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O NE afternoon, ain A niericati newslap)ernan ran across
th2 editor or one or the most prominent Paris

evcning newspapers. He was sitting on the terrasse af the
Cale de la P>aix, and upon the table in front of him was a
glass of absinthe. Hardly an hour beore had occurred a
calamity which had stirred Paris to ils centre. More than
i00 people, the flower of French fashion, liad been burned
to death in the ruins af the Bazar de la Chanite. The
news had been brought to the boulevards by word of
mouth; hundreds of victimts, was the report, anid among
them ail the great people of the old regime. It was the
biggest piece of news in 2o years.

The editor-in*chief beckoned to the itl..trican and
pointed ta a seat beside him. He was greatiy exciîed,
alîhough he assumned calmness.

Il Vhat a desola'.ing thirig it is 1Il» he cried. IlAh, my
fricnd, France has received a cruel blow ! Weil, we must
bear up; we mlust have fortitude."

He went on, waxing reminiscent, then poetical.

Presently, the American's nose for news impelled hîm
ta remark that none cf the papers seemed yet te have gel
out an extra.

The Frenchman's glance was reproachful. IlAlways
thinking af the dollars! What a practical people, you
Americans! Il

The Amnerican cxplained rather strongly that trust-
worthy news rcga<dig dt calamity would relieve publie
anxiety; as yet, there was nothing but rumars.

"lAn extra!>'l ec).oed the editor again. Then, with an
injured air, he pulled out his watch.

IWhy, rny dCaT fellow, do you know that 1 dine in
half.an-hour ?"I

The Amrneican laughted, impolitely.

"«roniorow, rny friend, to*morrow," said the French-
man, "«You will be able te read it ail to*morrow. Il is
tee late this evtening."

It was then not six o'cloclc. At seven, the Presse, a
puny little sheet, publishced late te givc %lhe resuit of the
race!:, had noe information about the ire. At to a religious
paper, The Croix, got out an extra. lîs pninting effice ad-
jnined the scene ai thc disaster and some af its compositors
had helped at the rescue; but il priitcd nothing but the
rumors cf the szrect. Toward midnightý two or thnec ef the
cvening paliers, the reporters o! which hiad finishcd thcir
dinners and made thc usual rounds oi the theatres on free
ticket; tumbled over each other at the police station near-
est the scent of the disaster. They gai ne ncws, but sorte
cxîras came eut aiinunicstg ini big type thc tacts that every-
body knew.

In ihe marning, ecai the paliers had two or ihre
columuns, flot marc than zooo words, stili rumons. On the
second day they prinled the police relions. On the third

day the news began ta be somieiliing like trustwonîhy, and
was ai the character that an Americanl paper would have had
in press withiti an itour. Theare was a diagramn of the seene
o! the fire, and two or tlirce liasîy si<etches ai the ruins
were given ini ane af the most cnterprising papers. But il
was only when tht weelcly illustrated papers came out, on
the fourth day, that the ruai story af calainity was told
From that tinie until the expiration of thrue weeks thte nuws
came eut in driblets, and at the end oi the month the
French press, with niany repetitions, had told such a story
oi the bur:aing of tlie B2zar de la Chiante as an endinary
American paper in a town of 50,000 people would have
told upon the !ollowing marning. This litile incident, the
Amencan newspaperman thought, struck the keynote af
French journalismn.

The French papen gives, almost invariably, as its leading
first-page article, ils onîe editanal, which is usually a column
and a hait in length. It is political, allen red-hot, sorte-
timcs poetic. Following tIis is generally what are calied
IlEchoes," which consist af a column or so of malier,
frequently intended ta be humorous, reprinted tram Englisit
papers or from magazines. In this deparîment the French
find their American news, which consists, for the most
part, ai h:ghly ingeniaus theories regarding the pursuits oi
Ameticati millionaire-s, or preposterous yarns showing off
the suppesed custams af higher circles ai society among
"lthe counttymen oi Clara %Vard," as the French refer te us.
After the Il Ecîtees Il camte a lcw telegnams tramt haIi*a-dozen
provinces, usually abeut fires, floods or stnkes, or the cele-
bration af the unveiling of a statue. The unveiling o! a
statue is the reporter's strong point ; he aîever thinks ai
writang less ihan twa columns about it, and, if the maiter
is sent by telegraph, il always excceds in space ail other
telegraphie news. Unless the President as on one oi his
junlceting tours throuth the country, these telegrams,
amauntisig in aIl ta an average ci hali a column, are ail the
tclegraphic news the papier ruceives, except the forcign tele-
gramns troni the agencies. If the President is on his travels,
the editor spares no expense ; each Paris newspapen dops
his steps, and the reporter telegraphs hotly eveny detail-
every lime the President opens bis mouth, every wond.îhat
he utters is telegraphed; his cloîhes are describcd in full
every lime he changes theni; the Parisian newspaper prinîs
in leaded type the bill1 of rare af every mncal lie sits down ta.

Aiter the telegraphic news, the French paper presents a
celumn entitled 'lInformation." This is iiiade up oi the
routine reports af the Governmcnt offices, relating pninci-
palîy te the changes in clerlcships. Then cames the± court
news, and, confined te thc smallest space, the reports af
the proceedings in the Senate and Chamber of I)eputies,
also presented as a matter of routine. Folîowing these is
the local news-always cancentrated under the heading
IFaits Divers," or "lParis au jour le jour." Ali the news

of Paris, much of it exceedingly pîcturesque, is hure boiled
down ta paragraphs. It makes an Amican reporter
hcartsick ta se the waï in whîch 'lbeatiifl mmniec" Il e

sniothencd. Aier the 'l Faits D)ivers"I camnes a half-column
of similar malter rclating to the suburbs. Then follows
the theatrical news, which is in two divisions. The finst is
the criticism afi ncw plays, written by the critir who is a
great man on Fîrench papers ; the secand, anoiht. critiéism,

December, 189()


