EXERCISE.

The Red Book of 1870 was an immensa
advance on its predecessors, and foritevery
infantry officer has reason to be thankful to
Captain Malton and his collrboratenrs. But
it was not o be expected thatso greatan
undertaking should be &t once complete
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corrédtions Hivewb found necessary,

at conveniende requires-a new edition in
which they should be incorporated in the
text: Probably this miy be shortly issued ;
and if so, it would HoW be goad time 10
bring forward any weak points that hve
been discovered in the three years practical
test ¢ the new drill" has undergone.

There, are in the Service very m ny
officers capable of offering valuable sngges
tions grounded upon intelligent experience;
and it will give us much pleasure to «flord
an oppertunity to such critics for discussing
the subject. No doubt due consideration
would be given to any fuir and 1easonatle
criticism in the proper guarter.

By way of commencement,’ some points
are submitted by our correspondent X, ("
in which the writer's experience has ted 10
the conclusion that alteration hns been
scarcely improvement, or that reform hus
hardly gone far enough, Thereis scarcely
point in which our correspondent’s sugges
tions do not strike us as being sound and
well worthy of the consideration of the next
revisers of the infantry field exercise.

1. The Captain of a company is no longer
a mere guide, but is posted where hLe can be
of real use in superintending his command.
Yet the field officers are still encumbere|
with the cares of dressing and covering. Tha
further development of the admirable
system of working a regiment by half Lut-
talions, as in brigade, will surely necessi-
tate their relief from these subordinute
functions, which might very well duvolve
on the adjucant, for one wing ; on the wus-
ketry-instructor, or a subaltern, mounted as
field-adjutant for the other.

2. Tne sword is returned in skirmishing,
yet is still carried drawn, to the great incon
venienco and even danger of its bearer, in
battalion movements, when the troops are
not firing, nor even supposed to be in
sight of the enemy. 'T'he sword should, as
a rule, only be drawn when bayonets are
fixed, I'he right hand should be free for
pencil or field glass, which latter, by the
way, should be & part of every officer's
uniform, by regulation.

3. Several terms and word of command
have very properly been assimilated to those
n use in cavalry- But here, too, reform
has not gone far enough, and alteration has
not been altogether happy. * Troop' and
*“ gquadron’ would be fur better than
** company’’ or  double company "' ; ** haif
company " is no improvement on the “ sub.
division "’ (‘* platoon " hu« been suggested,
and is familiar and expressive) ; nor * hult-
battalian '’ on the old ‘ wing ' which there
was no danger ot copnfounding with the
“ wing "’ of a whole army. It is difficult to
understand any practical military an
sanctioning such  sesquipedalia verba us
these and others, such us * column of
double companies,” &c.

4. Muny of the minor detuils certainly
require revision.  Why is the diflicult und
intricate ** oountermach-by ranks "’ (inven-
ted solely for the emergencies of the ob—|
salete close coluran) retained instead of the
simple and speedier, *“‘counterm:rch in
files” or ‘“fours”? Why is not* file
tormation’’ ordered to be substituted,
whenever possible, for the wheel? Why,
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in marching past in quorter-colamu, are
troops armed with the long rifle to carry it
at the trail instead of at the slope—its
proper position in field movements 2 And
could not the long process of teaching re-
eruit« ‘“ their fours ' be much condensed
by stmply instructing them Lo farm fours
deep nt once at thea word ** Fowrs " and the
to turn as requilféd on getting the further
command, # Right'? ¢ Left V" or* About ?”

5. The most mischevious items of *¢ the
new drill 7’ have been verv conveniently
comprised in pages 169—173 of Captain
Malton’s  Elementary Drill,’" under the

Rank and File,”

It may ba very pretty to cee a battalion
of Rifles or Guards., rendered perfectly
sleady and precise by coustant practice, turn
about on the caution to.* break into
column " from line, or to form fours in the
correct direction, &o., when warned to pre.
pare for cavalry, in square; but it should
be remembered that the drill book is inten
ded, not for smart Guards and Rifles only,
but for Militiamen who have not drilled for
eleven months, and for Volunteors, whose
* superior intellegence” iy  sometimes
expected (by themselves) to stand them in
stead of parades aftogether.

The old rule that distinguished, «
cenution from an executive word of com-
mand was a very sound one, and should be
a rule absolute. A little extra quickness
and smartness may well be sacriliced to
certainty and accuracy. What is the result
with Lalf the auxiliary forces one sees at
exerciro 7 About a quarter of the rank-and-
file obey the caution, snd there uprises a
buzz of voices prompting and objurgating
the vest from the whole supernumerary
rank. ‘These subtleties are nll very well in
Hyde Park, with level turf almost fit for a
croquet ground, and troops drilled till they
could duance quadrilles ; but let the compiler

and reforming line or column therefrom,
imagine his manwuvre’ as performed by
the Loyal Squirearchy Light Intantry
Militia, or the Loyal and Independent Mer-

and  shell whistling about their ear<t and
their nerves unsteadied by the sight--or
worse, rumour—of cavalry (lancers for
instance) in their immediate neighbourhood.
Consider what the individual soldier has to
keep constantly in mind already.

e has to remember (1) whether heois
front or rear rank; (2)a right or left file ;
(3) an odd or even number ; (4) the number
of his company ; (5) of his half-company ;
(6) of his section, and whether he isina
right or left half battalior. or company ;(7)
which is his proper front; with many other
things ** 100 numerous to wention.” it is
desireable or expedient to add to this load
on his mind, simply for the sake of show,
or to save his oflicer’s breath?

Common sense says no. A mustake may
be the turning point of a battle. Cut away,
therefore, the chances of mistake, as far as
can possibly be done. And as regards our
present field exercise, there can bo no
better commencement 1n this direction,
than the excision and delection of all the
mantraps and pitfalls which are summar -
ised in the five pages above noted, of
Captain Malton’s little worlk,

¢ Since writirg the above, we havo the follow-
ing as part of a G. O.from General Lysons, con-
manding at Cannock Chase :—“The Major-
General considers the formation of square on'the
centre of a battallon, from line, dangerous.”
(T'imes, August 22, 1873.) Well may he doso!

head of * Independent Jovements of the

of such intricacies as for instance, the
authorized®* method of forming square ;
from line on the centre of a battalion,

cantile Rifle Rangers Volnnteers, with shot,
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FHEORY AND IPRACTICHE.

“Ciood morning. Cardwell, glad to seo von
in Dovon. No. this is not my part. I'm
twenty one miles from here as the crow flies.
Yes, thoge are the Marines : look at them:
well as they march past, they are noton:
théir native heath, like that smart Militic.
regiment : nor contemptuous ol everybody
glse’s nutive heath like that corps from:
bonnia Seotland 5 nor  demonstrative of
feeling quite at home on ecvery heah
whatsoever, like the springy Rifles. But
just tell me, «don’t you think you anl
(#oschen might do Dbetter than squablle
whether the cost of thelr good deeds ought
to ba borne by the War Oflice or the
Admirality ? Well, perhaps you are right, |
ought not to have mentioned 1t, hut we
must improve the occasion, and whilst yot
are peering the curinsity st those gallan
fellows who have won the blue ribbouno
the campuign, just pe liheral enough to see
how thev bear on your locaiisation ¢ theo
ries.!  You eannot divide them into in
field and ont-field, home battalion and for
cign battalion: you ecannot balance then
with a couple of hattalions of Marine Militia
or adorn them, in the sixth column of th
mouthly *Army List’ opening with a fancy
fringe of Marine Volunteers. No; whatevel
the value of the theory that England is to b
defended by *printed tables of names, in a
pink cover, there beforo vou now, as they
march, is a record of the simple fact
that the best infantry in Her Majesty's
Service are outside  your fancy scheme
altogether, although the only practical em:
bodinent of that yearning for general ser-
vice with your monocular adviser have
teavestied from the Prussian. [Tt is wortha
passing thought, now you are tete d'armée on
t Roborough, to consider the lesson taught
I'by our friend Goschen’s men amphibious
though they be, as to the Lest means of
making the most of ground of any sort.
solid or fluid, in front of an enemy. No, I
never chaff, A crude dogmatic generalisation
$ but new fangled Toryism, and should be
open to conviction as to the best model to
adopt.  Again, be good epough to listen to
a hint— if you really believe in the superior
ity of general service esprit de corps, mark
the quality of the Maiines, and let your
chiel foreigh garisons be organised on the
plan of those splendid troops who are at
home at sea and more than at home every-
where clse.”

The Paris

Opinien  Nationale mentions
that a steamship of 2,200 tons Lurden is now
in constructing at Bordeaux in accordance
with plans drawn by M. B:uin, inventor of
“ Bazin's express ship.”” ‘the hulk of the
vessel, according to the (pinion, consists of
three vast rollers which sink into the water
to their axis. It is clsimed that the reduc-
tion of friction secured by the adoption of
thisshape, instend of the ususal keel, will

rvesult in the attainment of a speed of thirly
kilometers an hour.  The ‘fransatlantic
Journey could thus be accomplished in four
and one half days.  The steamer now build
ing is to kave engines of 450 horse power,
and is to carry 450 tons of freight and 230
first class passengers.

The Italian fleet has been ordered to
Carthagena for the protection of the Italian

subjects resident there. The Italian fleet
will co-operate with the other foreign war
vessels at Carthagena.




