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code of signals, connected by ouc ur twou im-
perfectly uuderstood principles, half sritien
and half orul.  We have made a beginnaag,
but we have left the end to chunce, It was
not in this way that the Germans thought
out their infantry tactics before the Buliem-
ian war came to put them to the pruof. Ne:
Is it in this way that we shall acquire the
power to bring our heavy ironclads into ac
tion, to make the most of their offeusive aud
defensive powers, and to bring thcem out
again. * With steam power,'” as Sir LHoward
Douglas truly observed,. * success will more
than ever depend upon the tacticsl skill and
quick perception of the chief, together with
prumpt and resolute execution vn t e part
of those under his commaund.” Iu s this
success we desire to ensure, and, to reverse
words meed by Comimander Leival, of the
French Navy, we may say that success will
more than ever be the result of a geon.etric
figure and a mathematical calculation.—
Broad Arrow.

NAVAL TACTICS.

In 1697 Paul Hoste published the firat
work on Naval Tactics, and for snother cen:
tury the French wera the only writers on
the subject of bandling fleets, It was this
mounopoly of science, asapplied tolarge num
bers of ships, that rendered the battles bo-
tween England and France during the
cighteenth century so generally unfavorable
tothe former till the advent of Rodney.
While the English were the best sailors, and
handled their ships best singly, the French
fought 1hem as they pleased, and they gene:
mally pleased to eyado attack. DeMorogues
and Ramatuello followed Hosto with treati-
ses, illustrated by dingrams, and still the
English kept on to their old obstinate way
of forming line, beating to windward to get
the weather guage, and then bearing down
inline, all together. They could not help
themselves. James II. laid down the in-
structions when he was Duke of York and
Lord High Admire! of England, and the ad-
mirals of England obeyed them for a cen-
turs. Only in chasing was the order in
column allowed. At last camo a Scatch
country gentlemsn, who had never been to
sey, and wrole in 1504 an elaborate work,
“Tactics for our sea Forces, by Adam
Clerk of Eldin.”” From that date tho great
Eng'ish naval supremnacy may bo said 10 be
established. Clerk of Eldin introduced the
great ima. wuvre of breaking the lino and
doabling on half the encmy’s ships, while
paralyzing the other half. The balanco, be
fore evenly held, between the tactical and

scientific French esptain, and the sturdy
self-reliant English sea dog, risen from be.
fore the mast sometimes, was overturned.
TheFrench, unequal in sailing and fighting,
ward unable longer to evade uction by runs
pingdomn to leemard, and the Nile and

Foxtuwll Patker sespecuvely wivie cxeeilent
treauses o fleet tacuces vnder sicaty, show

ing that the wifficvltics, matead ot augment
ing. had 1eally vauislied, and that the Liue
way o masuvee a flect was to cunsuler its
shups wo b, ln order frum night w lefl,
like the cvrupanizs of a reguneut, the reg

ments in an acmy, etc. The importance of
tho weather guagoe had disappuated, and the
ouly improvemen. pussible in naval tactics,
as 10 thuse ol the land, lay i suuplifying
them. There can be but two orders in na

val tactics, as in those of the land, viz.,
column aud line. The only quesuon re

maining to be decided is as to the proper
and convenient unit of force. Uuder the
tactics of the lust century, the uint was the
ship, somelimes tho division of half the
fleet. The cunsequence of this w.s tha,
after action was ouce fairly opendd oides
disapprared, sud each captain tought ou bie
own respunsibility, unacle o ece bis Ad

miral's signals for the smoke. It was thus
that the individual talents of cajp tainsand
the steadiness of their crews, told in favor
of English and Americuns as against French
and Spaninrds.  Action fairly joined, it was
pretty certain to result in victory for the
former nations. It is only in modern times
that this question of the proper sizo of the
tactical umit has been plilosophicatly con

sidered, whether on sea or land. Un land
the problem is Jimited by the power ofa
man's voice, and is decided in the form o!
the company, varying from fifty to two hun

dred and iy mcn. O sea it has boen 61

ed as the squadion, balf squadron, division,
according to the caprices of an unsettled
and olten arbitrary nomenclature. The
word *column.” used so intelligently in
land tactics, is frequently confounded, es

pecinlly 1n Evgland, with hine, while * line™
becomes either column or lice by culling it
* line zhead™ and ** line abreast.”

Professional prirlo alono would preventa
Briton from learning from a Yanlece, or
Commodore Parker’'s Squadron Tuactics
might haye done good sorvice in England
Asitis. the Euglish have as yet no fixed
system of naval tactics, although they haye
been trying all sorts of expeliments with
their Chanwvel fleet. It was to make a
gropo in the true direction that the Nuval
Professional Association recently offered a
filty guinen prize for tho best essay on Mo
dorn Navnl Warfare, including Tactics nnd
the use of the Gun, Rwm, and Torpedo re
spectively. The result bas_been a series of
cxcellent essays on the sulj-ct, which must
bo full of interest to all naval men. The
prize cssay was by Comanander Gerand Nocl,
R N., and tho tvo next best essays have
been printed in conjunction therewith,
These essays were all written anony
mously, totally independent of each
other, and yet one fact is patent in
all, The three officers whoie esssys aro

astetn, stacboard, or port, withuu. changing
ur ler. The order itself will be easily mair.-
tained, all depending on the group leader.
Where Le goes the otber two follcw almost
witlin bail, within easy sigualling distance
at all cvents. This group system swas first
tried in the Eungidsh Channel by Sir Thomas
Symonds, and has proved excedingly man®
ageable. With such a formation, the dan:
gers of iunning athwart hawse of each
gther's ships is much lessened from that
which inures to the ordinary double
column. Itisa matter of great interest
to the American Navy to investigate this
group sysiem. and we anticipate a discus®
sion of the subject that may yet prove of
value to the readers of the Journal.
— . . — -

Ine. Intersatiosat Ripnt CoNtest.—ThE
Iion Toan Dereatsv.—LUne result of tha
Juteruational shivoung match on 1he 26th at
Cieedmoor was as iullows .— At UV yards
the Iiish team made 317, the Awericans 326.
At 900 yards the Irish team mado 312, tho
Amecricans 310. At 1000 yards the Irish team
made 302, the Americans 298, Total, lrish
team 931, Americsns 934, the Americans
winmng by a score of 3}

A Cpattexee,.—In order to test the qual-
ities of breech loading rifles, J. Rigby, ol the
Irish Team proposed a watch between five
men, at 100U yards each, a man in addition
to have two sighting shots, Mr. Rigby and

his side to use muzzle loaders; their oppo-

nents breech loaders. No cleaning of nfles
to bt peramitted durivg e shooting by
either side.

Captaun Leech, of the Irish Team, printsa
cd of thanks to the Americans for court*
esies received,and concludes withachallenge
Lo a return mateb at Dublin next June, the
Team 10 cunetst ol nu wore than eight,

M. Tmers Cosviscepor e Urmniars Sgo-
cr's oF Tar Rerustio.—Ex-President Thiers.
arrived at Vizille, on 24th September, in the
Departmeat of Isere. He was warmly receive
cd by tho citizens, and delivered a speech,
in the course of which he expressed his con-
viction that the republic would ultimately
be founded, and he boped, with the aesist:
ance of M. Casimir Y'erier and other friends,
to contribute to that grand result.

M, Gambetta is announced to deliver poli*

tical speeches at various places in tho southe
ern departments,

Fioimine Berork Pavestisa —Gen. Mor
iones has begun a series of operations with
the olject of relieving Pampeluna, and
fighting h3s been goingon for three days,
Tho engagement of the first was indecisive.
Ua the second day the republican artiliary
g+iued an advantage, and inflicted heavy
losses on tho Carlists. Yesterdasy Gen.
Moriones resumed the offensive, and dis-
persed seversl issurgent battalione, but

tailed to follow up the advantages hehad
gained,
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