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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Ax Eptror Dip It —Secrotary of tho Interior Ifoke Smith, the Georgia
editor whom President Cloveland honored with a seat in his cabinet, al-
though he wos go little koown outside of his own stato as to bo facetiously
described as Mr. Hoax Myth by the newspapors, has proved himseif any-
thiog but a hoax and a myth, 88 by a singlo stroko of tho pon it is said ho
_ has saved tho country $20,000,000 annually. Ho has given a docision in
& ponsion caso construing tho phrase * disability, not of sorvice ongin,” so
« g8 to limit it to disabilities proventing the applicant from carniog support by
wsnua!l labor.

Toe Avuax Steausa:r Lixe 70 BE INcORIORATER.—It is now roported that
¢he Allan Steamship Company is 1o bo transferred to a himitod habihity cor-
jontion, about being organized. Tho reason assigned ia that since the
«leath of the founders of tho line the ownership in the company has been
distiibuted amongst a numbor of heirs, and itisdifficult to srrive at definits
conclusions as 10 the best course to bo pursuod in tho mansgement. Fastor
x1d botter boals aro wanted both for froightand passonior business, but some
of the hors declino to assume tho added liability,and thoonly way out of the
Jifficn ty is o sals to a powerful stock company with a large capital,

Benine Sea AppirraTioN.—8ir Charles Russell hes presonted tho British
gide of tho Boring Sca cass in a most masterly manner, snd any one who
hzs followed the arguments on both sides must bo convinced that thero can
be only one ovtcomo of the caso, and that a decision in favor of Great Bri-
¢ain  Sir Charles wss fortified at every point with confirmatory evidenco
o< hig statoments, and his vory sceurate briof is ovidence of tho caro with
srhich the case was propared. It roflocts mo smail credit on tho associato
counsol, Hon, Charlea H. Tuppor, to whoin a 2a0s$ iruportant part of the pre-
pantory work was assigned, and shows thot Canada’s sons mover fail in
casrying out tho tasks sssigned to them.

Seniva Froons.—Disasters to property from floods havo beon a distin-
- guishing foataro of tho month of May, and thoe area affected has been
znormous. In Ontario and Qaeboc tho Ottawa River overflowed its banks
and submerged tho adjacent valleys, doing groat damage In the United
States the Mississippi and its numerous tributaries havo beon swollen with
doods and whole sections overfiown, the damage resulting mounting away
up in tho millions  Whilo this continent hes been receiving more than its
fair sharo of rainfall, Europo, espocially tho juicy island of Great Britsin, has
gxperienced a period of unprecodented drought that seriously threatoned the
“¢rope. In Russia 8o g.avo was tho cri-is that prayers wero pablicly offored
{n all the churches for rain. The much desired rain lins como at last, a boon
fo tho Russians,but in the Southoro and Western Umited States, whoto water
I genorally proferrod with a stick in it, it is just now a curss,
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Tue Coxtxa INTERNATIONAL YAcur Race.——The dofeat of the Falkirie,
tho Earl of Dunraven’s yacht, by the Britannia, the Princo of Wa'es' yacht,
in n recont race bodes il for tho success of tho Valkyrie in the coming Inter-
natiopal yacht raco in Now York. Tho Valkyrie, it is truo, had hor bow-
sprit carriod away when within o milo of the finish, but the reports say sho
would have beon sccond unyway, as tho Brifannia had outsailed her on all
pointa. Tho Konormnnco of tho Valkyrio must have proved a bitter dieap-
pointmont to her plucky owner, who had hor constructed sspecially to carry
off the International cup, but still sho may prove herself bottor adapt-d to

tho Amorican course than tha English, and the covoted prize may yeot bo
won,

Tae Garpens.—Wo havo had a lato spring, but even now a visit to the
Public Gardens will prove onjoyablo, and it issurprising tonoto tho rapidity
with which vegatation has advenced within the past fow days. Tho choico
golection of shade trees have sprung into leaf, tho well-tonded lawne are omor-
uld groen, oven the skillfully laid out flower beds are mado attractive by foliago
plants and the hardior flowers. Merry children romp along the paths or
foed tho stately awans and cackling goeso, Nurse msids, as of yore, negloct
their charges for their soldior lovers, and couples of higher degroo
spoon in secluded nooks or Jook suspiciously unconscious at the passer by,
1ho Gardons, under the tasteful caro of Supt, Power, aro always s delight
and pride to overy citizen.

Tarter Revony 1y TRE UN1TED STaTES.~—Presidont Cloveland and his
cabinet aro now carefully studying the tariff, with tho detorminstion to meot
the coming Congress with well digested recommendations for sweeping
reductions in tho present McKinley Act. This logislation will of coursoe
have to originate with Congrets, but the Presidont in his latter to that hody
has tho privilego of recommending such legislation as ho may deem essentisl,
and as bo is in political nccord with both brauches his opivions will carry
weight, e is in receipt of communications from all sections of the
Union giving the writers’ viows on tariff changes, but what particularly
ploases tho freo traders is the summoning to Washington of David L. Welts,
the great apostlo of free trade. to consult with tho administration on his pet
thoory.

B’(;mo or Works Boox-KeeriNe.——The revelations made through tho
investigations of Mr. Scott into the mothod, or want of method, with which
the Looks of tho Board of WWorks havo beon kept show an inexcusabls
amount of carcle:sness that might havo resulted in losing the city an
immoanse smount of monoy. Tho porfect honesty ond high character of
clork McNutt are guarantecs that no loss wes made to his profit, but the
quostion arises, may not some schoming memboers of the board havo profited
largely through tho laxity of the book-keeping? The uns rable audatin
of the books, the lack of vouchors, the unbalsnced cash accaunt, now make
it almost impossible to answor this question with certuin'y, and **a nave*»
tako with a grain of ealt tho statomont that tho city has not lcst a dollar.
Mr. Scott did his work as far as ho wont thorough!ly and well, and his ro-
port was carofully drawn so as not o cast unjust suspicior on any one.
Why then is ho not allowed to completo bis work T And why all this heat
against bim?  This wo confess is an indication of a guilly conscience some-
whero, and in the interest of the public we domand a full and free investi-
gation.

WiLL Norway Sccepe.—Norway and Sweden have beon going on so
peacefully and prosperously of late years that the serious difficulty botween
the King of the united countries and his Norwegian subjects has caused
surprige by its unoxpectedness. Tho troubly arose through the refusal of the
King 0 appoint Norwegians to the consular service. The Foreign Min-
ister has always been a Swede, and as n consequonce ho has appointed his
countrymen to diplomatic aud consular positions Tho Swedes have an
heredi:ary nobility, but the Norwegians have not, and the titled mombers
of tho former nationality have been tbe more ornamental than useful repre-
sentatives of the countries abroad. The Norwegiauns have their own parlia-
ment, tho Strotbing or Great Court, consisting of one chambor, and a yearago
it pasaed a biil providing for o soparate consulsr service. This tho King
votoed and tho Ministry resigned. A compromiss was effected by which
the Ministry rotained uffico, and tho Strotbing voted the supplies, the King
ssking a year's postponement of tho question Ho did nuthing howover.
Tho S rothnng hasagaio convened and repassed the vetoed bill oniy to bomet
by ancther veto, and now King and people are at sword's point. The
Stroth ng is clected for a fixed torm of threo yoare, only half of which term
has ox;nred, 2o tho King cannot proroguo it and appeal t the peopte. In
fact the Ministry has resigned and tho Strothing has adjourn d withoat
voting tho supplies. A confhict senms unavoidable, and may end in tho
socession of Norway snd tho establishmont of a ropublic.
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