and after the fire will no doubt
be needed.  THOS. MCNEELY,

General Merchant.

The old establishied firm of Adam
Hope & Co., wholesale hurdware mer-
chants, of Hamiiton, Ont., have call-

d @ meeting of their creditors. They
allege that their dilficulties are due
to financial losses and a continuouy
shrinkage of vales during the last two
about $£85,000, and they expeet to
years. Their  total llabilities are
obtaine «compromise. The firm i3
oge of the oldest in the trade in Can-~
ada.



