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within 400 or 500 yards, so that it is an ad-
vantage to have artitlery in thorear, It also
uppeared that tho Shrapunel shell fire has
been developed tu a ringe of 2,000 or 3 000
yords, and it i4 a fae mao difficuld problem
to find sheltor from ity effects than to
arrange tho skirmish Jine Ly n rovolution in
tictics.

The lectuve is the most interesting we
have over read on this subject, reflects great
credit on the resuarch and practical accumen
of the gallant Captain, as well as plainly
proves what General Lord De Ros stated in
the discussion that the English subaltern
officer has never been known to be unequal
to lus duty in any position in which he has
been pinced.

Tae (ollowi:g article from a coutempor-
ary is oarnestly recommended to the con-
sideration of our readers, for the valuo of
she lesson it tonches, ‘Lhetrue issue of our
great rifla contest is not to train sharp
shootcrs, but to muke the srdier fumiliar
with his weapon—to perfect him in the use
of it, and to give him steadiness and confid-
ence in its use. Contests, in which the use
of the militaty weapon alone would bo
permitted, should bo encouraged; and,
therefore, 1t is that our company and bat-
talion mistches have ruch a beneficial and
peculiur value, T'he ouly uae for sharp.
shooters would be as skirmishers, and there.
fors tho formation that will employ the old
flank companies, organized from the best
shaots in each bittilion, should Le adopted
as & necessity. In order to disable artillery,
prevent an advance n front, defond an im-
portant position, or duiye away cavalry, the
fire of the sharp shooters would be inyalu.
able; but, as shown in this extract, it will
never win a fight ; and while it my contri
bLute largely thereto, by covering the ad-
vance of the corps to which it Lelongsjitis a
force that any skilful ofticer will use with
extrems caution, both from certain loss it
must encounter, nnd the difficully of with.
drawing it, ifover-matched. The divection
in which a reformation of minor tactics is
necessary is undoutedly in the cuployment
of skirmishers,

*A writer in the Juurnal des Stiences Mil:
laires, in an article on * Infantry Firve,” dis-
cussesthe use made ol this powerful factor
in timies past and how it may profitably be
appliéd in future. Without returning, e sys,
precisely to those times in which generals
gewve command to take certain positions
without firing a shot, we yet wish to assert
that target-shooting alone will nover gain a
batile. © The Austriuns at Sidows, had
20,000 éxperienced and skiltul - Tyrolese
sharp dhooters; and yot were beaten badly
when their right was attacked by the ene.
niy's srmy. A little fusther on he says:
Beydnd' the distance of 500 metres thes 1
dier's firing mustiLe left to his-own option.
Skirmishers will endeavour to advance to
about 50 metres ; the, supports will occupy
ks front pilik while the reservecovers flank
atil'rear. At 50 meétrés a ¥dpil fire takes
place (five to six shots) upon which tirail.
iners and supports throy thomselves on the

+nemy, the reserve advancing to suppore
them. So surely «s French columns ap.
proach the enemy at n distance of OV me.
tres, 8o suvely will tho latter be overthrown;
for 1t was French tracps only that wera- ablo
to storm nMalakoff' tower ; as it is thelFsonch
soldiers alone who,impelled by their ofticers,
will throw themsolves with fiery zeal against
obstacles and ohjects, where surc death
awaits them.

Outt rewders will remember tho mystery {d

thrown about the rotiroment of Mr, Rei,
C. B, from the Admiralty in which he held
the place of Chicf Naval Constructor.

It was our expressod opinion al the Lime
that he had been driven out from it by Mr.
Cmiepens, then First Lovd of the Admiralty,
aman of small administeative powers but
great self-gutliciency, under whose adminis-

teation the Navy and its aff ixs Lecime as

hopelessly disorganized as Cano¥Went at »
Iate perlod made tho army.  The fuct was
emphatically decided by Mr. Ciiozas and
Lis supporters—thera was no difference be
tween him and My, Reto, not o bit, but he
tried to throw the blame of the loss of the
Caplain on his shoulders novertholess,

Weo have never been admirvers of Mr,
Recp’s system of n.val arclitecturo, we hold
it has failed altogether and cannot Lo made
to suczesd un ler 1y cireamst wicas; but we
do say the country thatwill give pettifogging
lawyers and scheming merchants the power
to work out their own conceits in opposition
to a trained intellest like his, deserves to
suffer for theiv folly. e do not agree with
Mr. Reey in his estimato of the Cuplain's
stability—her defect was that she was grer.
masted, \vo do not love low free boards. We
know that form of construction to be al-
together a mockery and a snare, but the
Gaptain was as grest a success of the class
she belonged to ns the Monarch. TheCuplain
was lost for want of setmnship, and that is
an article neither Mr, Cutitoers or Mr. Reeo
could supply. Tue whole affair gras to
prova that no mere civilian shoutd fill the
offico of Fiest Lard of the Admiralty, anl
that the chief naval constructor should be a
seaman. .

¢ Nr. lteed, C.B., in an .electioneering
speech at Hull recently, referring to the
ciroumstances which led to s withdrawal
from the Admiralty, remarked that, al.
though lie made greater changes within
seven years undar bis administration than,
perhaps, were made in naval architectuce in
any 700 years before, there waere certain
things urged to which he objected, and
which hie would nob carry out. Uae of them
was—t0 mike a ship with very low sides
indeed, for tho purpose of reducing the
quantity of armor they need put upon her,
and spreading sails to propel, her without
the use of ateam. What be sald was, that
to take away the sides of a ship was to tuke
away from her that which tended to bring
her upright when a gust came. A boat,.it'a
gust of wind came, {sy over into the water,
which boiled up under her lee eide, ani s10
came again by the stability whichshe got by
her gides.  If the sides was so low that the
wind put the gynwale under, that moment

she began to loso stability and to come into
a position of danger. e satd that the same
principle which would hold inone cese would
hold in all cases, aud ho demonstratad, by a
mathematical investigation of s somewhat
novel kind,that rigge3 monitors must, gene.
rally capsize. ‘There was a great agitation
to build turrot-ships with sails. and the Ad-.
miralty said, ¥ You. are tho Adviser of the
Admiralty : deai&n us & .turrel-shig with
salls.” He replied that it could well bodone
if they did not insist upon low sides. He
lesigned hisship 50 that it would carry a
groat spread of canvas. The unfortunate
Ciptain Coles wanted an exceedingly low
side, and that Mr. Reed would not have,
Captain Coles was asked low he Liked the
design, and he said he did not hke it at all :
he objected to its high sides. 1la aleo said
that it was a burlesque upon hins, and done
to injure him, Tho Admiralty snid to
him !

# Wo shall build Mr, Reed’s ship baciusa
we believein him. You may go to any
builders you like in tho couutry ; tell them
what'your views aré, ask thém to designa
ship according to youir wishios, and let us
have a look at it." - .

“ The design wis made, anl when it was
sent in ho said it was a very good design in
all points exoapt, of course, the ono of u low
side, - It was just such'a shijs as lie would
have designed htd ho dared to give so luw
side. The Adwmiralty siid that 8o may
members of tha {}ouss of Comiinons,sn mny
newsipapers wrgad them o build Captiin
Cole's ship,aud public opinion-was'so stvong
in its favor that they must build itbut thay
before doing so,knowing Mr Reed's opinion
they would cxompt him from all repons.
bility about 1t except that there was put
into the ship good mitérials dud gdod wark-
manship, Wien the ship was built sho
actually came out with lower sides than liwt
been contemplated. The first lord of the
Admiraity heard from all naval men with
whom he came in contsot, all more or less
having been bitten-with the low sided ship
manin, that.the ship was better than Mr.
Reed’s ; aund he was, in fuact, told that she
wis thie bkt ship in.the world,and hoasked
Mer. ‘Reetl; becnuse‘ofthe presumed success
of the Captain, to appoint or shape.some
place in the Adaiiralty to which he would
appoint Captain Coles. His answer was that
the ship cost some £300,000 or £400,000,
and his ship the-Monarch,the sams sum, and
he thought they ought to be tried] before
th.ejv adopted the suggestion, 1ile also
sald,

‘» You hive spent thrae-quarters of o mil.
lion upon these ships; try them and find
out which 1s the best. Never mind what
anyhody says ull the tiial is over; and so
convincxl am 1 that thisis a bad ship, an
unsife ship, thet 1 will not let the designer
come within the \dmirnlty wii e [ am here;
but1f you want him 1 will go ont aud make
way for hin.:’

‘The vesult was « degree of unpleasant-
vess, and ho wus willing to mike every pos-
siblo excuse for-tho Minister. 1le beard so
many naval men applaud: the turret~ship
that hie Lthought they must bo right and he
wrong : but he stuck to his book, and the
end of it was he came out of the Admiralty.

“Three months after he left the Admiralty

they would remember that in half » gale
the Crplain turned bottom upwards, and his
thip,the Monarch, wentanil pickea up whit

aver was .Jeft floating about on the surface.
‘The Monarch had been pranoincad througts
out the world a very tine ship, an by an
American officer wlio accompanied her to
Awmerica,ns the fineat chip he had ever szen,



