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PERE TELIX.

Os Monday, July 4th, Pere Felix, the celebrated French
preacher, died ut Lille, at the great age of 85.  He was buon at
Neuville on July 28, 1806, and made his studies at the Sciuinary
of Cambrat. At the age of 27, then already iu Holy Orders, he
Joined the suciety of Jesus, of which he beeatne une of the chicf
ornaments.  In 1855 he vecupied the pulpit of Notre Dame with
greatb suceess, still shadowed as it was by memories of Ray ‘gnan
and Lacordaire. Apart from these conferences ( PProgres parle
Christianisme ™ collected afterwards in 16 voliines) Pere Felin
published o largs number of puuphlets, among which ** Svi-
alisme decant la societe ™'
and “ Patristizme ' are the
most celebrated. By ton-
gue and by writing he la-
boured during the wholeof
his life for the Cuatholic
cause, and his reputation,
deservedly great as it was,
1s little beside the great
and solid work he has done.
A correspondent of the
London Globe contributes
some notes on the great
Jesuit, a portion of which
we may give here :

Pere Felix, who has just
died at the ripe age of 85,
was a remarkable ec-
clesiastic in many respects.
He was, perhaps, s best
known as one of the areat
conferenciersat NotreDame,
where he succeeded Lacor-
daire and Ravignan, and
preceded Monsabre and
d’Hulst. Son of a small
farmer in the north, he was
in a large measure self-
taught, and did not join
the Order of the Jesuits
until he had attained his
27th year. As most per-
sons are aware, the novici-
ate there is long and severe;
in his case it lasted seven-
teen years, when he was
allowed to take the vows.
At that moment nothing
in him presaged the cele-
brity he was destined to ac-
quire inr the Roman Catho-
lic world. He was consid-
ered to be only an ordinary
preacher, piousand correct,
but deficient in the qualitics necessary for high rank. He soon
showed, howcvir, that he was made of superior stuff, and, by
dint of patient study and profound meditation, he gradually
came to the front, and finally cstablished his fame as hoth o
preacher-and an author.  Hewasabove everything a dialectician,
being called the Bourdaloue of the 19th century ; but the 1igour
of his syllogisms did nut cxclude cither clegance or passion, aud
1t could not be said of him a5 Mdmne. de Sevigue said of anotha
preacher, whose logic wearied hor—* Rather than listen to him,
I prefer to be converted at once.” He pussessed two characters,
differenc from but completing cach other. As a student Le was
the most amiable of men, but as a preacher, he was the most
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serious that ever nrounted the pulpit. The study and the
pulpit were the two scenes of his existence, which alternated from
grave tu guy, from lively to severs, thus eaplaining the opposing
tendencies of his nature.  There was nothing particularly strik-
ing in his appearance.  His face was pallid, like that of a man
suffering, and at first sight he scemed cold and forbidding ; but
his bright blach (yes soon spread warmth and lustre over his
compleaton, and one felt irresistibly drawn towards him.  Hig
volce was clear and musical, and nobody better than he knew
how to fill the vast cathedral.

His life was one of labour, both with the tongue and the pen,
and it is difticult to say with whjch he was the more indefat
igable. As a preacher he
begun his carcer at St.
Thomas d'Aquin, from
which he moved to St. Ger-
main des Pres, and thence
to the pulpit of Notre
Dame; thig was in 1853.
Bighteen yenrs later he
left the Cathedral, after
having exposed his great
thesis of *‘ Progres par le
Christianisme,”” and ¢ Jesus
Christ et la Critique Nou-
velle.” A logician rather
than a poet, and philoso-
pher rather than theolo-
gian, he appeared at the
time when the romantic
movement no longer at-
tracted minds towards the
highideal which Lacordaire
preached so  eloquently.
At that moment it was
with reason, and not im-
agination that the preacher
had to deal, and for eight-
cen years he reasoned with
his congregations, in spite
of the ludy members of his
flock who, if we are to be-
lieve a writer in the Gaulois,
were not at all pleased
with his ponderous con-
ferences.  The rational
and learned Christinnity
of the present day was
one of the consequences of
his teaching, but it was
not his fault (sic) he had
to keep within the narrow
hounds marked out by con-
temporaneous faith, and
he did so with as much
courage as talent. Pere
Felis has ceased preaching and tahen to writing,” said some”
budy to Dupanloup, who, esteeming the talent of a writer su
putior to that of an oratur, replicd, ** Sv much the better—we
shiall now have some bovks worth reading.”  But he did not
leuve the pulpit entircdy, and often preached in the provincial
vithedrals.  The worhs he published were nuncrous, and are
masterpieees in their way. At the snuc time he hdped to found
suveral religious institutions, including the Quuvre de St Miched
fur the propagation of healthy literature, which is in a flourish-
ing condition. T'ur many years he was the Saperior of the
Jusuits” Cullege at Lille, but resigned the pust on account of old
age, and it was there that he died.”



