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This supplementary number of TrE CuyMMER-
ctar will undoubtedly fall into the hands of
many persons not reguler subezribers, as sever-
al thousand copies will be printed for free dis-
tribntion. Some who chanzs to receive this
- number, may wish to know something about
the journal. THE COMMERCIAL, as its name
implies, is primarily & paper for business men,
Ita columns ure filled with matter pertaining to
trade, commerce, manufactures, inance, insur-
ance, marketraports, etc. Its particular field is
Western Canada. While considerable space is
given to general cpiamercial matters, particolar
attention js given to commercial progress and
development in Western Canada.

The regular issus of Tnr Comurrcian {of
_ which this number is & supplement) contains
thirty-two pages, the pages being the same size
as this supplement. It is printed on & fine
quality of papes, and every effort is made to
turn out a neat, clean and readable journal, It
_ is poblished woekly, at Winnipeg, Canads,
and will be mailed to any address ia Canada
the United States or Great Britain, for $2
per annum (8s 4d) in advance.

Psyraona, either at home or abroad, who wish
L to leatn 2omething about the vaat region known

.

X

as Western Canada, will‘ find Tur CoMMRRCIAL
a valuable aud interesting paper. Itsaim isto
give oanly reliable information about the couu.
try. A representative of the paper visits every
settled portion of the country at least once a
year. The great provinco of British Columbia
is given spscial sttention. A branch editoriat
and businessofficeismaintainedinthecity of Van-
couver,and anable writer ison thoground there,
giving hiswholeattention to thatprovince, ‘Chus
Tur CoMmuERCIAL is kept in touch with all
parts of the country, and in this way the
journal has earued an eaviablo reputation for
reliable information concerning \Vestern Caa.
ada., This paper has long beco looked upon us
an authority on matters conceraing that portion
of Canada west of the great lakes of the St.
Lawrence.

Tue CouMERCIAL is now in its tenth year
of publication. It may thercfore be said that
it has grown up with the country. At the
time this paper was established, the develop.
ment of the country was just nicely started.
Railways were just gaining a foothold i the
country, and the great \West was only beginning
toawakento a newlife. Since that time progress
has been rapid, and now that we are sately
through tha experimental stage, we muay hopo
for even greater progress during the next ten
years.

To those who are not acquainted with Tue
CoMMERCIAL, wo wonld say, that this journal
has no political intereats to zerve, Its politics
will be the welfare of Western Canada.
Political questions are discvased only in their
relation to commerce. Most important politi-
csl questions have a commercial side, and it is
therefore sometimes necessary to discuss 2
matter which is at the time within the realm of
party warfare. The aim of Tax CoyMMERCIAT,
however, is to keep free from the influences of
party, creed, or clique.

Area of Western Canada.

The area of Western Canada is 20 vast, that
it can hardly be grasped by the mind, except
by numerous comparisons. Western Canada
is ganerally understood to include that portion
of the Dominjor lying between that great in-
Iand sea of fresh water kuown as Lake Super-
ior and the Pacific coast, and north of the Un.
ited States. Starting from Port Arthur on
Lake Saperior, a person can travel 2,000 miles
westward, before reaching the western limit
of the oountiy, while from north to south the
distance is even greater.

Weatern Cansda comprises the two provinces
of Manitoba snd British Columbia, the three
organized territories of Aasiniboia, Alberts,
and Saskatchewan, the unorganized tercitory of
Athabaska, the district of Keewatin, besides a
vast area of unorganized and largeli: unexplored

erritory fariher north. A small strip of the

provinco of Ontarfo, lying west of Lake Super-
for, is also included in the somowhat vague
torm of Western Cavada. Tho area of the dif-
fereut divisions of Western Canada is as fol-
lows :~—

Province of Mauitoba .. 73,050 Squarc Miles

Province of British Colu:nbia «vee.. 383,300 ¢ “
District of Keewatiti .iivvierannn,s 282,000 ¢ o
Territory of Alberta. .. ., eovenen 106,100 #
* of Assinibofa ciieues ees . 83,685 .
Y of Athabaska ..eveevivens 104,600 “
‘  of Saskatchewan ..... . 107,002 ¢ b
Unorganized reglon .evveveecnnnes £59,000 ¢ '
Northern lslands o...voevsnaeeas oo 800,000 ¢ .
North.west Ontario and Hudson .
bay distzict ..., tensesscaas 250,000 ¢ "o
Total L.iceienas  caseeed 2,558,033 square miles

This s a vast expause of tervitory to be sure,
aud the reader will wonder what the total area
of Canadla i», when ouly a portion of it reaches
such figures. By adding about 1,000,000 square
miles to the area of Western Canada, the total
area of the Dominion, east and west will be ob-
tained, or about 299,000 square miles less than
the coutinent of Europe. A few comparisons
may help the reader to grasp the immensity of
this territory.  Manitoba, the smallest of all
the divisions of Western Canada, is 13,000
square miles larger than England and Wales;
about 10,000 square miles more than twice as
large as Ireland; nearly seven times as large as
Belgium; five times as large as Denmark; three
times as large as Greeco; considerably more
than twice as large as Portugal ; six times as
large as Netherlands ; nearly seven times as
large as Egypt. British Columbia is consider-
ably more than three times as large as the Un-
ited Kiogdowm ; nearly Lalf as large as India ;
79,000 square miles larger than Cape Colony ;
140,090 square miles larger than Austria-Hun-
gary ; 180,000 equare miles larger than France;
175,000 square miles larger thau Germauy ;
three and & half times larger than Italy ; 70,-
000 square miles larger than Sweden and Nor-
way. The district of Keewatia is nearly as
large as Sweden and Norway ; Alberts is as
largo as Italy; Assiniboia is three timesaalarge
a8 Scotland; Athabaska is nearly twice as large
a3 Eogland and Wales; Saskatchewaa is nearly
a8 large a8 Turkey in Europe. And then there
is the vast northern and Hudson bay vegions,
larger than the Tarkish empive, including
Egypt and its other African and Asiatic divi-
sions and dependencies, with JAuatrie-Hungary
thrown in to make vp the balance.

These comparisons could be continued in-
definitely, but enough have bLeen given. Elie-
where in this paper is an acticle upon the popu-
lation of Western Canada, which shows the
total populationof thisimmenseregion tobennder
350,000 souls, If Western Canada were settled
as closely as Ecgland and Wales, the population
would be approximetely 1,300,000,000 ; if the
province of Maniteba, the smallest of all the
divisions of Western Canada, were settled as -
closely as Belginm, the population would be
approximately 40,000,000 ; if all Canada, east
and west, were settled as closely as Egypt, the
population would be ia the neighborhood of 2,-
150,000,000. Of course there is 3 portion of
the northern region which is not suitable for
settlenent at all, and alao a considerable por.
tion which will not likely ever support more
than a limited population. But after allowing



