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AR CORMBMBROLAL,

Britisﬁ _Golumbia Business Review.

10wing to the tatiway blockade west, tho follawin
bhudeet for our British Columbia department, lntende!
for Tie Comsrrrias of March 27, did nov come to hand
in time for that fssue. A doublo supply 13 accordingly
given thisweeky
Vaxcocvir, March 20,
Tho trade of the province may besaid to bo
at tho lowest obb of the yenr, prior to the influ.
onces of spring afficting it. All tho money-
making operations are lirgely suspended, aud
merchants are waiting anxiously for business to
revive. Tho prospects aro in favor of a very
busy acason swhen it (oes open. ‘The building
of the BBurard Inlet and Fraser Valley Railway
to conuect with the Northera Puqifia is locked
forward t in Vancouver In Viotoria hopes
ore centred in the cons'r sotion of the Victoria
and Sydney railway, and the undertaking of
the Canada Westera. Hundreds of people are
looking forward ‘v opening of navigation in the
KooteLny cenatry, to got in there and await
miniog devel:pmeots, ~ L'ne tule of the Silver
Kiog 'mine at Nelson is veported, but, winle
. there is good grounds for believing that the
s.le has buon ¢ some extont consummated, it
may bs muoths before all the preliminaries are
completed. Ia fact, the salo, at 51.809.000.
may bo s3id tu be conditivnal, Tho building of
the N+lwoo and Foct Snhepherd, of the Kasls
and Slocan railway, and ot the Canada Pacific
rallway from Rovelataks to Arrow Lake, and
from Nakusp intn Slacan will bo factors of
geeat importa co in relation to the progre:s of
the Kootenay conntry  Various other schemes
are uuder consideration, but the above appear
at the present time to be most probable ot ac-
conrplishment this year There i3 on the whole
cvery indicatina of great aotivity in Ko.teoay,
and now that oro is actually being shipped out
of the Slocau, and a amelter in process of com
pletion, wo may reasonally anticipate that the
era of miniog development has begun for this
province. Then in the Qkanagan country, the
work in the vicinity of the Bouandary, tho
placing of steamers oo the Okanagau Lake by
the Canadian Pacitic Railway, aod the chartar-
iog of the Usogoos and Ukanagsn Railway may
be looked forward to as indications of progress
in that district. Porhaps there never were so
many large and important ent:rprises in pro
cess of prohulle jucubation as at the presoat
tene 1 ihe provioee, ond whiie 1t has been
sharivg the universnl dej ro-sivn, unl io respect
of real ertate overdune ite f fot the tune being,
the eyes of the firaacial world aro Leiog turuod
tusisds it a8 a field of wivestuont, and the
stat.ment is made adiiscdly aud with a hoow
ledge of the facis. S,wc very large invert.
ments have been made recontly, sod very
much larger ones are uuder comsideration,
Amung these may be mentioned the selling of
the towusite of Mwion eity, and 3,500 acres of
adjoinivg farm lands by J. N. Herns, M.P.P.,
and the Messrs. M. r-hon and Timberlake. of
Vauncouver, for $650,000, to a sydicate of Now
York capi alists. 13 1s understood that the
syndica'e in question hasacquired the lands
fur railway purposes, but that the p rticular
scheme 1n hand has not been disclosed, and o
great deal 18 left to imagloation. But 1t may
be cafely condluded that it is not for nothing.
It may aleo with safety be asnounced that
British capital to a Jargo extent is being inter-
ested in properties rcazhming into the mithioay,
Tue CoMMERCIAL has always accepted a con.
sarvative view in mattera of this kind in British
Columbis, but there is little reason to doubt
that very important developments will be
brought abous during the year, At the presant
time, however, business is anything but good.

fAining Returns,

Last week the Mivister of Mines presented
his report for 1892 to the Legisiature. From
it, it appears that tho gold exports for 1832
were $399,525. Thesa have been steadily de.
creasing sinco 1857 and the past year was no
oxception. Cariboo and East Kootenay returos
show a falling off in the quantily mined, at
tributable to well worked placer claims having

become barren. Thero is an increasing activity
in tho prosccution of the mining industry, but
littlo to report as to the result of dovelopment
of different ledges and hydraulic workinga.
in West Kootonay great aotivity io miving
countinues, many claims have shipped ore, the
rosult of which is not stated. It is anticipated
the output of gold for 1893 will be inoreased hy
tho operations of hydraulis companies iu Yale,
Lilleoet and Cariboo.

Platinum oxports were about 83,560. Opera-
tions on the Tulameen river claims, Yalo, are
exrioctcd to be resumed soon on au oxtensive
scalo,

Statistics are as follows: Total gold and
silvor exportssinco 1838, 833 631.509 : total
pumber of mon employed, 1892, 1,340; averago
yearly earniogs per man, $208 , gold output ia
Cariboo, $204,000; ditto Cassiar, §28,950;
claims recorded, Weat Kootenay, 1,704 ; tran-
sfers, do., 940 ; claima recorded, Iast Koote-
nay, 134,

The coal output for 1892 was 826,335, as
against 1,020,067 tous for 189!, as follows:—

ansimo 433 386, Wellington 290,370, East
Wellimgton 33,650, Union 638,923, Coal on
hand Jauwuary 1, 1892, was 33,243 tons. kx-
ﬁorts in 1892 were 640,679 tous, as follows,—

anvimo 307,623, Wollington 238,400, Last
Wellington 28,000, Union 66,5656. Total homo
cousumption, 196 224; an hand (. .aary 1, 1893,
22.955 tons. Tho report eays, —

¢ The apparent falling off in trade should not
be regarded as retrogressive but as it really
wae, tho result of prudent and far sceing policy
on the part of the managors of the cosl {udustey
in the province, and at the same time an evid-
en:oof their stabil tyand ficancial strength in
commercial emergency. Foreign trado has re.
vived, and the ou.pat of coal is regaining its
former volume and activity. The prospects of
the .oal trado of the pruviuce are bright and
hea’thy, both as to increased produciion and
trade ”

There were 46 colliery accidents roported,
fortv being slight and severe, six fatal, In the
Nanaimo culliery there ware employed 1,159
whites, 43 boys, 185 Chinese—total hauds,
1,367: minors’ earniogs per day, $3 to £5. In
the Wellington colliery there were G632 whites,
33 boys, 100 Cainsse—niners’ earoiagy, $3 to
4 50 per day. In ibe Bast Welling*on colliery
aere were 118 white, 16 boys and 18 Chinese—
miners’ wages, $3 to5 In the Union colliery
thero were 250 whites, 70 Japanese, 200 Chiacse
— miners’ earnings, 3 to 4.50 pec day, Atthe
N srth Thoumpson colliey (Kamloops CGoal Co.)
there weio eight whites employed av $2.5v to
325 per day.

Brict Businoss Notes.

¢x lly Bros., contractors, Westminster, are
gucceeded by Gilley & Rogers.

Dobsoa & Sim, Van:ouver, wool dealers,
succeeded by W. I, Sim & Co.

W. J. Weems, frait aad cigars, Naraimo,
left town ; sheriff in possessios.

Aongus McAualey's tailoring busaaess, North.
ficl ¢ has been sold.

Calderwoyd & Co., men’s furnishirgs, eto.,
Vauacouver. sold out to E. G. Goldberg.

Arthur & McCrimmon, Victiria, steam laua.
dry, have dissolved. M.Ucimmon continues,

R. deauchamp, fruit anl fish, Victoria,
sheriff in possession.

Nelson & Uawin, hotel, K wmloops, dissolved.
Nelson continues,

M. L. Davis & Co., geocsrs, Vansouver,
dissolved. F. Filion coatinues.

Jos. Paoenix, grocer, Victoria, burn ed out,

Calbreath, Graot & C)., genersal store, Tele-
graph Creek, have compromised at 403 on the
dollnr.

Mr. Hamil:on Byers has vesigned the manage.
ment of the Galena Tradiag Company’s busi.
ness, Pilot Bay, and is putting up & store at
Kaslo, where he will open up a compl. t2 stock
of hardware, .

Application has been made to wind up the
Commonwealth Co., Weostminster.

A. J B:H, Chilliwack, harness, has sold out
to Robinson & McRae.

W. H, Jenkioson, jeweller, aud Waltor
Ruasell, tobaccos, both of Victoria, hive heon
burned out,

The plaat of tho B.C. Tanning Co., Nanaime,
is advertised for salo by auction.

Galbraith, Grant & Cook, goneral stava,
'Lolegraph Creok, dissolved. Grant rotires.

‘Tayuno, Henshaw & Turner, manufasturers’
agents, Vancouver, dissolved A G ‘Thyuno
continues

Tho estate of the late C. D. Chapmaa,
joweller, Vangouver, sold out to Geo. K.
Forey

R. J. Armstrong. grocer, Westminiter, has
sold out to A. Meclnnes.

Canuing, Walker & Co , fruits, flowers, ote,
Vancouver. have dissolved. Walker continucs

Iusley & Porks, Vancouver, have sold oat
the Leland House to Wm, Hamilton.

British bark Natuna has been towed to Vane
oouver from Portlsad, where she will load lam-
bor for Pozt Pirie.

The Amorican barque Harry Morae, 1,313
tons, has boen towod te Vancouver. Sho is
under chacter to load iumber at Moodyville for
Shanghai.

The American bark Seminole sailed from
Moodyvilie on Friday for Mexico. She has on
board 1,040,913 fect of fumber, valued at
$8,000.

Tas Mroiyville Midl Crynpany ars now pre
%n:ing an oxhibit of lumber for the Worll's

air. :

J M Pearson, fron Maaitoba, contemplatss
sfarting o creamery in the Fraser calley,

The British ship Geyfe, 1,089 tone, Capr.
Boberts, 112 days out from Carduff, with o
genoral cargo consigned to tho naval aterekeeper
at E:quimalt, has beon charterad to load lumber
at the Hastioga mill.

Callwell & Lawis, merchait tai'ors, Nanai-
mo, have dinsolved partnorship; the former
will continue the business,

A Portland firm bas recen'ly bonded a largs
iron claim on Uculet Harbor, Barclay Soand,
and coatemplato the ercction of furnacos for
smelting.

Tae Aoglv Columbiaa Cinpany, wih hoxd-
quarters in London, Eaglaad, has estabiished o
branch at Vancouver, with G, D. Mackay as
mangiog director.

Calvert Simpion, late mamager of the
Hastiogs Mill store has been appointed maaa
gec of Tunos, Duan & GCo's ship chaud
lery store, Vaucouver.

Last week the Westmiaster & Vaacouver
Tramway Co, carried through to Vancouver the
first oxpress in bond from eastern Canada ove
the Great Northern Railway,

Campbi It & Dsherty, Westmiastor, the Naw
Yok tailors, ave dissolving partaership,

‘I'wo more natioas will soon have their Con-
sulate flags flying in Vancouver, Icis expected
that Swi'z:rland and Mexico aud probably
Italy will appoiat Consals for this port.

An Eoglish syadicate is now establishing a
praoe plantation on  Whitby Island, A thou.
sand acrss wil bs utilized, the goil being all
good and fertile,

Lae staamae Corquitlam, which weat nocth
two weeks sgy on a halibut fishing cruise for
the Port & Wiach C),, retaroed to Vancouver
last wesk with 30,000 1bs of fish, the greater
portion of which was caught in one day. = She
has returned north agaio.

The new machiaery for the British Columbia
Milling & Feed Co., Westminster, to be used in
tho manufacturs of oatmesl, rolled oats, split
geas, grabam flour, pearl barley has arrived.

t will be sot up imm-=diatoly, and got iats run-
niog order as soon as possible,




